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MISHNA: The daily afternoon offering is slaughtered at eight and a half hours of the day,
which is two and a half hours after midday, and is sacrificed, i.e., its offering on the altar is
completed, at nine and a half hours of the day. On the eves of Passover, when the Paschal lamb
must be offered after the daily offering, the daily offering is sacrificed earlier; it is slaughtered at
seven and a half hours and sacrificed at eight and a half hours, whether it occurs during the
week or on Shabbat. If Passover eve occurs on Shabbat eve, when the Paschal lamb must be
offered even earlier to ensure that it will be roasted before the onset of Shabbat, the daily offering
is slaughtered at six and a half hours and sacrificed at seven and a half hours, and the
Paschal lamb is offered thereafter.
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Rava said: The mitzva of the daily offering is from when the sun begins to descend westward
so that the evening shadows slant eastward, shortly after midday. What is the reason for this? It
is because the verse states: In the afternoon [bein ha’arbayim], which we understand to mean
from the time that the sun begins to descend westward [ma’arav]. Therefore, on the rest of
the days of the year, when there are many voluntary vow offerings and free-will offerings that
must be sacrificed, these offerings are brought after the daily morning offering. As the Merciful
One says with regard to the daily offering: “The fire on the altar shall be kept burning on it, it shall
not be extinguished; and the priest shall kindle wood on it every morning; he shall prepare the
burnt-offering upon it and shall cause the fats of the peace-offerings to go up in smoke upon it”
(Leviticus 6:5). And the Master said that the phrase: “The fats of the peace-offerings upon it”
should be interpreted in the following manner: “Upon it,” i.e., after this daily morning burnt-
offering; only then should the priest complete all the other offerings. This teaches that all the
other offerings must be sacrificed after the daily morning offering and prior to the daily afternoon
offering. Since many offerings must be sacrificed prior to the daily afternoon offering, rather than
sacrificing the latter at six and a half hours, as soon as it is permitted to do so, we postpone the
offering for two hours, and sacrifice it at eight and a half hours of the day. On the eves of
Passover, on the other hand, when there is the Paschal lamb that must be brought after the
daily afternoon offering, and sufficient time must be left for the slaughter of the numerous Paschal
lambs, we advance the daily afternoon offering one hour and sacrifice it at seven and a half
hours. When Passover eve occurs on Shabbat eve, when there is also the roasting of the
Paschal lamb, which does not override the Shabbat prohibitions and therefore must be
completed before Shabbat, we establish its sacrifice at the earliest time that its halakha allows,
at six and a half hours.
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We have already stated that the time of the Minchah Prayer was established in correspondence to the
daily afternoon sacrifice. Since the daily [afternoon] sacrifice was offered every day at nine and a half
hours, [the Sages] established its time as nine and a half hours. This is referred to as "the lesser
Minchah."

When the eve of Pesach fell on Friday, they would slaughter the daily [afternoon] sacrifice at six and a
half hours. Accordingly, [the Sages] ordained that one who prays [Minchah] after six and a half hours
has fulfilled his obligation. When this time arrives, the time of its obligation begins. This is referred to
as "the greater Minchah."
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