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|) Effect of Secular Law Upon Torah Law
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Confidentiality and Rabbinic Counseling (Broyde, Diament and Reiss) (6
Jews to follow the law of the land) invariably comes to mind. The halakhic parameters of
the concept of Dina De’Malkhuta Dina are extremely complex and beyond the scope of
this memorandum. However, suffice to say that the concept of Dina De’Malkhuta Dina is
mainly directed towards the sphere of taxation and certain other monetary matters (such
as landlord-tenant regulations or certain creditor-debtor regulations aimed for the
betterment of society, but is not applicable when the secular law runs directly contrary to
the exercise of a religious obligation. Thus, to the extent that the halakha mandates
disclosure of information, then disclosure is obligatory even if it will result in an
inevitable violation of secular law. The discomfort heaved upon Rabbis due to the
entanglement of secular law requirements with the dictates of halakha only serves to
underscore the necessity for a more conscientious application of the free exercise clause
of the U.S. constitution by the secular courts.
(Source: www.jlaw.com; footnotes omitted)
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Roe v. Wade, U.S. Supreme Court, 1973 (10
...It should be sufficient to note briefly the wide divergence of thinking on this most
sensitive and difficult question. There has always been strong support for the view that
life does not begin until live birth. This was the belief of the Stoics. 56 It appears to be
the predominant, though not the unanimous, attitude of the Jewish faith. (Lader 97-99; D.
Feldman, Birth Control in Jewish Law 251-294 (1968). For a stricter view, see I.
Jakobovits, Jewish Views on Abortion, in Abortion and the Law 124 (D. Smith ed. 1967).
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