The King of Complexity:
Introducing King David

Part 3/4
The King Who Was Too Good: Shaul’s Rise and Fall

1. Shmuel Aleph 9:1-2

,(P2)an) P> 1an vwn->nn X 1 Now there was a man of Benjamin, whose name was Kish,
-12 977912 Hn0aN-12 vp Yy the son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of Becorath, the
9 Y¥OINR-12--NOX-12 N1152 son of Aphiah, the son of a Benjamite, a mighty man of
2,773y valour.

,2290) MIN2 ,JINY WY 12 MN-191a 2 And he had a son, whose name was Saul, young and
;3991 290 bm\w »an v PN) goodly, and there was not among the children of Israel a
.0yn- b:m m3) N2y inovn  goodlier person than he: from his shoulders and upward he
was higher than any of the people.

2. Shmuel Aleph 14:47-48

-5y ,N20nN 192 HINY) M 47 So Saul took the kingdom over Israel, and fought against all
PIIN- 53:1 v tmbn bNW)’ his enemies on every side, against Moab, and against the
’Db)ﬁ:n DYTNDY IY- ’J:m anna children of Ammon, and against Edom, and against the kings of

-UN 9521 ,0RYY91 ,N21Y Zobah, and against the Philistines; and whithersoever he turned
Y M9 himself, he put them to the worse.

DN ; PIRY-NN 721,900 wyn N 48 And he did valiantly, and smote the Amalekites, and
{9} 2oV TN Sxw-nn delivered Israel out of the hands of them that spoiled them. {P}

3. Shmuel Aleph 28:3

,INIW-DD 19-17901--nn Hxnvy ) 3 Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had lamented him,
00 ,2INY) ; YD 1973 3172p7N and buried him in Ramah even in his own city. And Saul had
\{‘)Nﬂn-—onv‘_ﬁﬁ NN) MAND put away those that divined by a ghost or a familiar spirit out
of the land.

4. Shmuel Aleph 16:1

NRNONN-TY ONNY-Sx M MNN X 1 And the LORD said unto Samuel: "How long wilt thou
‘[bnn PROND NN bm\v 5n 9annn mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from being
TNOUN 791,10V TP an SNT-9y king over Israel’ fill thy horn with oil, and go, I will
)2 122 OTINYI-NNIN- J'\’:l »vr-on send thee to Jesse the Beth-lehemite; for I have provided
49n Me aking among his sons.’
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6. Shmuel Aleph 10
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6 And the spirit of the LORD will come mightily upon thee, and
thou shalt prophesy with them, and shalt be turned into another
man.

oyn N2YY 119V 1Mo MM v 9 And it was so, that when he had turned his back to go from
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Samuel, God gave him another heart; and all those signs came
to pass that day. {S}

Theme 1: Appearances Can Be Misleading!

7. Shmuel Aleph 9
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5 When they were come to the land of Zuph, Saul said to his
servant that was with him: *Come and let us return; lest my
father leave caring for the asses, and become anxious
concerning us.’

6 And he said unto him: '‘Behold now, there is in this city a
man of God, and he is a man that is held in honour; all that
he saith cometh surely to pass; now let us go thither;
peradventure he can tell us concerning our journey whereon
we go.!

7 Then said Saul to his servant: 'But, behold, if we go, what
shall we bring the man? for the bread is spent in our vessels,
and there is not a present to bring to the man of God; what
have we

8 And the servant answered Saul again, and said: ‘Behold, I
have in my hand the fourth part of a shekel of silver, that
will I give to the man of God, to tell us our way.’--

9 Beforetime in Israel, when a man went to inquire of God,
thus he said: ‘Come and let us go to the seer’; for he that is
now called a prophet was beforetime called a seer.--

10 Then said Saul to his servant: *"Well said; come, let us
go.” So they went unto the city where the man of God was.
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11 As they went up the ascent to the city, they found young
maidens going out to draw water, and said unto them: 'Is the
seer here

12 And they answered them, and said: 'He is; behold, he is
before thee; make haste now, for he is come to-day into the
city; for the people have a sacrifice to-day in the high place.

13 As soon as ye are come into the city, ye shall straightway
find him, before he go up to the high place to eat; for the
people will not eat until he come, because he doth bless the
sacrifice; and afterwards they eat that are bidden. Now
therefore get you up; for at this time ye shall find him.
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10. Ibid. 10-12
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24 And Saul said unto Samuel: 'I have sinned; for I have
transgressed the commandment of the LORD, and thy
words; because I feared the people, and hearkened to their
voice.

25 Now therefore, I pray thee, pardon my sin, and return
with me, that I may worship the LORD.’

26 And Samuel said unto Saul: 'I will not return with thee;
for thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, and the
LORD hath rejected thee from being king over Israel.” {S}

27 And as Samuel turned about to go away, he laid hold
upon the skirt of his robe, and it rent. {S}

28 And Samuel said unto him: 'The LORD hath rent the
kingdom of Israel from thee this day, and hath given it to a
neighbour of thine, that is better than thou. {S}

29 And also the Glory of Israel will not lie nor repent; for
He is not a man, that He should repent.’

30 Then he said: ’I have sinned; yet honour me now, I pray
thee, before the elders of my people, and before Israel, and
return with me, that I may worship the LORD thy God.’

31 So Samuel returned after Saul; and Saul worshipped the
LORD. {S}

Then came the word of the LORD unto Samuel, saying:
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11 'It repenteth Me that I have set up Saul to be king; for he is
turned back from following Me, and hath not performed My
commandments.” And it grieved Samuel; and he cried unto the
LORD all night.

12 And Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morning; and it
was told Samuel, saying: '‘Saul came to Carmel, and, behold,
he is setting him up a monument, and is gone about, and passed
) on, and gone down to Gilgal.’

NHN JOP-ON NIDD--DNINY NN 1 17 And Samuel said: 'Though thou be little in thine own
TOUMY ; NN DN HvIY WUNY Py sight, art thou not head of the tribes of Israel? And the
‘JNW\’_)’ -5y, 7297 M LORD anointed thee king over Israel;

12.Shmuel Aleph 17:42-43

Vs. David...

,TYIT-NN NN OINYIOD V) AN 42 And when the Philistine looked about, and saw David,
NY-DY NNTNY W) MD->3 3N he disdained him; for he was but a youth, and ruddy, and
.Ix withal of a fair countenance.

PN 2991, TIT-5N P RYHaN NN M 43 And the Philistine said unto David: *Am I a dog, that
bb?ﬂ mb?m. YON-N2 NAN-Y2  thou comest to me with staves?” And the Philistine cursed
mbm ,TY7-Tx Oonwoen  David by his god.

13.Shmuel Aleph 16:6-7

;ANOIN-NIN XY ,ONI22 970y 6 And it came to pass, when they were come, that he beheld
{v} A M 1) T8 NN Eliab, and said: 'Surely the LORDS anointed is before

Him. {S}

VIAN-ON ONINY-IN MM NN T 7 But the LORD said unto Samuel: 'Look not on his
M3--INNIP M2)- bm IMNID-9N countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have
--DTIND N N N9 D PROND rejected him; for it is not as man seeth: for man looketh on
Ny MM omvb NNy 0T8N 0 the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the
1199 heart.
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15.Shmuel Bet 6:20-22
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20 Then David returned to bless his household. {S} And Michal
the daughter of Saul came out to meet David, and said: "How
did the king of Israel get him honour to-day, who uncovered
himself to-day in the eyes of the handmaids of his servants, as
one of the vain fellows shamelessly uncovereth himself!’

21 And David said unto Michal: '‘Before the LORD, who chose
me above thy father, and above all his house, to appoint me
prince over the people of the LORD, over Israel, before the
LORD will I make merry.

22 And I will be yet more vile than thus, and will be base in
mine own sight; and with the handmaids whom thou hast
spoken of, with them will I get me honour.’

Theme 2: Power and Family Do Not Mix

16.Shmuel Aleph 14:36-45
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36 And Saul said: 'Let us go down after the Philistines
by night, and spoil them until the morning light, and
let us not leave a man of them.” And they said: ‘Do
whatsoever seemeth good unto thee.’ {S} Then said
the priest: 'Let us draw near hither unto God.’

37 And Saul asked counsel of God: 'Shall I go down
after the Philistines? wilt Thou deliver them into the
hand of Israel?” But He answered him not that day.

38 And Saul said: 'Draw nigh hither, all ye chiefs of
the people; and know and see wherein this sin hath
been this day.

39 For, as the LORD liveth, who saveth Israel, though
it be in Jonathan my son, he shall surely die.” But there
was not a man among all the people that answered
him.

40 Then said he unto all Israel: 'Be ye on one side, and
I and Jonathan my son will be on the other side.’ And
the people said unto Saul: ‘Do what seemeth good
unto thee.’ {S}

41 Therefore Saul said unto the LORD, the God of
Israel: 'Declare the right.” And Jonathan and Saul were
taken by lot; but the people escaped.

42 And Saul said: 'Cast lots between me and Jonathan
my son.” And Jonathan was taken.

43 Then Saul said to Jonathan: 'Tell me what thou hast
done.” And Jonathan told him, and said: ‘I did
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; TYT-NN,DINY-N2 50 ANNRM D
PPYD TN YN, IRYI 1T

SN L2 MINN JINY NN NI
; DRYII-TY N2-NT ,YUPRIing 10
DXNYA , TIT-DN DINY NN
.01 2 1NNNN

Theme 3:

certainly taste a little honey with the end of the rod
that was in my hand; here am I: 1 will die.” {S}

44 And Saul said: 'God do so and more also; thou
shalt surely die, Jonathan.’

45 And the people said unto Saul: 'Shall Jonathan die,
who hath wrought this great salvation in Israel? Far
from it; as the LORD liveth, there shall not one hair of
his head fall to the ground; for he hath wrought with
God this day.’ So the people rescued Jonathan, that he
died not. {S}

30 Then Saul’s anger was kindled against Jonathan, and he
said unto him: 'Thou son of perverse rebellion, do not [ know
that thou hast chosen the son of Jesse to thine own shame, and
unto the shame of thy mother’s nakedness?

31 For as long as the son of Jesse liveth upon the earth, thou
shalt not be established, nor thy kingdom. Wherefore now
send and fetch him unto me, for he deserveth to die.’ {S}

32 And Jonathan answered Saul his father, and said unto him:
'Wherefore should he be put to death? what hath he done’

33 And Saul cast his spear at him to smite him; whereby
Jonathan knew that it was determined of his father to put
David to death. {S}

34 So Jonathan arose from the table in fierce anger, and did eat
no food the second day of the month; for he was grieved for
David, and because his father had put him to shame. {S}

20 And Michal Saul’s daughter loved David; and they told
Saul, and the thing pleased him.

21 And Saul said: 'I will give him her, that she may be a snare
to him, and that the hand of the Philistines may be against him.’
Wherefore Saul said to David: 'Thou shalt this day be my son-
in-law through the one of the twain.’

The king’s will or the King’s Will?

19. Shmuel Aleph 23:19-21
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--NT172,7290 799 MN-527 Ny 5 20 Now therefore, O king, come down, according to all the
290 T2 V100 13b1 ;771 desire of thy soul to come down; and our part shall be to

deliver him up into the king’s hand.’

M2 DRNX 02172, 2INY NN N 21 And Saul said: 'Blessed be ye of the LORD; for ye have
29y 009N > had compassion on me.

20.Shmuel Aleph 15:10-14, 19-25
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10 Then came the word of the LORD unto Samuel, saying:

11 'It repenteth Me that I have set up Saul to be king; for he is
turned back from following Me, and hath not performed My
commandments.” And it grieved Samuel; and he cried unto the
LORD all night.

12 And Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morning; and it
was told Samuel, saying: 'Saul came to Carmel, and, behold,
he is setting him up a monument, and is gone about, and passed
) on, and gone down to Gilgal.’

13 And Samuel came to Saul; and Saul said unto him: 'Blessed
be thou of the LORD; I have performed the commandment of
the LORD.

14 And Samuel said: '"What meaneth then this bleating of the
sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?’
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19 Wherefore then didst thou not hearken to the voice of the
LORD, but didst fly upon the spoil, and didst that which was
evil in the sight of the LORD? {S}

20 And Saul said unto Samuel: 'Yea, [ have hearkened to the
voice of the LORD, and have gone the way which the LORD
sent me, and have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and
have utterly destroyed the Amalekites.

21 But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief
of the devoted things, to sacrifice unto the LORD thy God in
Gilgal. {S}

22 And Samuel said: 'Hath the LORD as great delight in
burnt-offerings and sacrifices, as in hearkening to the voice
of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to
hearken than the fat of rams.

23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness
is as idolatry and teraphim. Because thou hast rejected the
word of the LORD, He hath also rejected thee from being
king.’ {S}

24 And Saul said unto Samuel: 'I have sinned; for I have
transgressed the commandment of the LORD, and thy
words; because I feared the people, and hearkened to their
voice.
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21.Shmuel Aleph 24:17-22
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22.Shmuel Aleph 28:5-7
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23. Shmuel Bet 12:7-13

25 Now therefore, I pray thee, pardon my sin, and return with
me, that [ may worship the LORD.’

17 And he said to David: 'Thou art more righteous than I; for
thou hast rendered unto me good, whereas I have rendered
unto thee evil.

18 And thou hast declared this day how that thou hast dealt
well with me; forasmuch as when the LORD had delivered
me up into thy hand, thou didst not kill me.

19 For if a man find his enemy, will he let him go well away?
wherefore the LORD reward thee good for that which thou
hast done unto me this day.

20 And now, behold, I know that thou shalt surely be king,
and that the kingdom of Israel shall be established in thy
hand.

21 Swear now therefore unto me by the LORD, that thou wilt
not cut off my seed after me, and that thou wilt not destroy
my name out of my father’s house.’

22 And David swore unto Saul. And Saul went home; but
David and his men got them up unto the stronghold. {S}

§ And when Saul saw the host of the Philistines, he was
afraid, and his heart trembled greatly.

6 And when Saul inquired of the LORD, the LORD
answered him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by
prophets.

7 Then said Saul unto his servants: '‘Seek me a woman that
divineth by a ghost, that I may go to her, and inquire of her.’
And his servants said to him: 'Behold, there is a woman that
divineth by a ghost at En-dor.’

Vs. David...

YNNLN IM-ON TIT NN M 13 And David said unto Nathan: 'I have sinned against the
-0, NT-ON M MNN {D} ;M2 LORD. {S} And Nathan said unto David: 'The LORD also
N NO--nRVN 2ayn M’ hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die.

24.Tehillim 19:10-15
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altogether;
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11 More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine
gold; sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.

12 Moreover by them is Thy servant warned; in keeping of
them there is great reward.

13 Who can discern his errors? Clear Thou me from hidden
faults.

14 Keep back Thy servant also from presumptuous sins, that
they may not have dominion over me; {N}

then shall I be faultless, and I shall be clear from great
transgression.

15 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable before Thee, {N}
O LORD, my Rock, and my Redeemer. {P}

Theme 4: Things Come Full Circle
A. The Visit to Shmuel; The Visit to the Ba’alat Ov

INNIP-NON 599 SINY )N 5 20 Then Saul fell straightway his full length upon the earth,
-0); bwa 270 , TN N ,N¥IN and was sore afraid, because of the words of Samuel; and
-b; ,DNY 99N NY 9--12 M- N ,N3 there was no strength in him; for he had eaten no bread all
.N2910-92) 0w the day, nor all the night.

B. Shaul’s First Prophecy; Shaul’s Second Prophecy
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10 And when they came thither to the hill, behold, a band of
prophets met him; and the spirit of God came mightily upon
him, and he prophesied among them.

11 And it came to pass, when all that knew him beforetime
saw that, behold, he prophesied with the prophets, {S} then
the people said one to another: *What is this that is come unto
the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?’

12 And one of the same place answered and said: And who is
their father?” Therefore it became a proverb: ’Is Saul also
among the prophets?’

MM ;1072 (NPY TN-DN, 0V 722159
‘[15‘1 ‘[bn tmbN N NXIN-D) VY
1172 (N17)2) 7N ,INI-TY XN

NIN-0) XN ,1TI2 NIN-D) VYN 99
NN OPN- b: ;09 9921 SNV »ab
,IINY DID--1INND ,1:>-b>1 s N99N-92)

{9} .ONY292

23 And he went thither to Naioth in Ramah; and the spirit
of God came upon him also, and he went on, and
prophesied, until he came to Naioth in Ramah.

24 And he also stripped off his clothes, and he also
prophesied before Samuel, and lay down naked all that
day and all that night. Wherefore they say: 'Is Saul also
among the prophets? {P



C. Shaul’s Two Interactions With His Attendants

7290 G99 P2 RWIY DINY NN 4 4 Then said Saul to his armour-bearer: '‘Draw thy sword, and
NIND 0¥97YN INID-19 ,M2 MIPT) thrust me through therewith; lest these uncircumcised come
NI NN NDY »2-09ynn) )P T and thrust me through, and make a mock of me.” But his
-NN DINY NP ; TRD N YD, 190 armour-bearer would not; for he was sore afraid. Therefore
9y 99 290 Saul took his sword, and fell upon it.

599 ; INY N 0D, 1PYI-RWI XN N 5 And when his armour-bearer saw that Saul was dead, he
Any N an-dy Nn-0)  likewise fell upon his sword, and died with him.
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