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Crisis and Faith: Sefer Shmuel

Perek 25b

Avigayil the Prophetess

1. Megillah 14a-b

Abigail, as it is written, And it was so, as she rode
on her ass and came down by the covert of the
mountain. ‘By the covert of the mountain’? It
should say from the mountain’! — Rabbah b.
Samuel said: It means that she came with
reference to blood that came from the hidden parts
[setharim]. She brought some blood and showed it
to him. He said to her: Is blood to be shown by
night? She replied: Are capital cases tried at night?
He said to her: He [Nabal] is a rebel against the
king and no trial is necessary for him. She replied;
Saul is still

alive, and your fame is not yet spread abroad in the
world. Then he said to her: Blessed be thy
discretion and blessed be thou, that hast kept me
this day from bloodguiltiness.

The word damim [bloodguiltiness] is plural, to
indicate two kinds of blood. The passage teaches
that she bared her thigh and he went three
parasangs by the light of it. He said, Listen to me.
She replied, Let not this be a stumbling-block to
thee. The word ‘this’ implies that something else
would be, and what was that? The incident of
Bathsheba; and so it was eventually.
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2. Medrash Tehillim 53

,IPTS MY NWY DY2D 90N Y 127 OX,AVIY NN NN TPON NN PTN NI DX TONN ONTR TVTD DO0IN D NINN
,7272 POPON NNNY ,AYIY NN NI, PTY TONN PRI DN ON NN POY DN NYM Y PPt NI, TN N OD 1N

7°92 PAPAN DN, NP T2 NN PNN KDY ININ NI 1OV ,D2D 19 NYY XD DINIX )N INIXIND 512 NN PRI
TOT,DANNX T NNND ,NPIvY IO NNT 7NN KD ,T2292 DNX NN ,INDIN DTN PN THN NNNRY D72 9NN ON)

s

JPN

mv: & b;; 5 N byzm wR R u? ms ’mﬁ n’vz ») 98 () TD@B ’m ny vmﬁ mm; mrs RS mz? T
PIP TPI0 IYR TY91 UM P17 N 2ITR NHYY (12) DNZY YR ITR MY IR IR KD TNNR IR 9P 12103 I0Y 23 RN 12
ITRY ANNAY RN YR NRTD 12720 MOY) (12) NP7 2278 DR DWRIND PR D110 PR AOYY 72 71 YYIN D071 RIaN
onYI TR PIPY MINNYN D 1R M2 ITRY PP NRY? NVY 2D NNKR YY) R RY (N) 2178 19372 DIHDNNN DIYIZ 1IN
NRY PAYR PIPY IR DIYND 9782 NMIY 3TR WA NIPI Y9I NR Wpa 19715 DR TP (09) PN 72 RYAD KY Iy7N
N51 (RD) SR HYY TNY PN 1"7v n2997) NR 927 TYR ‘7:3 VIRY NP nYY? 72 M (9) YR 92 PIina -uvb-n PR VY

SNNR DR N7IN ’mb P aem i NN wunbw Din 07 19\)51 u*m'; 2y bw:m‘n 17195 15 NRE 17NN




Rabbi Noach Goldstein

NILI Tanach ba-Shana 13 Cheshvan 5782

,IDNM ,TIT-NN,2PIN KIM) A
17T ’sub bsm ;NN Syn M
NN INRYM ,0)9-5Y

MNN-Y2,IPNM ,1IN-DY ,0am 1
STIN NI-I2TDY 5 I ITN
STIAN 2T DN, YRYY TN

23 And when Abigail saw David, she made haste, and
alighted from her ass, and fell before David on her face, and
bowed down to the ground.

24 And she fell at his feet, and said: "Upon me, my lord, upon
me be the iniquity; and let thy handmaid, I pray thee, speak
in thine ears, and hear thou the words of thy handmaid.

3. Rashi
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25 Let not my lord, I pray thee, regard this base fellow, even
Nabal; for as his name is, so is he: Nabal is his name, and
churlishness is with him; but I thy handmaid saw not the
young men of my lord, whom thou didst send.

26 Now therefore, my lord, as the LORD liveth, and as thy
soul liveth, seeing the LORD hath withholden thee from

5392 VI, NIV 77 AT YOI
1YY POYTN-ON DWPNM) , PDN

bloodguiltiness, and from finding redress for thyself with
thine own hand, now therefore let thine enemies, and them
that seek evil to my lord, be as Nabal.

4. Rashi
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27 And now this present which thy servant hath brought
unto my lord, let it be given unto the young men that
follow my lord.

28 Forgive, I pray thee, the trespass of thy handmaid; for
the LORD will certainly make my lord a sure house,
because my lord fighteth the battles of the LORD; and evil
is not found in thee all thy days.

29 And though man be risen up to pursue thee, and to seek
thy soul, yet the soul of my lord shall be bound in the
bundle of life with the LORD thy God; and the souls of
thine enemies, them shall he sling out, as from the hollow
of asling.

30 And it shall come to pass, when the LORD shall have
done to my lord according to all the good that He hath
spoken concerning thee, and shall have appointed thee
prince over Israel;

5. Radak
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6. Malbim
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31 that this shall be no stumbling-block unto thee, nor offence
of heart unto my lord, either that thou hast shed blood without
cause, or that my lord hath found redress for himself. And
when the LORD shall have dealt well with my lord, then
remember thy handmaid.’ {S}
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8. Ralbag
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32 And David said to Abigail: ‘Blessed be the LORD,

SIINIPY M DPD TNIY N IN?

NNDI YN N NN, THYY TN A7
29 T YY) D07 Nian ,min DD

YN ONIYI TION MN-N ,DIIN) 19
YINIM NN OO TN YINN WD
=Ty 9207 IN1-ON - NNIPY (NMNIM)

PR PHYN IRPAD N

;19 INAN-IYN NN L,ATIN TIT PPN DY
YRYNY ONY--TNYIY DIDYY DY NN M)
9 KUY, 72192

the God of Israel, who sent thee this day to meet me;

33 and blessed be thy discretion, and blessed be thou,
that hast kept me this day from bloodguiltiness, and
from finding redress for myself with mine own hand.

34 For in very deed, as the LORD, the God of Israel,
liveth, who hath withholden me from hurting thee,
except thou hadst made haste and come to meet me,
surely there had not been left unto Nabal by the
morning light so much as one male.’

35 So David received of her hand that which she had
brought him; and he said unto her: 'Go up in peace to
thy house; see, I have hearkened to thy voice, and
have accepted thy person.’
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36 And Abigail came to Nabal; and, behold, he held a feast
in his house, like the feast of a king; and Nabal’s heart was
merry within him, for he was very drunken; wherefore she
told him nothing, less or more, until the morning light.
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37 And it came to pass in the morning, when the wine was
gone out of Nabal, that his wife told him these things, and
his heart died within him, and he became as a stone.
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38 And it came to pass about ten days after, that the LORD
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smote Nabal, so that he died.
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9. Rashi
7175 DHIDE ONINO DY WYL — 135 PPN

O3IED3 NME D73DD 1D PHNIE LOIED I DIEY 1H N DXED £HI) 1IND 1WM3N... — DN DITYD
599001 09D DIEY 717 15 NOEE ,717 97300 INXE DD IEY 7390 0IMD £N

TN ,92) NN O, NT YRYUN VY
NN 1NN 2] YN MM P2
NNY, DY TYN 1T2Y-NN) bm ™N
nb\{m JUNIZ MDY YD bm M
YN O ANNRY ,22PIANA 13T N

-=VAN-ON ,TITOTIY ININ 10
T, NN -vbN M2 ; 75)3‘\:)'1
wmb 15 TRNRY ,-pr NNYY

;NN DN INHYM , 0P NI
\<mb -mswb TN MN ,INNM
DYTNOTIY O

-2y 297M) , 202N 0PN INHNM N
NN NI YN ,1INNn
SNM,TIT NN NN T2 A2N7
YN 3D

FIONRYIPN ,TIT NPY DYPNN-NN) M
{0} o’\vab 17 VPHY-D) vhm

NYN--1N2 Y270-NX D) ,9INY)
DI WK V2120797 1 NT

39 And when David heard that Nabal was dead, he said:
'‘Blessed be the LORD, that hath pleaded the cause of my
reproach from the hand of Nabal, and hath kept back His
servant from evil; and the evil-doing of Nabal hath the LORD
returned upon his own head.” And David sent and spoke
concerning Abigail, to take her to him to wife.

40 And when the servants of David were come to Abigail to
Carmel, they spoke unto her, saying: '‘David hath sent us unto
thee, to take thee to him to wife.’

41 And she arose, and bowed down with her face to the earth,
and said: 'Behold, thy handmaid is a servant to wash the feet
of the servants of my lord.’

42 And Abigail hastened, and arose, and rode upon an ass,
with five damsels of hers that followed her; and she went
after the messengers of David, and became his wife.

43 David also took Ahinoam of Jezreel; and they became both
of them his wives. {S}

44 Now Saul had given Michal his daughter, David’s wife, to
Palti the son of Laish, who was of Gallim.

10. Malbim
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11. Mishnah, Sanhedrin 2:4
NN nino N'?TZ) 725279 NI 712, WIN 7T 027 Y mamw NN (0 02T) D 5 127 MO
1277 N9 (17 29127 TN 1 10 DN L FINES KD 70,325 PN A0 NN A%EN N 1ipn 031 9%
‘mmm VO8N D3 17



