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L. Introduction.
A. Basis for these customes of mourning.
1. 220 91 N> N - Rabi Akiva’s students died.
2. N PYD NN YN0 N2 YW - other tragedies also happened during this time.
B. Which days are days of mourning?
1. Opinion of the 1 - 'N OYO '8N YU TrW NNV - first 34 days.
2. Opinion of the pw X' - first 33 days.
3. Opinion of Tosafos as quoted by 3"¥n 0 NY2N WNa - 34 days that we don’t say ypnn.
4. Opinion of Arizal quoted by 1'ipv ¥'sn yrv nawm »ww - the entire sefirah period.
5. Slight variations quoted by D" Y0 'R NN YN MMN - starting from day one of Rosh
Chodesh and stopping for nbaxn »m» 'y, everything but Rosh Chodesh and Lag B’omer.
C. The difference between the periods of ih»ov and the three weeks.
1. Rav Ovadia Yosef n'vbe (D yov 5 phn nyt miny n™w)- time of tragedy - time of
holiness.
2. Rabbi Eider - The 3xn y»0 M says not to have too much simcha - in X3pn y2°0 he says
to minimize simcha.

II. Listening to Music.
A. The general prohibition to listen to music.

1. The prohibition - fw qT D oy - music is forbidden after destruction of beis
hamikdash. 3 97 pom NI - singing without music is also forbidden if accompanied by
wine.

2. The halacha.

a. A PYU Opn YYD 1ann - it is always forbidden (possible exception of s et mw - WA
T P" DY A0M)
b. oW N - maybe only forbidden for people who are used to hearing it constantly.
3. Why are so many people lenient?
a. to avoid depression.T'D Y2°0 NN APV NIPIN MY
b. songs that bring people closer to God are not included in the prohibition vVaw MW
VDU " PON YO
4. Background music.
a. "TIN IR YU NODNA DOMND DWW - permissible.
b. oW iy VAW N"W - prohibited.
B. The status of recorded music.

1. The generally assumed opinion - 3 Y0 V'O PYN WWON Y8 W - recorded voices are
voices, recorded instruments are instruments.

2. The strict approach. 3 NN MY Y0 NN I W MW - the player itself is an instrument
regardless of what it is playing (N 27 Piyb mows y'$y)

3. Lenient approach (2292 1n) 3py ngon n"w - the radio may be permitted beause it could
not have been part of the original prohibition - this would not help for sefirah.

C. Music during sefirah. 'N §"92"¥0 120 DNNAN 0 - dancing is forbidden.




1. stringent approach - If dancing is forbidden, certainly music is forbidden (and according
to some radios with only voices are called musical instruments) - P"TIN 23380 ¥'NTWY
200 3 PUN YT NN 1"0P Y0 N NN

2. lenient approach - it only says dancing - there was never a decree against music,
specifically slower songs that have a calming effect and would never lead to dancing is
permissible - *1¥1 07 HON 19D.

3. very lenient approach - N'O¥ »>m n™un Dwa >nynw - there is no prohibition
whatsoever - even listening to fast music mm yma is not called nhpwa manns.

4. singing - (O"¥t T2PYWN VWD) TV Y - singing that leads to dancing is MoN.

III. Shaving and Haircutting. many have a custom to prohibit Y'xn 120 W.

V.

A,

B.

What is no0on7 NP0 "9 mnpw ooy - both head hair and facial hair - 228 M350 o'am

2"1117"9 sounds that facial hair is secondary.

Is shaving permitted during sefirah?

1.3 Pyo 2'sn o Ty inow - forbidden to cut hair (most assume same applies to
shaving)..

2. N'SP Ty 2 ) - it 1s like wn 2> and the mva 1y is a couple of days.

3. (1NN DY WO DYA) D1 NO N9V 19D - shave every Friday. based on Y20 timax pn

20 ' OV YW T NP,

. Exceptions to the prohibition.

1. For business - 2p:7 NN 0NN

2. 720ya - DY 2MWM NN RN

3. Chosson - DY 123370 Y171 - even permissible on friday before aufruf.

4. Going to a wedding. "N Y*0 '3 pon NN 0" - depends if you would otherwise go
(against 2"PP YU NN NP ORIN MW - see UNIP N NN N'YIN). distinction between
wedding and a bris.

5. Rosh Chodesh - n"po y"sn imma mown

6. shaitels - like tailoring clothing (see "N w2 below)

Other forms of nnnw.

A.

ey

celebration of wedding well after the fact - VN PwHP AN - without music it is
permissible.

B. friendly get togethers - '32"¥N n2Wi T - permissible without music
C.
D. buying new clothing/»ninw. 2"pe M3 mwn - permissible. (see 12 Y90 3N MW 0D "W

movies - unclear what the issue is

- possible distinction between fruits and clothing)

. new house - R'DN™ WYON VN - permissible (although some chasidishe poskim are

machmir)
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