Mishpatim: An Angel to walk before you - A
minor character in a major story

I am sending an angel before you to guard you on the
way and to bring you to the place that I have made
ready. Pay heed to him and obey him. Do not defy him,
for he will not pardon your offenses, since My Name is
in him; but if you obey him and do all that I say, I will
be an enemy to your enemies and a foe to your foes.
When My angel goes before you and brings you to the
Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Canaanites,
the Hivites, and the Jebusites, and I annihilate them,
you shall not bow down to their gods in worship or
follow their practices, but shall tear them down and
smash their pillars to bits. You shall serve the LORD
your God, and He will bless your bread and your water.
And I will remove sickness from your midst.

2 MY
INANDY T773 TNV 099 ININ NOVY dDIN NIN
19Pa ¥RV 19919 YN MDD YN DIPHN-IN
7D :339P3 MY D DOYYAY NWI ND 5 13 IN-HN
PRNY IIIN WX D DOVY) 19P2 YYD YNy on
12397 PONID T3 :PIWTNN ONIY) PRINTIN
MNNIYIDNY ORI OHNNNDY PINNRNTION IN>IN)
NDY DDONYND MNRIYN'ND :1NTNON) >IN
13¥) DDADD DI 02 DNOYYNI NYYD NIY DTN
7021 DXNON MN? NN DNTIY) :DNONIND I2VR

H729PN D200 XTN0DL PRIN NN INNY NN

But the LORD said to Moses, “He who has sinned
against Me, him only will I erase from My record. Go
now, lead the people where I told you. See, My angel
shall go before you. But when I make an accounting, I
will bring them to account for their sins.”...

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Set out from here, you
and the people that you have brought up from the land
of Egypt, to the land of which I swore to Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘To your offspring will I give
it’— I will send an angel before you, and I will drive out
the Canaanites, the Amorites, the Hittites, the
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites- a land
flowing with milk and honey. But I will not go in your
midst, since you are a stiffnecked people, lest I destroy
you on the way.” When the people heard this harsh
word, they went into mourning, and none put on his
finery. Moses said to the LORD, “See, You say to me,
‘Lead this people forward,” but You have not made
known to me whom You will send with me. Further,
You have said, ‘I have singled you out by name, and
you have, indeed, gained My favor.” Now, if I have
truly gained Your favor, pray let me know Your ways,
that I may know You and continue in Your favor.
Consider, too, that this nation is Your people.” And He
said, “I will go in the lead and will lighten your
burden.” And he said to Him, “Unless You go in the
lead, do not make us leave this place. For how shall it
be known that Your people have gained Your favor
unless You go with us, so that we may be distinguished,
Your people and I, from every people on the face of the
earth?” And the LORD said to Moses, “I will also do this
thing that you have asked; for you have truly gained
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My favor and I have singled you out by name.”

A lower angel

N:D:”D MNY DY sy
("9 PINVY) 7292 NZYN ND 2D DN NININ NYOYIY , NOND PTINYY IIWINI IND NI NHY IIIN NN

INY NINIY YA NIV . (03219119) T29P2 NOYR KD D NININ NIOYI XIVND PTINYY ITVIND IND ~ 12909
L2IP1N 92T DY MY TO WAYTY N ¥ 10 DX ONIRI (12Y) Nan

1D 1919) TP NYYNR XD D TRYND THAY O NNDYI I MR N'MAPNIY 2012%PNI XY NIND DIND 19DV DINVYD v
723792 1N OAINRKND D NION YT NN, NI NYYN IN 0O9IN 729 PN DN N D¥INT NPOY wpa nvm () 2
LV OY) NYYR NIAT YR DTN H2TN IN 010 9N D'APN D DNININ L, (RV-10 DY) 1DNY TNO52 RON 7YY MIN
NN NOYN IX DI9IN TI9 PR ONX XNIT,1N0IYAP RY XPNINIIDXANT (OV PITNID) 1IN T

1993 (RV A2 IOND) MRY NN RIN LN DYN BY DNMPNI XD NOND DIVD D NN NYTH 292 NN
NN O (T2 N YYIND) 2INDN MRY NN ,INRDND ONY NSV 1030 NYN DY NN INND JAN... TRV NN
NY 99N, 1DI8D DN NNNNYN I DN I NIV ITINT YT TOIY YWIN NN XIM I1POY RYM NP YYD
N2V 92T MY XY, (7> OW) 1TIY IR I2TH ONTNR NNYYIN IIRVY NIRIN OV ONNRI DNY N NN W OIR D
YO INMINWITIND ANIND NNN 9AN . NI NNY 112 XDY, (Y0 DY) 7237 DYN 7OV DY 1D MINY NON ,1MaYa PO
(NY) NPMININA YINN T (1> OW) 2NNI DNY VINY IN . DNNDNI DNID NAND ONIOY MYV TNDN NID> DNYn
MDD NOVW DV (32D 'MNYIA) 1IN YN LINY TORY NNI XD OINIX DNTY TA0 DYN 21023 YANIY XID OIN
VYT NN MNIY INMIN DRI YYIND 1OV 10IPNRY AW INIX RN YN DNY 1D, NYN N1 YO 9w ond
STRDN NIV IIIN NIN NI TID ,ONNA NNY N RIAN Y OINROI RY IR INIA

Once, when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up
and saw a man standing before him, drawn sword
in hand. Joshua went up to him and asked him,
“Are you one of us or of our enemies?” He replied,
“No, I am captain of the LORD’s host. Now I have
come!” Joshua threw himself face down to the
ground and, prostrating himself, said to him,
“What does my lord command his servant?” The
captain of the LORD’s host answered Joshua,
“Remove your sandals from your feet, for the
place where you stand is holy.” And Joshua did so.
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Natural vs. Personal providence

https://mizrachi.org/parashat-mishpatim-god-angel-jews-rav-ezra-bick/

The Ran, as part of his answer to these questions, explains the metaphysical meaning of “angels” in the
Torah. He explains that when God’s actions in the world are in proportion to the causes in the world, this is
described as being done by an angel, meaning by an agent who acts in accordance with rules. For instance,
this would be true of any act of Divine Providence that took place within the laws of nature. For that reason,
the Rambam states that the laws of nature are “angels,” meaning agents of God’s will. The same holds true
of moral rules as well. The basic moral rule is reward and punishment; in other words, justice. By this rule, a




man gets what he deserves. If a man gets only what he deserves, whether reward for virtue or punishment
for sin, he is under the providence of an “angel.” In other words, “angel” means the providence of rules,
where the law of cause and effect holds. The effect cannot be greater than the causes. The angel does not
diminish God’s responsibility for the effect, but merely signifies that the effect is according to the rules of
nature or of Divine Providence.

By contrast, a direct action of God signifies a PERSONAL response of God to the human condition.
Here, there is no necessity for proportion between cause and effect, as the law of cause and effect does not
bind God. Causes are, in fact, irrelevant, since God Himself and His will are the only, and the direct, cause.
The action could be attributed to God’s love, or to His anger, but in any event it is attributed to the personal
care of God.

In this way the Ran explains the apparent contradiction between the two angels we have examined.
If one sins, the rule says that one will be punished. The rules do not allow for pardon, since that violates
justice. How could one’s condition be different than what one deserves? Pardon for sin, in the eyes of an
“angel,” is like a match deciding to burn without friction, “pardoning” one who neglected to strike it. Hence,
“he will not pardon your sins.” On the other hand, the punishment will always “fit the crime,” and therefore
will probably not lead to total destruction. But if God is directly leading the Jews, and they, a stiff-necked
people, rebel and not follow His ways, the possibility that “I devour you on the way” exists. Personal
attention is a wonderful — but potentially exceedingly dangerous — thing...

We can now understand the message in our parasha. The exodus from Egypt was totally
‘non-angelic.” As Chazal put it (in the famous passage found in the Pesach Haggada), “I. and not an angel:
I, and not a seraph: |, and not a messenger.” The miracles were neither in proportion to the spiritual state of
the Jews, nor did they work through the forces of nature. But the goal of the exodus is to reach the Land of
Israel, to settle in it, work the land, be responsible for developing it, and in general to lead a natural life
under God’s providence according to the Torah. God, in our parasha, is not threatening to leave the Jews,
but to relate, on a day-to-day basis, according to the rules of the Torah itself. This change is inherent in the
giving of the Torah, a set of rules, and the entering into a covenant between the Jews and God, a contract
which defines behavior. Moshe has no objection to this “angel;” on the contrary, it is the fulfillment of the
Torah he is helping to bring and a necessary condition of life in the promised land, his goal...

All of these verses describe agents — My terror, the hornets — which will produce a result which to us
appears miraculous. Even miracles are “angelic,” if they are deserved. Angelic providence, then, is not a
negative form of providence; on the contrary, it is the goal of living a life according to Torah in a world with
laws and rules. This is the first thing God explains after giving the “rules,” the mishpatim, which follow the
decalogue itself.

The sin of the golden calf changed this, mandating not only angelic providence but the removal of
direct personal providence which might have overridden the first at a time of great sin, especially a sin like
the calf which was a personal rejection of God. God proposes therefore not only to send an angel. but to
remove Himself from direct contact with the people. This Moshe rejects, for without the personal presence
of God, he feels, there is no point in going to Eretz Yisrael and living under angelic providence. To this claim
of Moshe God accedes.
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Moreh Nevuchim I1:34

THE meaning of the Scriptural passage, "Behold I will send an angel before thee, " etc. (Exod. xxiii. 20), is
identical with the parallel passage in Deuteronomy which God is represented to have addressed to Moses at
the revelation on Mount Sinai, namely, "I will raise them up a prophet from among their brethren, " etc.
(Deut. xviii. 18). The words, "Beware of him, and obey his voice, " etc., said in reference to the angel,

prove [that this passage speaks of a prophet]. For there is no doubt that the commandment is given to the

ordinary people, to whom angels do not appear with commandments and exhortations, and it is therefore
unnecessary to tell them not to disobey him. The meaning of the passage quoted above is this: God informs

the Israelites that He will raise up for them a prophet, to whom an angel will appear in order to speak to
him, to command him, and to exhort him; he therefore cautions them not to rebel against this angel,
whose word the prophet will communicate to them. Therefore it is expressly said in Deuteronomy, "Unto
him ye shall hearken' (Deut. xviii. 15); "And it shall come to pass that whosoever shall not hearken unto
my words which he shall speak in my name, " etc. (ibid. 19). This is the explanation of the words, "for my
name is in him" (Exod. xxiv. 22). The object of all this is to say to the Israelites, This great sight witnessed
by you, the revelation on Mount Sinai, will not continue for ever, nor will it ever be repeated. Fire and
cloud will not continually rest over the tabernacle, as they are resting now on it: but the towns will be
conquered for you, peace will be secured for you in the land, and you will be informed of what you have to
do, by an angel whom I will send to your prophets; he will thus teach you what to do, and what not to do.
Here a principle is laid clown which I have constantly expounded, viz., that all prophets except Moses
receive the prophecy through an angel.

R. Shimshon Raphael Hirsch

who, in any case, belonged, in no small or unimportant degree, to those
measures and means which God used to fulfil the fate of Isracl. Bearing in
mind the verse in Numbers XX, where, by the term 7&?n Moses is specifically
to be understood (D™Xnn ORI RN N%Y™) we think it is not far-fetched
to take the “messenger of God” sent before Tsrael; of our verse here, too,
fo refer specially fo Moses. In any case, it states here, that, just as their
protection in the wandering through the wilderness was quite clearly, solely
the direct work of the almighty power of God, so the taking possession of the
Promised Land, *nion 9wX which God had prepared quite specially as the
land for the people of His Torah, was to be purely the work of the same
Divine Power and not the achievement of human swords. — °ni571 the

characteristics of the soil of Palestine, and the climate and physical properties

which were accorded to the land, are all in accordance with the mission

that the life of the nation based on the spirit of God and His Torah, was

meant to develop. (cf. Deut. X1,10—12 and in conjunction with it, 13 et

seq.; Jonah 1,3 and expressions such as 0¥dnm >"XT XMW etc.).

X% n%w 01k M. We have already remarked on %3 %07 (Gen
XLVIIL16) that the term R%n does not necessarily imply an individual, a
human or superhuman creature, but may also be used for any contrivance
which God arranges for some special purpose. One could have been able
to take it here to mean “‘angel” or in the general meaning “Fate, Providence”,
literally “something sent”, if V.21 & 22 did not speak of the obedience
which is to be given to this 7%% and the instructions and orders of God
which he has to transmit. We do not find that God sent His instructions
and orders through an angel, and so we must, even if we do take it in that
general sense, take it that Moses is specially to be understood by the term,




