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I. The source of the custom.
AL (MYON N TMN) IV MIN 2 NN MINDS DNNAN NN DT 190 - effective form of tefilah
because of Medrash that »29¥010 SMon NYow Mt XD DW5.
B. Y P"0 "0 10 "N mON N - even though it is a halachic issue, people still do it.
C. Traced back to wy1pn ©»nin X - 18th century.
II. The problem - "1 20 198 »yw¥ N"W thousands of little pieces of paper. They are put in geniza
but many end up getting thrown out - may they be burned? may they be thrown out?
III. Status of written prayers.
A. Gedolim had different customs regarding what to do with kvitelach given to them - some
burned them (Munkatcher, Lubavitcher); some kept them (Chazon Ish).
B. Big difference between papers given to gedolim (request for prayers) and papers put in
the wall (actual prayers).
C. m2715 21N> by several mitzvos
1. proofs that written word has kedusha

a. NMNN NI see ) PYD W 10 NIN YWY

b. 2 - V5 PO X'V MW - sefira with writing

C. XI8 NN N'M - if you can’t daven just think the davening.

2. rejection of proofs:

a. M7 N2 MO is whether it relates as a M 72w MyN 0P, but over here the issue is the
kedusha of the paper - nothing to do with 2>75 n2>N>.

b. MmN NPav seems to be the exception anyway, you aren’t yotzei megilah or shema
from writing. Birchas Hatorah is made because the mitzvah isn’t dibur, it is TmOn
7N which obviously is being done with n2m>.

c. N'OYVW DM IWN 390 NN - In fact the phrase M2>75 >N is nowhere in gemara or
rishonim, and is only mentioned in acharonim in connection to sefiras ha’omer
(where we don’t even pasken that way)

D. Two types of Kotel notes:
1. Containing pesukim and/or ©wYTPN MNVY.

a. HVP NV - implies that written tefilos (NYwy NHnw) are holy

b. VYT NN NYIX N"W - old siddurim need geniza

C. 1297 1" NN O NNI - don’t make menoros of klaf with pesukim etc.

2. Containing personal prayers.
a. 1 )20 N'N X"awn - proves from gemara shabbos that even these cannot be discarded.
1. rejection - maybe different when it was written to be used for tefilah, whereas
these notes aren’t ever meant to be read. Perhaps more similar to pesukim on a
talis, though they may also be meant to be read by people to associate with the
talis.
IV. Applying the Halacha.
A. Psak of Rabbi Rabinowitz: "1 Y270 98 Myw n"w
1. The notes often contain pesukim or shaimos.
2. It is disrespectful to the people who pour their hearts out, not to treat it with respect




3. People should still be discouraged from writing shaimos or pesukim on the papers
because they often end up on the floor
B. Rav Shternbuch’s teshuva.
1. even terumos and ma’asros that don’t have kedusha are discarded.
2. no point to the minhag
3. don’t have to pay attention to precedent - it was just a MmTON NN,
C. Rav Asher Weiss’ teshuva.
1. Issur is only for tefilos with nusach of X'ny5 »wiN
a. proof - certainly permissible to pray for help while in bathroom and can think about
God also, though Chochmas Shlomo isn’t sure of this and XX Y0 MY N" W thinks
it is forbidden (Rav Nebhenzal disagrees with Rav Weiss).
b. Tashbetz’s proof is from written NIwy MY and other berachos (see Rashi on
gemara)
C. NPP YD 2'N 1"y NN MW - assumes bentching is sheimos because any N15920 NOY
is torah
2. according to '9 12D 2"n 727 WN N W we can certainly be lenient even if pesukim are
written on the notes
3. no gedolim ever put notes in the kotel
4. if minhag has always been to put in geniza we should continue to observe the minhag
unless it is too much trouble.

D Y920 > PON NYION P8 N"W - 1

PN DY P2 .X'DPN PO NINONYIN VIPD> 1902 ' YN NINPA 1INOY YNW NN NYD TIY TR D
SMON M"Y NP HY PIIIND WON NV AMD T P> 12NN L2ONR] YIYID 2T ONYI) XDV NN vIN 1T
SMON OX NION ,MPNI NIV IR IV NITPNY INND ,IP22 ¥NNA 12T DY NOND DT 129NN
TADNI NI I IPTIA NN DY NYIP OMON NIXIND .WTPNN TN INIANTD PN DIV DX PIIVNIN
SMOY 79 TA0) NMP NNX NI NOI JAN - 2D 12D DN AN NI DY N2> INID XAN DD DN NI DY AN
NN NO29NN D) TN AWM MNYD INPY DTNRD NX'N 19 NI ORY NNY Y2 7Y NI TIN ,TI2 NOWM
SO A2 NIZANNY NI MIND NN I79MY NINYD SNND NN DIRYN MY NINDDY 1T 122 1PMIN
2299 PIYN NNN D153 DN DINNY,A01 DX D¥DID) 291 11 DRIV NIN DMAT 2N DY MINY NHIN »2yNN
POIN .NONND DTN ") IR 12NDW IMNTPY DVTP DD MNIN NNINY Y'Y X9 - 9 NIPMNX 'N D2
N"PNY NION) TN NI D" AMOW V'O TIX "2 NOIYN (IR ) DNIAN NN DT 1902 Y OTPIRIY NN XD
MY VY 12 NN 20 DY 2T DUYNN OIIYHN IMIN RNPOY MY XD OIYNT IINNI 2"y )T MY 'D
7")2) NN HNIDN 2A2INWIY XN IT NN IDINY D"IY PRI 1D WITIN 229YNN DM RINS 2N ¥TNIOND
TOND DOPAPAN NNOY Q'YX MY DI PRNND DU SMIN NIAN NN MYPA - TINPNY PHLNY
PN N2 ) DY PO DMPO DIN AV T YD NINN ONIAX YT NIV Ty P .0¥HINA O NOIN
LWy 00N NI T XD D2IWN WYX YN DM NI D) MIV MY 9PN

Y 012 NNTHN NINN 2Y NN 9190 UNI - 2
NN NTP DT DY THYN IMNL IDD DHWIDA DPNN NRD PO DY INVNYNL WORPHINN [WOX DN ')
DA NINYN DMV DN I DY MY TIAYD PIAY XY PO TPY PIANPNN TAN WRY WYTPN DN
YN N NPT T 2D 73NN 1D IR 1T JNN PNYN ANDA 9O KPP AN PHY N'MIND MINT 100N
NON NWY 191 YYD IO NI TNYXAD INNN DWN) RPTPAN NN DOWN WP MIAN MIN 1) 229900 DMON DN
D) NN MINY TY 17T PYNM VNI NI DY P INWN WD IR NOYM NIYO M NN NN TITIY
PN OPNN NND DX /N IN D2 YT RPN NN NOYNY NPINN MAIN 192) NN 9NNV MDD NN
79 NIPN NI N RPN NIRYD DHPY RNDI RYPNONX XI NYYNR NN A2 MY NIND DYYNN 93 10 190)




MY 12 MNP NIV NDINY WAVYND TN TYPIAN SNNN NIV OIMYI YIMNNX D" 912D NWYTPN NPOYD
[N"NN YN PN 7PN N9 IMNX DNN NNDN 29D] "0y 12 DN MY DY DNNY AN

R. Hayyim b"r Moshe ibn Attar was born in Sali, West Morocco in 1696. As a child he
studied with his father and grandfather, R. Hayyim ibn Attar the Elder, and upon
achieving maturity, continued his studies, eventually teaching and involved himself in
public affairs, becoming famous for his acumen and piety. In 1732 he published his first
book Hefetz haShem (commentaries to some tractates). Afterwards he wandered from
city to city in Morocco and Algeria, finally deciding to immigrate to the Land of Israel. On
his way, he passed through Leghorn, ltaly, where he prepared for publication his Or
HaHayyim on the Pentateuch and his Pri Toar on the Yoreh De'ah section of the
Shulhan Aruch, (in which he essentially addressed the rulings of R. Hezekiah de Silawa
found in the latter's Pri Haddash, which often disagrees with the rulings of the Shulhan
Aruch). In 1741 he arrived in the Land of Israel with a number of his disciples, and after
brief stays in Acre and Tiberias, he relocated to Jerusalem where he established a
yeshiva for the study of Talmud and Kabala. He vigorously struggled against the
Karaites living in Jerusalem at that time. He died in 1743, after having lived in Jerusalem
for less than a year. His Rishon leZion on a number of tractates and books of the Bible
was published after his death. However, his essential fame stems from his sanctity and
piety and his book, Or haHayyim, which combines simple commentary, homiletics, and
mysticism, and was very popular among the great Hassidic leaders.
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