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Crisis and Faith: Sefer Shmuel

Perek 25

The Dilemma of David: Yaakov’s Voice & Esav’s Hands

1. Rashi Bereshit 32:23
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-9 382pN0--onnY NN X 1 And Samuel died; and all Israel gathered themselves
1N22702P71 ,19-1790N bN‘W)’ together, and lamented him, and buried him in his house at
927-5% 71,17 0P ;772 Ramah. And David arose, and went down to the wilderness of
{ } N9 Paran. {P}

2. Bamidbar 20:29

192275 ION V0 0D ,NTYN-92 AN V5 29 And when all the congregation saw that Aaron was
a5 o9 D"e)b\v nx-nx- dead, they wept for Aaron thirty days, even all the house
{o} Snqw of Israel {S}

3. Devarim 34:8

N33 NYND-NN SN2 0295221 N 8 And the children of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of
2151 RN ; D DWHY ,anin Moab thirty days; so the days of weeping in the mourning
Na\%)a) b:N for Moses were ended.
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,219722 YNY 1ivna ¥N) 2 2 And there was a man in Maon, whose possessions were in
NS 19, TN D1T) W) Carmel; and the man was very great, and he had three thousand
MY ; ONY PN ,DXIN-NYOY sheep, and a thousand goats; and he was shearing his sheep in
Op722 ,INS-NN W32 Carmel.

INYN DY) 923 ¥OnD 0Y) A 3 Now the name of the man was Nabal; and the name of his wife
N9 Y2W-N230 NYND) ;97)aN  Abigail; and the woman was of good understanding, and of a
DYoYN Y7 NYR wm-n , %7 beautiful form; but the man was churlish and evil in his doings;
(>353) 1193 83 and he was of the house of Caleb.




Rabbi Noach Goldstein NILI Tanach ba-Shana 1 Cheshvan 5782

6. Abarbanel
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7. Devarim 32:6

NDY D20y {0} -—-nN-DmR MY D Y 6 Do ye thus requite the LORD, O foolish people and
NN {0} 7P PANNIN-NDD {7} 000 unwise? is not He thy father that hath gotten thee?
{7} 915 7wy hath He not made thee, and established thee?
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8. Rashi
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223D 192792, M7 YY1 4 And David heard in the wilderness that Nabal was
JNS-nN- shearing his sheep.

TN ; O MIYY , T N2YN N 5 And David sent ten young men, and David said unto the
-ON DNNDY NN WY, 0¥ TIT young men: 'Get you up to Carmel, and go to Nabal, and
0YH9YY PnYa D-0NoNwYY D) greet him in my name;
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6 and thus ye shall say: All hail! and peace be both unto
thee, and peace be to thy house, and peace be unto all that
thou hast.

7 And now I have heard that thou hast shearers; thy
shepherds have now been with us, and we did them no hurt,
neither was there aught missing unto them, all the while
they were in Carmel.

8 Ask thy young men, and they will tell thee; wherefore let
the young men find favour in thine eyes; for we come on a
good day; give, | pray thee, whatsoever cometh to thy
hand, unto thy servants, and to thy son David.’
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9 And when David’s young men came, they spoke to Nabal
according to all those words in the name of David, and
ceased.

10 And Nabal answered David’s servants, and said: "Who
is David? and who is the son of Jesse? there are many
servants now-a-days that break away every man from his
master;

11 shall I then take my bread, and my water, and my flesh
that I have killed for my shearers, and give it unto men of
whom I know not whence they are?’

12 So David’s young men turned on their way, and went
back, and came and told him according to all these words.

David & Naval: Yaakov & Lavan

A. Sheep & shearing

TPINY TN DIND-NN,INT NN INY-TINNT T2 13

JINS-IING,D2) 110D 92702, TIT VOUN

B. Careful watching of flocks — by day & night
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C. Salary stiffing
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D. The name
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13 And David said unto his men: 'Gird ye on every man
his sword.” And they girded on every man his sword,;
and David also girded on his sword; and there went up
after David about four hundred men; and two hundred
abode by the baggage.

14 But one of the young men told Abigail, Nabal’s wife,
saying: ‘Behold, David sent messengers out of the
wilderness to salute our master; and he flew upon them.

15 But the men were very good unto us, and we were not
hurt, neither missed we any thing, as long as we went
with them, when we were in the fields;

16 they were a wall unto us both by night and by day, all
the while we were with them keeping the sheep.

17 Now therefore know and consider what thou wilt do;
for evil is determined against our master, and against all
his house; for he is such a base fellow, that one cannot
speak to him.’

18 Then Abigail made haste, and took two hundred
loaves, and two bottles of wine, and five sheep ready
dressed, and five measures of parched corn, and a
hundred clusters of raisins, and two hundred cakes of
figs, and laid them on asses.

19 And she said unto her young men: 'Go on before me;
behold, I come after you.” But she told not her husband
Nabal.

20 And it was so, as she rode on her ass, and came down
by the covert of the mountain, that, behold, David and
his men came down towards her; and she met them.--

21 Now David had said: 'Surely in vain have I kept all
that this fellow hath in the wilderness, so that nothing
was missed of all that pertained unto him; and he hath
returned me evil for good.

22 God do so unto the enemies of David, and more also,
if I leave of all that pertain to him by the morning light
so much as one male.’--
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12.Shmuel Aleph 16:

N PYI-ON ININY NN N 11 And Samuel said unto Jesse: 'Are here all thy children?’
™MN) ,YOPD INY TiY MNN , 070 And he said: 'There remaineth yet the youngest, and,
MW-HN HNINY N ; 1NN YT behold, he keepeth the sheep.” And Samuel said unto Jesse:
N9 IN3-TY 20)-ND »2 ,9NP) NNYY 'Send and fetch him; for we will not sit down till he come
hither.’

-0y MINTN NIN) INNAN NYYN 2% 12 And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and
{9} ;7 210) 0y N9 withal of beautiful eyes, and goodly to look upon. {P}

NIN N3 ANNYN 0P P> MNN And the LORD said: ’Arise, anoint him; for this is he.’
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