7"02

The Abraham & Millie Arbesfeld

Kollel Yom Rishon

Sunday Morning Learning Programs for Men & Women

W W W.KOLLELYOMRISHON.ORG

Judaism's Encounter
with Other Cultures:

In Honor of the 25™ Yahrtzeit of
Rabbi Dr. Leo Jung z 1

Yafta Elokim I'Yafet -
V’Shochanta B’Ohalei Shem:

Can we Beautify Judaism
with Greek Culture?

Generously Sponsored by Robyn and Shukie Grossman and Family

Mrs. CB Neugroschl

Head of School,
YU High School for Girls

December 9, 2012 ¢ 37ywn 1905 115




1197 739 1932 ) O *7R3 7207 N9Y DR 09

TIW WD 71w ,ND°Y YR NDYW 0D HY AX D20 WM X2 oW 7w - ow YonRa 112W™
: QW 321 7P InDY mav WX WIPN2,7N07W 12°71 .71°2W 12 A0 XY 3w n°2 ND? °3an
+1¥12 °127 072 0% 1791 , 0w "33 170wn X - MY 72y 1912 °7 M

:]1.'!'? XT3V V12 °7° QW °12Wn1 7°N1°0W "W no*% » no>

+7I? T3P 1932 °) DWT RYITHI T N2 1IN YT ARINn 1 I0Y?

On the basis of the meaning of nno in Aramaic, np? is usually interpreted:
“God will extend the bounds of Yefes.” One should, however, adhere to
the following principle when explaining the meaning of words: Another
language — even a closely related one — should be consulted only if
the vocabulary of the source language does not provide the solution of
the problem. That is not the case here, as the meaning of nnp in Hebrew
is unequivocal. np denotes emotional openness to external impressions
and influences. Thus, a *no is one who can easily be persuaded or de-
ceived. ownp: something for which we are unprepared suddenly occurs,
catching us off guard and vulnerable. The same applies to ynp. nnp is
related to nno, 7o, y7m, all of which denote opening. ao? is a »yon form

reflect their personal character traits. The names also allude to the pre-
dominant traits — spiritual, physical or emotional — of the nations
that will descend from the brothers. Here, Shem, Cham anfi Yefes appear
in their dual roles: as individuals and as founders of nations. J
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Considering the historical reality, we may say: the fullest flowering
of Yefes was 1, ancient Greece; the fullest flowering of Shem is 12y, the
Hebrews, the people of Israel, which proclaims 71 owa among the nations
of the world. Until this very day, only the descendants of Yefes and Shem,
the Gre.eks and the Jews, have been the real educators and teachers of
humanity. All the spiritual treasures of mankind derive from Shem and
from. Yefe.s; even today, every new cultural or educational advance is a
continuation of their contribution. Even the spiritual contribution of
the Romans came from the Greeks, Yefes brought aesthetic refinement;
Shem enlightened the spirit and refined morality. The culture of Greece,
and the Torah of Israel have been powerful, dynamic forces in the work

qf educa.ting mankind; in comparison, the rest of the world has been
like passive, raw material.

But there are other nations that devote their energies to beauty,
nations characterized by their cultivation of the arts and of aesthetics.
They recognize that there is a higher ideal to which man must ascend.
They teach man to value beauty, to spread a cloth of elegance over
crude sensuality. Guided by grace and beauty, they engage in spiritual
endeavors such as poetry, music, and the fine arts. A nation that pro-

motes these values, which win over the heart and appeal to the emotions,
exemplifies the character of no.
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