Full Foreman, or Artist's Assistant?
Oholiav ben Achisamach, a minor character in a major story

The LORD spoke to Moses: See, | have singled out
by name Bezalel son of Uri son of Hur, of the tribe of
Judah. | have endowed him with a divine spirit of
skill, ability, and knowledge in every kind of craft; to
make designs for work in gold, silver, and copper, to
cut stones for setting and to carve wood—to work in
every kind of craft. Moreover, | have assigned to him
Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan; and
| have also granted skill to all who are skillful, that
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they may make everything that | have commanded NN

you

As an individual

Malbim

There are times when G-dly inspiration comes to an individual for the sake of his own wisdom or for his
own prophecy. Then there are times when the inspiration is in such abundance that the person is merely a
vehicle through which the light passes on to others. In our case, Bezalel was so filled with inspiration that
it overflowed to Oholiab, who was a ready and worthy recipient, and from him, it flowed to all the
others...Oholiab was the vessel through which the Divine inspiration for building the Tabernacle flowed
forth to all the builders and craftsmen.
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Redemption Song

Shemot Rabbah 40

R. Abba b. Hiyya: Because even the smallest (ha-dal) of the tribes associated itself with him. R. Hanina b.
Pazzi said: No tribe was greater than Judah and none more lowly than Dan, which descended from one of
the maidservants, and of whom it says, And the sons of Dan: Hushim (Gen. XLVI, 23). God said: ‘Let him
[Dan] come and be associated with him [Judah], so that no man may despise him or become arrogant, for
both great and small are equal in God's sight; Bezalel comes of the tribe of Judah and Ahaliab from Dan, yet
(the latter] is associated with him.’
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Melachim 12:28-31

So the king took counsel and made two
golden calves. He said to the people,
“You have been going up to Jerusalem
long enough. This is your god, O Israel,
who brought you up from the land of
Egypt!” He set up one in Bethel and
placed the other in Dan. That proved to
be a cause of guilt, for the people went
to worship [the calf at Bethel and] the

Shoftim 18

In those days there was no king in Israel, and in
those days the tribe of Dan was seeking a territory in
which to settle; for to that day no territory had fallen to
their lot among the tribes of Israel. The Danites sent
out five of their number..."Go,” they told them, “and
explore the land.” When they had advanced into the
hill country of Ephraim as far as the house of Micah,
they stopped there for the night...The Danites set up

the sculptured image for themselves: and Jonathan

son of Gershom son of Manasseh, and his
descendants, served as priests to the Danite tribe
until the land went into exile. They maintained the
sculptured image that Micah had made throughout
the time that the House of God stood at Shiloh.

one at Dan.
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A Dynamic Duo
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Tanchuma, Ki Tisa 13:5

The Tabernacle and the Sanctuary were erected by these two tribes, for Solomon was of the
tribe of Judah, and Hiram was of the tribe of Dan, as it is said: The son of a widow of the tribe
of Naphtali (I Kings 7:4), and in the Book of Chronicles: The son of a woman of the daughters of
Dan (Il Chron. 2:12). These verses indicate that his father was of the tribe of Naphtali and his
mother of the tribe of Dan. The Holy One, blessed be He, said: In this world you erected a
Tabernacle and a Sanctuary which were walled about, but in the world-to-come | will build a
Sanctuary that will be encircled by a wall of fire, as it is said: For I, saith the Lord, will be unto her a
wall of fire (Zech. 2:9).
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Arachin 16b

Rabbi Johanan said: From where do we know that a man should not change his occupation from the
occupation of his ancestors? As it is said: “And King Solomon sent and fetched Hiram out of Tyre. He was
the son of a widow of the tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a man of Tyre, a worker in brass.”5 The
Master taught on this verse: [Although his father was from the tribe of Naphtali,] his motheré was of the
tribe of Dan, of whom it is written: “And, behold, with him I have placed Oholiab the son of Ahisamach, of
the tribe of Dan.”
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The Ohel is the covering made of goat’s wool. It is not visible from within the Mishkon, but is above it. It is different in
that it is made of eleven strips, and there is an overhang from that eleventh strip[7]. This was made by Ohaliav[8]. Why
is he chosen to make this? And what is the significance of the eleventh strip?

One of the ways that Yakov and Eisav are described is as the difference between sheep and goats[9]. Yakov and Klal
Yisroel are described in various places in Tanach as sheep. Eisav is described as a goat, an Eiz- which means
something with no boundaries. But it needs a spark of Kedusha.

The part of the Mishkan which is to counteract Eisav is the tent woven from goat wool. That is the outer part which
serves to protect. The inner part is the beauty of the closeness to HaShem. Klal Yisroel needs both of these, the outer
protection and the inner beauty. That is Betzalel from Yehudah and Ohaliav from Dan. Yehudah as the king is the inner
beauty of Klal Yisroel. Dan is the Shevet that was outside the camp, to bring back in all those who were evicted from
the camp for their Aveiros. Those are the ones Amalek attacked at the end of B’'Shalach[10], and that is who needs to
be protected by the tent of the spark of Kedusha of the goat.
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