VA'era: GIVING OVR LIVES FOR 6-D

Pesachim 53b
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Come and hear: This was also taught by Theodosius of Rome: What did
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah see that led them to deliver themselves to the fiery
furnace for sanctification of the name of God during the rule of Nebuchadnezzar
rather than worship idols under duress?
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They drew an a fortiori inference on their own from the plague of frogs in Egypt.
With regard to frogs, which are not commanded concerning the sanctification of
the name of God, it is written: “And the river shall swarm with frogs, which shall go up
and come into your house, and into your bedchamber, and onto your bed, and into
the houses of your servants, and upon your people, and into their ovens and
kneading bowls” (Exodus 7:28). When are kneading bowls found near the oven?
You must say that it is when the oven is hot. If in fulfilling the command to harass the
Egyptians, the frogs entered burning ovens, all the more so, we, who are
commanded concerning the sanctification of the name of God, should deliver
ourselves to be killed in the fiery furnace for that purpose. Apparently, Theodosius
taught Torah in public, which indicates that he was a great man.

Rashi ibid.
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What did they see- that they did not use the verse, And they shall live by them and not that they
shall die by them?

Tosaphot ibid.
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And it is difficult, for it was in public and we decided in Sanhedrin 74a that
according to all opinions, in public we must give our lives even so as not to violate
a simple mitzvah! (So surely they must give up their lives based on those



principles. Why did they need to use “frog logic”?) And Rabbeinu Tam (Rashi’s
grandson) explains that the idol that Nevuchadnezar (the one who made Chananya
Mishael and Azarya jump in the fire) made an idol that was not for worship but a
statue for honor for himself and that is why the Gemara wonders why they jumped
in to the fire.

Rabbi Asher Weiss: It seems from this Tosaphot, that though Hananya, Mishael and Azarya did
not have to jump in, they did anyway in order to sanctify G-d’s name.

Can one die to sanctify G-d’s name if it is not necessary?
Rambam Yesodei HaTorah, 5
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It is mandatory upon the whole house of Israel to sanctify this Great Name, for it is
said: "And I shall be sanctified among the children of Israel" (Lev. 22.32). They
are also charged not to blaspheme Him, for it is said: "And ye shall not profane My
holy Name" (Ibid.). How are these commandments to be observed? If an idolater
will force an Israelite to transgress one of the commandments of the Torah and
threaten him with death for disobedience, it is mandatory that he transgress the
commandment and be not put to death, for it is said concerning the
commandments: "That which a man may do and live by it" (Ibid. 18.5)—"live by
it, but not die for it". 'Sanhedrin, 74a; Yoma 85a; Abodah Zarah, 26b. C. G.Thus,
if he chose death and did not transgress, his blood be upon his own head.

Can one choose to die if it is not necessary?
Tosaphot AZ 27b
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If he wants to be strict he can, even on other mitzvot (other than immorality,
idolatry and murder), he may, as Rabbi Abba bar Zimra of the Jerusalem Talmud
who was with gentiles and they said, Eat this non-kosher and if not we will kill



you, he said to them, If you wish to kill me, kill, and he was being strict for he was
probably in private.

Does this debate pertain to the 3 friends of Daniel jumping into the fire?
Rabbi Weiss: No, because here there is no real sin. The statue is not an idol!

So why did the friends of Daniel jump in the fire if it wasn’t idolatry?
Shita Mekubetzet Ketubot 32b
It was a type of Marit ayin, lest people think that they were bowing to idols.
Rabbeinu David Pesachim ibid.
The honor of Nevuchadnezer decreases the honor of G-d.
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You asked about what it says in the name of the RIVA who was dying and Yom
Kippur fell out and the doctors told him if he didn’t eat he would die and if you eat
you might live and he said, it is for sure that [ will not live is more clear than I may
live and he didn’t eat and he died and did he do the right thing?

Answer: we should not learn from him at all for any doubt of a doubt we violate
shabbat and Yom Kippur and even to live for a short while and even according to
those who say you can be strict and die rather than violate in situations when the
law is that one should violate, that is only if it leads to the sanctification of G-d’s
name (Kiddush Hashem) but if the doctors say to eat you must. It is not pietism, it



is like spilling blood. So we can’t learn from this. Maybe he knew his own soul
that he would die anyway... this is not a matter of pietism (to behave like the
Riva).

Rabbeinu Yona, Shaarei Avodah, based himself on this passage in Eruvin 21b

The Sages taught in a baraita: It once happened that Rabbi Akiva was
incarcerated in a prison, and Rabbi Yehoshua HaGarsi would come to the
prison to attend to his needs. Every day his disciples would bring him water in
a measured quantity. One day the prison guard met Rabbi Yehoshua HaGarsi
and said to him: The amount of your water today is more than usual; perhaps
you need it in order to soften the walls and thus undermine the prison. He then
poured out half the water, and gave him the other half to take in to Rabbi Akiva.

When Rabbi Yehoshua came to Rabbi Akiva, and the latter saw the small amount
of water he had brought, he said to him: Yehoshua, do you not know that I am
old, and my life depends on your life? No one else brings me water, so if you
bring me less than I need, my life is endangered.

After Rabbi Yehoshua related to him the entire incident, Rabbi Akiva said to
him: Give me water so that I may wash my hands. Rabbi Yehoshua said to
him: The water that I brought will not suffice for drinking; how will it suffice
for washing your hands? He said to him: What can I do; for transgressing the
words of the Sages and eating without first washing hands one is liable to receive
the death penalty. And if so, it is better that I should die my own death by thirst,
rather than transgress the opinion of my colleagues who enacted that one must
wash hands before eating.
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Based on this, maybe the extremely pious can die rather than violate if they wish.



