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Rabbi Moshe Hager Dies;
Hasidic Leader Was 95

Ry JOSEPH BERGER

Rabti Moshe Yehoshua Hager,
the leader of one the world's farg-
est Hasidic sects, the Viznitz Ha-
sidim, and a participant in sraeli
politics who encouraged moder-
ation on kssues like the expansion
of settfements in the occupied
territories, dicd early Wednesday
in Bred Brok, east of Tel Aviv. He
was §5.

He had been suffering from
Alzheimer's disease, said Alexan-
der Rapaport, a (ofiower who
runs the Masbia soup kitchens in
Brooklyn and Quecns.

The depth of affection for Rab-
bl Hager was evident not onrly in
the tens of thousands of Has
who surged around his body,
shrouded in n prayer shawl, at his

A participant in
Israeli politics who
urged moderation.

funeral gn Wednesday in Brel
Brak, but also In the hundreds of
Brooklyn followers who, because
of the time differcnce, were able
1o fly to Israet to attend the serve
ice,

Laver, hundreds streamed into
Raser, an almost exclusively Viz.
nitz viilage in Rockiand County,
N.Y., to pay their respects to Rab-
bi Hager's younger brother, Mor-
dechal, who heads the sect’s
American branch, as he began

observing shiva, the seven days
ol mourning.

The Viznltz sect numbers 5,000
families in Israe) and perhaps as
many in North America in the
Borough Park and Willamsburg
sections of Brooklyn; Lakewood,
N.J.; Montrenl; and other places.

The group's rools go back at
least to the first holf of the 15th
century, o the village of Vyzhayt-
sin in what is today western
Ukralne, The mother of Elic Wie.
sel, the Nobel Peace Prize win-
ner, had a Viznltz background,
The Viznliz men dress in the
black suits and hats characveris.
tic of Hasidim but distinguish
themselves by wearing the hat
bow on the right side,

Rabbi Hager, who wore a long,
white beard and blnck eyegpiass-
£5, was reputed to study 70 papges
of the Talmud a day, and was
known for his scholarly dis-
courses o ethics, Unitke some
Husidic teaders, he did not shun
the intrigue of Israedi politics, and
for many years he was president
of the Council of Torah Sages af
the Agudat Israel party, now part
of the United Torah Judaism co-
livion, which has five seats in the
Kaesset.

tn that capaclty, M Rapaport
suid, Rabbi Hager discouraged
the mare expansionist vistons of
e setilers® movement: that the
Jews of Isracl were cnlitled by
biblical prophecy o fnhedt the
entire West Bank,

Rabbi Hager explained his po-
sition by recalling a story abowt
his grandfather, o gramd cabbi,
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Followers gathered around the
body of Rabbi Moshe Yeho-
shua Hager. obove, ot his {u-
ueral on Wednesday in Israel,

who had visited followers In o diz-
tant townt. There he was asked
whether he preferred to worship
Ln the sroall Viznitz synapopue or
in & prayer hall that could hold a
targer erowtl. He responded with
a Yiddish rhyme — “klein und
mein® small and mine) — sug-
gesting that it is better (0 have
smaller terriory that one cone
rols than larger lands under dis-
pute,

Despile a housing shortage, he
forbade his {ollowers 1o live in e
West Bank, And in 1890 he was
willing 1o join Shimon Peres, a
liberal, in 4 goveraing coalition,
though that arrangement nover
materialized because of opposi.
tion from other uhea-Orthodox
members of the Knesset,

He was sp esteemed In the wid-
er Hasigic world that, in the man-
nerof the reyal famities of old Eu-

TOpe, mattiages were arranged
between his daupgiters and the
sons of three different dynastles.
The sonsdindaw became grand
rabhis. Among the daughters, the
eldest, Chana Chayn, married
Rabbi David Twersky, the grand
vabbi of the Skver sect based in
New Square, N.Y.: Sarah married
Rabbi Yisachar Dov Rokeach,
grand rabbl of the Belz Hasidim
in Jerusalem; and Sosha mareied
Rabbi Aaron Teitelbaum, chief
rabbi of the Satmar faction ln
Kiryas Joel, N.Y.

In addition to these daugliers
and his brather, Rabbl Haper is
survived by his scoond wile,
Sheindel: two sons, Yisrael and
Menachem  Mendel:  another
danghter, Hinda Erenster; and a
sister, Tripora Friedman. Thete
has beep a strugple between the
two sons over who will succeed

Ravbi Hager.

Moshe Yehoshua Hager was
barn on Aprll 16, 1516, in Gross-
wardein, today known as Qratten,
Rotnania. His father and grandia-
ther were both grand rabbis, who
moved {heir headquarters to
more Western areas of Austria.
Hungary diring World War [ be.
cause Russian soldiers were wan-
Lonty killing Jews,

In the midst of World War 11,
the young Rabbl Hager estab-
lished a yeshiva in Grosswardein.
But not long alter, the Nazis occu-
pied Hungary, and the rabhl and
his tamily were smuggied over to
the Romanian side; from there
they made Lheir way to British
Palesting, Many Viznitz followers
were murdered In massacres and
concentration chnips, Rabbi Iag.
er and his father re-established
the contmiunity’s remnants, Grat

o Ty - s
O3 A ATV ARIOCIAL LD Hoas
in Tel Aviv and then in Bnei Brak,
In 1972, Ralibi Hager Inherited
his father's mantie.

Among his distinetions was his

cemphiasis on the customs of Lo
mikvah, the ritual bath. Mr Rap-
apors sajd that Rabhi Hager had
enconraged Viznitz men to im-
merse themselves every morning
as & way of purifying themselves
for the day of study and prayer
ahead.
F* Wihile all mikvahs require that
| portion of “natural” or
“iving™ witer, like rinwater, be
bicoded with fasces water, Rabbi
Hagrer required that the mikvah
for wenen in Bnel Brak be com-
posext entirely of rainwater. "That
was a particular chalienge in 1s-
rael's drey and toredd ctimate, bat
the mikval has continued 10 op
cerate thal way 1oday, using water
cellected in ral _.u«ozsmh-




