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I.  Primary Source. :> 91 mon.
II. Reason For the Mitzvah.
A. N MN8N TIPNN 19D - constant reminder to stay away from N nTay.
1. X9p Y20 1"y MW - we don’t need a reason.
a. oY qoY M1 - of course Rambam doesn’t need a reason.
b. ow nwn 17 - Tur didn’t think this about the Rambam - he is arguing about the parameters
of the issur.
C. 'NP"D OV T3V - arguing whether there is a maYn oW own AN
d. N2 y»o ©NWN 9 N"W - maybe reason determines whether you can cut with something other
than a razor.
2. DYDY NV oY N9 12X 1 - if this is the reason it should be more of a problem in the
vTPN, not less!
B. "2 mxn 10 190 - to have physical indication that we are different.
1. YN ¥N 1217900 )N YN 120 DY NNNYY DY TIYIN 190 - they must be visible.
ITI. Who is included in the prohibition?
A. ovw mon X - both 90 PPN get Mpon provided that 9P is y»on.
1. probably still 1y »a5 even if 9p» isn’t y»on.
2. Why does y»on count for anything?
a. bYW MO N"IV - this is a significant help; it is assur even without y»on.
B. (0nwx1 27M) 2 97 1" Mapin - even if not Y»on it is MON, just no MpHN.
1. 237 mxn W 0NN I 19D - according to Rambam no moN if not y»on.
2. 'n P"v NN M7 - unclear what level of issur it is.
3. Y p"o NN M7 - won’t allow even for m»1an Td.
C. Woman being 9pn a child - see n2PNY N NOPINY NWNI N"T DY QO 1.
D. Goy being 9>pn a child - 'n:Nop 7' N'1D says it’s permissible.
1. '3 p"v OW NN NN - very questionable.
IV. Location on the head.
A. Entire Head. .n) W - entire head is also n9pn Mo - nobody seems to argue.
B. Highest Point.
1. 122 'y N'WDHYHY PO HNIW INY NI INIW quotes two opinions.
2. (YW 2 YY) DTN BN 1 - Arizal drew line up to hairline.
C. Lowest Point. v:09p 7" Ty NV - bottom of the ear.
1. % X D Y0 ) PYN M2 R NV - clearly does not include the earlobe.
2. 12028 XN 0" - middle of the ear.
D. Width.
1. v:NoOp YW - can’t touch it.
a. ) 2" NN NN (197 Ny NNNPYD DTN TN N'YI NV 2 9T MYaY D'YN 12 NI -
can’t cut any of the hair, even by accident
b. DN MMM MWD 1YW - nobody holds this way practically, even Chasam Sofer
¢. what about stray hairs? from .2 97 M2 »"¥1 seems only connecting area of head and beard is
included (R’ Bleich - no issur to cut hair from nose)
2. 11390 2 PI9 YAy 0" - you only need to leave forty hairs.




V. Length of Hairs.
A. Does the prohibition only apply with a razor?
1. »2> v pMay MoYn 0"ana - only a problem with a razor.
a. 1 p"v N2wn 177 - Sefer Hachinuch holds Rambam would still say assur, just patur.
b. Reality - Sefer Hachinuch only says this by yp3n mb» and NOT by nwos.
2. NOWN N"T NN DY MADIN - any cutting implement is problematic
a. explanation of both opinions - X9p YD 7" qOY M2,
B. Halacha. yxap 7'v 7y 102w - worthwhile to be strict (but not m’ikar hadin b’dieved - n2wn M7
1 2"0 X9 120). How long is 9yn pyos ©M90n?
1. »: MW 0" - enough to bend over toward the root. pnY> NN applies to MNI.
2. TN DT D19 0" - long enough to be tweezed.
3. N7 YD NOYN WX - can’t do N w1 TND but can leave NP 1 NN if necessary.
4. »9n N9 - number 2
5. NOp YD NWMA - inexact, but very short.
VI. Extra Stringencies.
A. Why?
1. 1237 Y20 0”0 N"W - no mitzvah to grow hair, just issur to destroy it with razor.
2. P MNP NNYY YW O - best to never cut them.
a. Apparently a segulah - ) 'y nNNYY DTN
3. nop:n NWN N N - growing them longer is a MmN NN
a. LAY YYD NNV NN NV - beautifying mitzvos.
B. How long is too long? 'n MxX XD 120 'N PN nwn X2 Nw.
1. Based on kabala shouldn’t hang below the face
2. Chasam Sofer lamented super long peyos but 9 x> vy TP
3. Can’t upset parents about this especially if they have logical reasons.
4. nN9 N NNYW NOXYN says you can’t make all of you hair nNa.
C. Curly - the Shabbos Problem.
1. 2 PYo T Y20 NNIYND NI NPRVY - never curl on shabbos and definitely no curlers.
a. Footnote - limud zechus is that they are only adding to existing structure.
2. V7 1D X'N MMM MWD N"W - also a problem of pulling them out and of sechita after going
to the mikvah.
a. 72190 PoN 12T IN MW - not so worried about pulling them out but finds curling
distasteful.
D. Behind the Ears.
1. Argument against.
a. NOp Y20 ¥'n mavn mwn N - if it is a mitzvah don’t be embarassed by it!
b. perhaps similar to tucking tzitzis in pants - 12 "D 'n YD N"N 2" WN.
C. '0 P19 9wy mNIN - maybe Israel is different than YN YN,
2. Argument For.
a. P MY 3'Nwa NN - It will keep them out of the way so you won’t play with them on
shabbos.
b. 12 12°0 2"N N2 N NV - they can get really annoying when you are driving...
3. During Davening.
a. NN v 1o - take peyos out for davening.
b. 1% 12°0 2"N N2 N N"W - they only shouldn’t COVER the ears, so best to leave them
behind.
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The author heard directly from Harav Yakov Kamientzky zt”l that the upper limit of the peyos
ha’rosh begins at the highest point of the hairline as it arches over the ear, and extends in a




slightly curved line, across to where the hairline of the forehead turns sharply downward towards
the sideburns. All the hair from the imaginary line that connects these two points and below
comprises the peyos ha’rosh.

Some Rabbanim have a mesora, a tradition from their Rabbis, that the peyos do not extend above
the upper cartilage of the ear (tenuch ha’ozen) at all. According to their mesorah, the imaginary
line extends horizontally from the point in the hairline above the foremost part of ear almost until
where the downward slope of the frontal hairline angles back towards the ear.
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Practically speaking, if a person uses hair clippers with a number two attachment, the hair is




probably long enough to grasp. To be on the safe side, it is best to use no less than a number
three attachment, which certainly leaves the hair long enough to grasp.
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