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My son, so long as you are engaged in studying the Mathematical Sciences and Logic, you belong to
those who go round about the palace in search of the gate. Thus our Sages figuratively use the
phrase: "Ben-zoma is still outside." When you understand Physics, you have entered the hall; and
when, after completing the study of Natural Philosophy, you master Metaphysics, you have
entered the innermost court, and are with the king in the same palace. You have attained the
degree of the wise men, who include men of different grades of perfection. There are some who
direct all their mind toward the attainment of perfection in Metaphysics, devote themselves
entirely to God, exclude from their thought every other thing, and employ all their intellectual
faculties in the study of the Universe, in order to derive therefrom a proof for the existence of God,
and to learn in every possible way how God rules all things; they form the class of those who have
entered the palace, namely, the class of prophets. One of these has attained so much knowledge,
and has concentrated his thoughts to such an extent in the idea of God, that it could be said of him,
"And he was with the Lord forty days," etc. (Exod. 34:28); during that holy communion he could
ask Him, answer Him, speak to Him, and be addressed by Him, enjoying beatitude in that which he
had obtained to such a degree that "he did neither eat bread nor drink water"” (ibid.); his
intellectual energy was so predominant that all coarser functions of the body, especially those
connected with the sense of touch, were in abeyance.
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