Waterworks and Workarounds for Shemita

na T
Yerushalmi Orlah 1:2
R. Yochanan said in the name of R. Yannai: A tree that was planted inside a house is subject to orlah, but exempt
from terumot. As it is written: “You shall surely tithe all the increase of your seed, that which the field brings

forth.” With respect to the seventh year, it must be asked, for it is written: “Then shall the land keep a Sabbath for
the Lord,” and it is written, “You shall neither sow your field, nor prune your vineyard.”

Pe’at ha-Shulchan 20:52 ChazonIsh 22,1; 26,4

A doubt arises with respect to a tree that was | In my opinion, the Pe’at ha-Shulchan’s principle of being
planted inside a house, whether it is subject to | lenient in cases of uncertainty has not been decisively
all the laws of Shemita...Below I will clarify that | demonstrated. For it can be argued that since the root of the
the Vilna Gaon and the Achronim have ruled | uncertainty relates to a Torah law, about which we must be
that shemita in our time is only by rabbinic law, | stringent, we should follow the more stringent position.

and therefore the uncertainty may be decided in | Moreover, it can be argued that one.. .should be stringent, for
the direction of leniency. perhaps, ...it involves a certain rabbinic prohibition.
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ChazonIsh 22:4

When the pot is indoors, even if you say that planting indoors is forbidden by rabbinic law, it can be argued that
with respect to an atziz she-eino nakuv, the Sages did not issue a decree. For even planting it outdoors is forbidden
only rabbinically. And given that the Pe’at ha-Shulchan has already ruled leniently even with respect to planting
indoors in a perforated pot, one who is lenient about an atzitz she-eino nakuvindoors has what to rely on.
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R. Elyashiv, cited in Mishpetei Aretz
It is permissible to sell the atzitzim she-einam nekuvim in the hothouse to a gentile, and have a gentile do the
planting, and then a Jew is permitted to perform labors that are forbidden by rabbinic law on these containers. THe
harvesting should be done by a gentile and these crops do not have shemita sanctity. The fact that the hothouse is
located in Gush Katif is irrelevant.
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