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Crisis & Faith

Perek 14
Yoav and Avshalom: So Similar, So Different

,OY-01 ;M) 92 ,N12 01OYaAN) nY 38 So Absalom fled, and went to Geshur, and was there
.0”)Y ¥oy three years.

-ON NINYY ,7290 1T 9om VY 39 And the soul of king David failed with longing for
- )NNR-5Y 0M)-d - 0PYAN Absalom; for he was comforted concerning Amnon, seeing
{o} hewasdead. {S}

-5y, 7990 22-0 (N2 anD vy 1) X 1 Now Joab the son of Zeruiah perceived that the king’s
.0¥van heart was toward Absalom.

NYN OYN NN ,NYipR and N2y 2 2 And Joab sent to Tekoa, and fetched thence a wise
-YY2D) R-DANDN YN NN ; NNdN woman, and said unto her: /I pray thee, feign thyself to be a
N )PV 0NDR-ON) ,YAN->T)2 N) mourner, and put on mourning apparel, I pray thee, and
JR-5Y NYANNN 027 0 NY NYND  anoint not thyself with oil, but be as a woman that had a
long time mourned for the dead,;

7272 098 12T ,7290-ON , NN » 3 and go in to the king, and speak on this manner unto him.’
.92 ,07270-NN AND 0w ;M0 So Joab put the words in her mouth.
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2. Metzudat David
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,T290-ON ,TYPRD NYRD MNM 4 4 And when the woman of Tekoa spoke to the king, she fell
SN INHYM ,NYIN DaN-DY H9m  on her face to the ground, and prostrated herself, and said:
{o} 7290 nywin 'Help, O king.’ {S}

CMMNRY ;72-70 , 7900 P2-NN A 5 And the king said unto her: *What aileth thee?” And she
DN NIN--IN MNIN-NYNR DI answered: 'Of a truth [ am a widow, my husband being
dead.

DIV 1IN, 0727V ,FNNovm 3 6 And thy handmaid had two sons, and they two strove
TOND 1921 ; 072 280 PN)Y ,NTwa together in the field, and there was none to part them, but
AN DN, TND-NX - the one smote the other, and killed him.

,ANNOY-5Y NNaYND-2 NP M) t 7 And, behold, the whole family is risen against thy
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handmaid, and they said: Deliver him that smote his
brother, that we may kill him for the life of his brother
whom he slew, and so destroy the heir also. Thus will they
quench my coal which is left, and will leave to my husband
neither name nor remainder upon the face of the earth.” {P}

8 And the king said unto the woman: 'Go to thy house, and
I will give charge concerning thee.’

9 And the woman of Tekoa said unto the king: ‘My lord, O
king, the iniquity be on me, and on my father’s house; and
the king and his throne be guiltless.” {S}

10 And the king said: "Whosoever saith aught unto thee,
bring him to me, and he shall not touch thee any more.’

11 Then said she: 'I pray thee, let the king remember the
LORD thy God, that the avenger of blood destroy not any
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more, lest they destroy my son.” And he said: 'As the
LORD liveth, there shall not one hair of thy son fall to the
earth.’
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12 Then the woman said: ’Let thy handmaid, I pray thee,
speak a word unto my lord the king.” And he said: ’Say
on.’ {S}

13 And the woman said: 'Wherefore then hast thou devised
such a thing against the people of God? for in speaking this
word the king is as one that is guilty, in that the king doth
not fetch home again his banished one.

14 For we must needs die, and are as water spilt on the
ground, which cannot be gathered up again; neither doth
God respect any person; but let him devise means, that he
that is banished be not an outcast from him.

15 Now therefore seeing that I am come to speak this word
unto my lord the king, it is because the people have made
me afraid; and thy handmaid said: I will now speak unto the
king; it may be that the king will perform the request of his
servant.

16 For the king will hear, to deliver his servant out of the
hand of the man that would destroy me and my son together
out of the inheritance of God.

17 Then thy handmaid said: Let, I pray thee, the word of my
lord the king be for my comfort; for as an angel of God, so
is my lord the king to discern good and bad; and the LORD
N thy God be with thee.’ {P}

18 Then the king answered and said unto the woman: '"Hide
not from me, I pray thee, aught that I shall ask thee.” And the
woman said: 'Let my lord the king now speak.’

19 And the king said: ’Is the hand of Joab with thee in all
this?” And the woman answered and said: ’As thy soul
liveth, my lord the king, none can turn to the right hand or to
the left from aught that my lord the king hath spoken; for
thy servant Joab, he bade me, and he put all these words in
the mouth of thy handmaid;

20 to change the face of the matter hath thy servant Joab
done this thing; and my lord is wise, according to the
wisdom of an angel of God, to know all things that are in the
earth.’ {S}

21 And the king said unto Joab: 'Behold now, I have granted
this request; go therefore, bring the young man Absalom
back.’

22 And Joab fell to the ground on his face, and prostrated
himself, and blessed the king; and Joab said: 'To-day thy
servant knoweth that I have found favour in thy sight, my
lord, O king, in that the king hath performed the request of
thy servant.’

23 So Joab arose and went to Geshur, and brought Absalom
to Jerusalem. {S}
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27 And when Abner was returned to Hebron, Joab took him
aside into the midst of the gate to speak with him quietly, and
smote him there in the groin, that he died, for the blood of
Asahel his brother.

28 And afterward when David heard it, he said: 'l and my
kingdom are guiltless before the LORD for ever from the blood
of Abner the son of Ner;

29 let it fall upon the head of Joab, and upon all his father’s
house; and let there not fail from the house of Joab one that hath
an issue, or that is a leper, or that leaneth on a staff, or that
falleth by the sword, or that lacketh bread.’

30 So Joab and Abishai his brother slew Abner, because he had
killed their brother Asahel at Gibeon in the battle. {S}
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24 And the king said: 'Let him turn to his own house, but let
him not see my face.” So Absalom turned to his own house,
and saw not the king’s face. {S}

25 Now in all Israel there was none to be so much praised as
Absalom for his beauty; from the sole of his foot even to the
crown of his head there was no blemish in him.

26 And when he polled his head--now it was at every year’s
end that he polled it; because the hair was heavy on him,
therefore he polled it--he weighed the hair of his head at two
hundred shekels, after the king’s weight.

27 And unto Absalom there were born three sons, and one
daughter, whose name was Tamar; she was a woman of a
fair countenance. {P}
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Shaul

N2 DINY DY 12 M0-19) 3 2 And he had a son, whose name was Saul, young and goodly,
20 bN‘WJ’ 2 YN PR) ,230) and there was not among the children of Israel a goodlier person
-bDD 33 ,n2Y1m) 102¥n ;199K than he: from his shoulders and upward he was higher than any

.oyn of the people.

Golyat

NHNHN 0NIAN-WN N¥N 4 4 And there went out a champion from the camp of the
YV ,iN2) 1 inY MYy ,0onvro Philistines, named Goliath, of Gath, whose height was six
DM NN cubits and a span.
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Naval

,210722 NWYNI 1ivna ¥N) 3 2 And there was a man in Maon, whose possessions were in
-NYOY NN 19) TN D17 W) Carmel; and the man was very great, and he had three
-NIN )2 O ; DY qu D’QbN thousand sheep, and a thousand goats; and he was shearing
bmb:l ;NN his sheep in Carmel.

Asa’el
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18 And the three sons of Zeruiah were there, Joab, and
Abishai, and Asahel; and Asahel was as light of foot as
one of the roes that are in the field.

Syn 11T 0PN AN NY? >N 3 2 And it came to pass at eventide, that David arose from off
,T2910-172 X)- by ‘[bﬂnn j25¥n  his bed, and walked upon the roof of the king’s house; and
,YND) ;N0 OYN N8N NYN XY from the roof he saw a woman bathing; and the woman was
TN NN NV very beautiful to look upon.

Yonadav

,IYNY-12,2T39 9D¥) 7 1IN0 & 3 But Amnon had a friend, whose name was Jonadab, the son
IR 00N VIR, AT ; TYToNK of Shimeah David’s brother; and Jonadab was a very subtle
man.
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28 And Absalom dwelt two full years in Jerusalem; and he
saw not the kings face.

29 Then Absalom sent for Joab, to send him to the king; but
he would not come to him; and he sent again a second time,
but he would not come.

30 Therefore he said unto his servants: 'See, Joab’s field is
near mine, and he hath barley there; go and set it on fire.’
And Absalom’s servants set the field on fire. {P}

31 Then Joab arose, and came to Absalom unto his house,
and said unto him: *"Wherefore have thy servants set my
field on firev

32 And Absalom answered Joab: ‘Behold, I sent unto thee,
saying: Come hither, that I may send thee to the king, to
say: Wherefore am I come from Geshur? it were better for
me to be there still; now therefore let me see the king’s face;
and if there be iniquity in me, let him kill me.’

33 So Joab came to the king, and told him; and when he had
called for Absalom, he came to the king, and bowed himself
on his face to the ground before the king; and the king
kissed Absalom. {S}
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