PESACH DURING TIMES OF PERIL
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Blood libels
Shulchan Aruch
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It is a mitzvah to find red one, unless the white is better.

Taz, Rav David Halevi Sigel 17th century commentator on the
Shulchan Aruch
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After red wine. As it says, Don’t look at wine, though it is red (we see it is
red), so we see that its redness is an asset and the Tur insists on red here
but not for kiddush, for there is another hint to red to remember the blood,
when Paro killed the Children of Israel. And now we refrain from taking red
wine because of the false libels due to our sins.

Baer Hetev on Shulchan Aruch
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In places where they are likely to libel falsely, we refrain from taking red
wine. Taz

Same in Mishneh Berura

Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, Rabbi Shlomo Ganzfried, 19th cent.
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In countries that the stupid and foolish nations slander false libels, we
refrain from taking red wine for Pesach.

Rabbi Shneiur Zalman of Liadi, d. 1815 (founder of Chabad, Tanya)



Shulchan Aruch Harav
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Now that it is common to libel false libels, we refrain from taking red wine.

The Chofetz Chaim Theory
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It is known that our great Rabbi Elchanan Wasserman, may his blood be
avenged, told in the name of the Chofetz Chaim that all blood libels in
every generation were in the sin of the slaughter of the goat and dipping it
in blood and saying to Jacob Do you recognize to whom is this coat? ...

Pesach and Black Plague

The first massacres directly related to the plague took place in April 1348 in
Toulon, Provence where the Jewish quarter was sacked, and forty Jews
were murdered in their homes; the next occurred in Barcelona.® In 1349,
massacres and persecution spread across Europe, including the Erfurt
massacre, the Basel massacre, massacres in Aragon, and Flanders.!"1®!
2,000 Jews were burnt alive on 14 February 1349 in the "Valentine's Day"
Strasbourg massacre, where the plague had not yet affected the city. While
the ashes smouldered, Christian residents of Strasbourg sifted through and
collected the valuable possessions of Jews not burnt by the fires." Many
hundreds of Jewish communities were destroyed in this period. Within the
510 Jewish communities destroyed in this period, some members killed
themselves to avoid the persecutions.[' In the spring of 1349 the Jewish
community in Frankfurt am Main was annihilated. This was followed by the
destruction of Jewish communities in Mainz and Cologne. The 3,000 strong
Jewish population of Mainz initially defended themselves and managed to
hold off the Christian attackers. But the Christians managed to overwhelm
the Jewish ghetto in the end and killed all of its Jews.
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Martin Blaser, an infectious-diseases physician at Vanderbilt University, has a different
idea about how the Jews may have been saved. He thinks that the removal each spring
of bread and grain from Israelite homes may have protected them from a rat-borne
scourge: Yersinia pestis, the bacterial cause of the plague infamous in medieval Europe
as the black death.

Maaseh Nissim, self defense

In 1349, he begins, when many non-Jews were dying ol the plague
while Jews generally were not, the former falsely accused the latter of
having poisoned the wells, and made plans to kill the Jews on the tenth
of Adar. When the Jews appealed to the bishop lor help, he promised
that no harm would befall them. However, after an omen had revealed
that the decree was int}h‘(‘.apahlc. he refused to intervene in any way.
Knowing they would have to die anyway, the Jews decided to revenge
themselves on their tormentors. Early one morning when the communi-
Ly 's council of twelve pcuwmlf'm were summoned to the town hall to hear
the Jews sentenced to death, they arrived concealing knives under their
overcoats, locked the dom's, and killed the members of the L‘ilj_.-' council to
a man. Meanwhile, the rest of the community was fighting the burghers
in the streets while the Jewish women set fire to the four corners of the
town. In the end, of course, none of this could avert their fate, and nearly
all of them died.?

Too bad most people consider it wishful thinking...

Jews on Passover in the Civil War

Jewish virtual library

More problematic was the situation of Union soldiers who, unable to form
their own seders, were forced to "fraternize" with local Jews. Myer Levy of
Philadelphia, for example, was in a Virginia town one Passover late in the
war when he saw a young boy sitting on his front steps eating a piece of
Matzah. According to Korn, when Levy "asked the boy for a piece, the child



fled indoors, shouting at the top of his lungs, ‘Mother, there’s a damn
Yankee Jew outside!’ The boy’s mother invited Levy to seder that night.
One wonders how the Virginian family and the Yankee soldier each
interpreted the hagadah portions describing the evils of bondage.

On the eve of the fifth day of Passover (April 14), 1865, Abraham Lincoln
was shot and died of his wounds in the early morning of April 15th, which
had already been scheduled as a national day of prayer to mark the end of
the Civil War. Jews across the land were gathering in synagogues to give
thanks. When news of Lincoln’s death arrived, Korn notes, the synagogue
altars were quickly draped in black and, instead of Passover melodies, the
congregations chanted Yom Kippur hymns. Rabbis set aside their sermons
and wept openly at their pulpits, as did their congregants. Lincoln had been
protective of American Jewry, overturning General Grant’s infamous
General Order #11 expelling Jews from the Department of the Tennessee
and supporting legislation allowing Jewish chaplains to serve in the military.
The Jewish Record drew the analogy between Lincoln not having lived to
see the reconciliation of North and South and Moses dying on Mount
Pisgah before he saw the Israelites enter the Promised Land.
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Warsaw Ghetto Seder



Lodz Ghetto 1943, in hiding

Piatzetzner Rebbe, Eish Kodesh
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In a time of great distress, G-d commanded to the Children of Israel that they should live
through rachamim and at that point the slavery was over and in Egypt they began to sing
songs and to prepare for the songs when they would be redeemed.. And also for future
generations to do the same
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The righteous suffer in the grave about Israel and G-d prayed to help Avraham and
Yitzchak and Yaakov and with these things too (nowadays?) save us and we can worship
you in luxury...

Tzror Hamor
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(in this section) it did not mention maror for in the future the mitzvah will not be with
maror because we won’t need moror which is an allusion to the galut, exile.

Why is there maror? To remember even in joy our days of sorrow and to know that if
you follow the torah you will know no harm for in Egypt they would die for no reason but



now we can eat this harmful food and no harm will come because all the plagues G-d
put on Egypt he will not put on us...

Where does the Haggadah show signs of the stress of Galut, Exile?
Ha Lachma anya
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This is the bread of destitution that our ancestors ate in the land of Egypt.
Anyone who is famished should come and eat, anyone who is in need
should come and partake of the Pesach sacrifice. Now we are here, next
year we will be in the land of Israel; this year we are slaves, next year we
will be free people.

Shfoch hamatcha al hagoyim
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Pour your wrath upon the nations that did not know You and upon the
kingdoms that did not call upon Your Name! Since they have consumed
Ya'akov and laid waste his habitation (Psalms 79:6-7). Pour out Your fury
upon them and the fierceness of Your anger shall reach them (Psalms
69:25)! You shall pursue them with anger and eradicate them from under
the skies of the Lord (Lamentations 3:66).

| read a hagadah written by hand and he didn’t mention the nazis in this
section!

Hagadah of Rav Kasher: Some say we open the door to check if any
informers lurk outside who would tell the authorities what we are saying.



My dad a’h said that this is like a valve to release all the anger at the
gentiles just once a year.

Yafa Eliach book, Hasidic Tales of the Holocaust

Tales from the Blushuver. Not a dime




The seder at Bergen Belson

Rituals for a time of plague
Abraham Yagel, a sixteenth-century physician, mentions the story of Aharon and the

ketoret and supports the recitation of ma‘aseh ketoret in times of plague.[9] He also
cites Rabbi Judah Muscato who adds that by delving into the ketoret, the infestation will
stop by natural means and the air will be purified.[10] The Ari z”/ likewise recommends

the recitation of pitum ha-ketoret in times of plague.[11] Even in his primarily medical
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treatise published in 1631, Abraham Catalano mentions the value of the recitation of
the ketoret. In the early twentieth century, David Macht performed experiments which
identified antiseptic properties of the ingredients of the ketoret.[12] Indeed, he penned
an entire volume dedicated to identifying the exact ingredients of the Temple

incense.[13]

The Pitum ha-Ketoret of the Italian Rabbinate is thus simply the perpetuation of a
longstanding tradition, tracing its origins back to the Torah itself, of invoking the
ketoret as a form of protection against plague or epidemic diseases. This hopefully
gives us not only an historical appreciation of this prayer, which has been part of our
history for centuries, but also an appreciation of the scientific advances that have led to

our collective amnesia of its significance.[14]

Tradition Spring 2020, Dr. Rabbi Eddie Reichman


https://thelehrhaus.com/timely-thoughts/incensed-by-coronavirus-prayer-and-ketoret-in-times-of-epidemic/#_edn12
https://thelehrhaus.com/timely-thoughts/incensed-by-coronavirus-prayer-and-ketoret-in-times-of-epidemic/#_edn13
https://thelehrhaus.com/timely-thoughts/incensed-by-coronavirus-prayer-and-ketoret-in-times-of-epidemic/#_edn14

