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. M&y One Kasher
A Conventional Oven
for Pesach?

snl cooked the noti-kosher food. If thé non-ko§ éf"fc‘")
ditectly on the iiterisil (such’ as oni‘a grill), abséntd hq
then one kashers the utensil by heating it in a fire (libun). If, however,
the non-kosher food was boiled in a pot contammg_hpt water,. then the
utensil may be kashered via boiling: hot water (hag alah). Thie Torak
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~ because it is several steps removed from the non-kosher food that emit-
ted it (nat bar na)2 e
The Rama (Yoreh Deah 121: 2) rules that -one may- kasher a utensﬂ
only if it has not'been used within the past 24 hours. However, the
Chazon Ish (Yoreh Deah 23:1) offe Qstgen o utensils
that have been used within 24 hours, 54l

also teaches that if only cold non-kosher food was placed in a utensi
one merely needs to clean the dish before using it with kosher fogd;
(Bemidbar 31:23).!

Rashi articulates the general principle that emerges from thes
verses: kederech tashmisho hag’alato—the manner in which a uten
was used for non-kosher food preparation is the manner in which
should be kashered. The Gemara {(Pesachin 30b) formulates this rule:
similarly: kevol'o kach polto—the manner in which the utens
absorbed the flavor of non- kosher food is the same manner in whic
will let out that flavor.

withou requmng a huge volume
of water. He suggests placing a foul-tastmg substance};{l the kashemlg
y ; ‘t I 'é_

Preventing the Nen-Kosher Food’s Reentry

Deliberately Nullifying a Prohibitig

At first glance, the kashering process appears to contain a glaririg;
contradiction. Kashering a utensil extracts the non-kosher flavor tha
had been absorbed within it from past cooking. However, the proces
itself essentially cooks the same food particles in the utensil! Why d

we not worry that the flavor will thus immediately reenter the utensil

Tosafot (Avodah Zarah T6a s.v. Mikan). acknowledge this problem:
and therefore suggest kashering utensils in at least sixty times as mu¢
water ag their own volume. In this manner, the immense quantity ¢
water nullifies the non-kosher flavor emitted into the hot water, so
flavor does not reenter the utensil.

Tosafot add that if the utensil has not been used within the pagtis
24 hours (eino ben yomo), then such a preat volume of water is
necessary. Their ruling stems from the principle that after 24 hours
sitting in a utensil, the non-kosher food develops a foul taste (notel
ta’am lifgam), so the flavor no longer prohibits use of the pet. Thi
reason alone, though, does not suffice to permif use of the pot withg
kashering, because the Gemara (Avodah Zarah 76a) mentions that th
Rabbis prohibited even using.a pot containing a foul non-kosher tast
lest one come to use a pot containing a non-kosher taste withi
24 hours, when the taste has not yet spoiled. The Rosh (Avodah Zarak
5:36) explains that kashering a.utensil solves this problem, as the. pgt?
releases the flavor into the water and then reabsorbs it. Thus, by th
end of the process the foul taste is permiited even on a rabbinic leve

Kashering also seems to violate the pl‘OhlblI‘.lOH against mtentlonally
mixing small quantities of non-kosher food with lar' T
kosher food for the purpose of nullifying- the non. ‘: ‘
mevatlin isur lechatchilak). However this prohlbmon applies only
when one infends to benefit from the non-kosher food that is nullified
in the kosher food.* When kashering, though, one has absolutely no
interest in the utensils’ non-kosher taste.

hours have passed since it entered the utensil (nat b
clopedia Talmua‘zt (8 202—209)

Shalom ‘Eliashiv as requiringa 24 hour wait after
proccssad non-koshér food before usmg Llle ‘maghin

1. Of course, any metal or glass utensil acquired from a non-Jew must also be ;
immersed in a mikvah (ses Rashi, ﬁemidbar 31:23),
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an move from the oven walls to the food, as the chamerb particles do

kashering with boiling water extracts (maflif) absorbed taste, wheré
ot penetrate the insert’s walls. !

kashering with fire chars the absorbed taste until it is utterly destroYed
removing its halachic status as food.®
The Lenient View—

The Problem with Kashering Conventional Ovens Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik and Rav Aharon Kotler

Many families follow the lenient opinion of Rav Ydsef Dov
loveitchik and Rav Aharon Kotler (quoted by Rav- Elder zbzd) that
can kasher a conventional oven by’ settlng ‘it to. its maxinium téme
‘rature for an hour or two.!2 They base their view on thi ,af(:remen-
oned principle of kevol'o kach poito (flavor is exiraci" from au ens11

Kashering a conventional oven is significantly more difficult
kashering a pot. Hag’alah is not practical, and it seems that li
would anyway be required because the oven’s walls appear to ab
directly from the fire.” The Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 451:4)
that /ibun is accomplished when sparks fly (nitzotzot nitzin) from |
object being kashered.® Rav Hershel Schachter told me that it seems
him that the general practice is to require 950 degrees Fahrenheit :
libun, since that is the temperature at which sparks fly from untreat
iron.? Since conventional ovens that do not self-clean can be heat
only to approximately 530 degrees Fahrenheit, it would seem that th
cannot accomplish /ibun. Nevertheless, as we shall see, contemporary.
authorities have debated this point.

ince an oven never absorbs flavor at a higher temperature than’ 1ts
aximum setting, it can be kashered at that temperatute.!* On the other
and, Ray Moshe Feinstein believes that this rule merely deterniines
Which fundamental method of kashering should be used (hag’alah or
ibun), and that once one has determined that /ibun is required, rather
han hag'alah, the general parameters of libun apply. Thus, sparks must
: y from the utensil even if it never absorbed food at such inténse

The Strict View-Ray Moshe Feinstein eat. 1
Both Rav Shimon Eider (Halachos of Pesach 1:180) and R&
Aharon Felder (Ohalei Yeshurun, p. 77)'° record that Rav Moshe Fe
stein (Teshuvot Igrot Moshe, Yoreh Deah 1:39) requires libun for &
oven, which may be accomplished only by focusing a blowtorch
seven minutes on an area no larger than eight square inches at a ti
Since this task is time-consuming and difficult for many people to per
" form, many families instead thoroughly clean their ovens and th
insert a box that covers the walls of the oven. In this way, no chamer

Libun Kal for Chametz?

tion of Rav Soloveitchik and Rav Kotler. He notes th:
(Orach Chdim 451:4) cites some Rishonim who believe

Kashrut p. 67), and T have also Heard it from Rav Ahaton Li
Yeshivat Har Btzion) and Ray Yosef: Adler. :

6. See Taz (Yoreh Deah 121:7) and Shach (Yoreh Deah 121: 17.
13. The Aruch Hashulchan {0.C. 451: 14-18) appears to sharc Rav Sol .

7. See, however, Mesoral (4:83-96, especially pp, 86-87), where Rav Mordech
Willig notes that the oven’s walls only absorb either through steam or through liquis
that spray or spill.

8. This ruling is based on a passage from the Yerushalmi at the conclusion
Masechet Avodah Zarah.

9. See, however, Badei Hashulchan (92:8 Bel'urim sx. Lechatchilak) for a di
senting opinion. Also, see Sefer Hagalat Keifim (13:464, note 432) that states in the
name of Rav Moshe Feinstein that {ibun is accomplished at 700 degrees Fahrenheit.

10, In note 136, Rav Felder cues many other twentieth- ~century authosities who dis-

cacy of libun when the heating source is- ouls1de the ltem that one w {
how this issue impacts the kashering of ovens. \‘ ‘ .

13. The Mishnah Berural (451:85) appears to share Rav Moshe s mterpretanon of
kevol'o kach polfo (also see Shaar Harziyun 451:100). For a thorough discussion of
this issue, see Teshuvot Minchat Yizzchak (3166), Sefer Hag' alat Keilini (mtroductlon to
Chapter 4), and Rav Mordechai Willig's essay in Mesorah (4:83-96).

cuss this issue.
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accomplished (regarding Pesach, sce Mishnah Berura 451:30) e “hametz) , s0 even one who kashers an oven during the year by run-
the oven reaches the temperature at which straw burns ‘(kash m: af) g . figit-on its highest setting should obey Rav Moshe’s view when
Rav Hershel Schachter told me that it seems to him that common. . ring for Pesach.

degrees Fahrenheit. Hence, this hghter form of libun (libun kal)
be accomphshed even in most conventional ovens. Although the I
himself requires /ibun until sparks fly (libun gamur) for utens]
truly need libun, he permits the more lenient libun kql for. jte
merely requu'e hag alah,'® Whlle kag' alqh does not normally

Conclusion

e there are cogent argumients for ‘bdth stnct and Jenient
aches to kashering conventional ovens  Before

1t a-Rav for guidance regarding this issueyThis

sz self.cleaning ovens, which appear to'béeasier ts: kasher ‘As
lazar M. Teitz (based on the position of his fatherw Rav Pmehas
) writes in his community Pesach ‘ghides! (foi i
), “Self-cleaning ovens are sélf-kashering.!¥ Indeed, Rav: Noach
baum (Minchat Chein, Hagada Shel Pesach p. 23) writes that a
ar cleaning cycle suffices to kashier a self-cleaning oven “since
griefice indicates that its heat exceeds the heat generated by con-
orial libun.”

It-is worth noting that the tules for kashermg between rru]k and ‘meat
g the year might differ from kashering for Pesach, 20

though the food subsequently. became non-kosher ( (see. Rashi,
Zarah 764 s.v. L' olam).17

it was still kosher and only later became non-kosher (since chi
was permitfed. at the time it was. absorbed into the oven,. b
Pesach). Consequently, hag’ alah would suffice to kasher utensils
if they absorbed charetz through fire.!® Based on this logic;
Ovadia Yosef argues that many authorities would permit kasherin:
oven for Pesach through libun kal. Those Rishoiim who equg
chametz before Pesach with food that only later became non-kogher
would permit kashering an oven for.-Pesach by heanng the oven to!
degrees evenif they did not aceept Rav Soloveitchik’s. interpretati
kevol’ o kach polto.as applying to.individual utensils. Accordingly,:Ray
Ovadia qules (like Ray Soloyeitchik and Rav. Katler).that:-one. 1
kasher an overnifor.Pesach by running it on its highest setting.

Despite Rav Ovadia’s reasoning regarding chametz, Rav Ged
Felder (Yesodei Yeshurun 6:157-158) writes the. exact opposite;
one should be even stricter regardmg Pesach th when ishering
kosher ovens for year-round uge. He notes, that we routinely treat th
pr0h1b1t1on against chametz on Pesach with unnsual: -stringeney. (chu

9. Nevertheless, séme people hlotvtéfch or cover the door of self-cleaning ovens,
the door reportedly does not reach such mtense heats even during the self-clean'ng
i15

16. One might, for example, wish to perform lbun kal.on an itemn that mere
requires Aag’ eldf if it cannot come in-contact with boiling water for practieal reaso

17. For example, when the-meat of a korbati (sacrificial offéring) is cooked
dish, the flavor-of this meat remains in the dishpast the time: that the korban may:
eaten. When this time expires, the meat becomes forbidden (nétar;:see Vayikra 19: 8) ;
50 the dish now contains flavor that was absorbed from kosher foed but is no longé
kosher.

18. See Shulchan Aruch (Yoreh Deakh 121 4) and’ Bitur Hagm (Y.D. 121:9).




