Do | pray to G-d to be answered or is there another reason?

Last week we said;
1. Rav Kook, we pray to connect my will with G-d’s.
Or, to elevate ourselves. To enjoy the experience.
Kuzari: To elevate us from the mundane.
Michtav MeElyahu: To connect us with G-d.
Rav Hirsch: To judge and change ourselves.
To thank G-d and pray that He continue to allow us his benevolence.
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What is worship of G-d?

Worship

Etymology: Old English wordscip, wurdscip (Anglian), weordscipe (West Saxon)
"condition of being worthy, dignity, glory, distinction, honor, renown," from weord
"worthy" (see worth) + -scipe (see -ship). Sense of "reverence paid to a supernatural or
divine being" is first recorded c. 1300. The original sense is preserved in the title
worshipful "honorable" (c. 1300).

Rambam, Laws of Prayer, 1, 1
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To pray daily is an affirmative duty, as it is said, "And ye shall serve the Lord,
your God" (Exodus 2a:25). The service, here referred to, according to the teaching
of tradition, is Prayer, as it is said, "And to serve Him with all your heart"



https://www.etymonline.com/word/worth?ref=etymonline_crossreference
https://www.etymonline.com/word/-ship?ref=etymonline_crossreference
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.23.25
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.11.13
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.23.25

(Deuteronomy 11:13), on which the sages commented, "What may be described as
Service of the Heart? Prayer". The number of prayers is not prescribed in the
Torah. No form of prayer is prescribed in the Torah. Nor does the Torah
prescribe a fixed time for Prayer. Hence, women and slaves are under an
obligation to pray, this being a duty, the fulfillment of which is independent of
set periods.

Talmud Taanit 2a
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The Gemara asks: And from where do we derive that rain must be
mentioned specifically in the Amida prayer? The Gemara answers: As it
was taught in a baraita with regard to the verse: “To love the Lord your
God and to serve Him with all your heart” (peuteronomy 11:13). Which is
the service of God that is performed in the heart? You must say that
this is referring to prayer. And, afterward, it is written: “And I shall
give the rain of your land in its due time, the first rain and the last
rain” (Deuteronomy 11:14). This juxtaposition teaches that it is appropriate to
request rain while engaged in the service of the heart, i.e., prayer.
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Let’s understand the connection of Shema and her blessings with the Amida and then see
what this tells us about the nature of worship.

Blessings before and after Shema
Light, Creation, Angels, Kedusha
Love, Torah, mitzvot
Shema
Hashem is our One G-d
Love Him by obsessing over Him always
Keep the commandments and love G-d and we will stay in Israel
The mitzvah of Tzitzit and remembering the Exodus
Redemption, Exodus
Amida
Praise
Petition
Thanksgiving

The Shema-Amida Nexis
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In this baraita, the Master said that when one returns from work in the
evening, he enters the synagogue, recites Shema, and prays. From this
baraita, we see that at night, just as during the day, one first recites Shema
and then prays. This supports the opinion of Rabbi Yohanan, as Rabbi
Yohanan said: Who is assured of a place in the World-to-Come? It is
one who juxtaposes the blessing of redemption, recited after Shema, to
the evening prayer. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi says: The prayers
were instituted to be recited between the two recitations of Shema.
According to Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi, one recites the morning Shema, then
recites all of the prayers and only after the recitation of the evening prayer
does he recite the evening Shema.




What’s the big deal about putting one prayer next to the other?

Rabbeinu Yona of Gerona, 13th cent. Spanish commentator on the Talmud
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The reason he merits such a great reward is because when God redeemed us and took
us out of Egypt, it was so that we should serve Him, as is written, "For they are My
servants whom | have taken out of the Land of Egypt." In the blessing of Ga'al Yisrael,
we mention the kindness that the Creator did for us. AND TEFILLA IS SERVICE
("avoda"), as is said, ""And you shall serve HaShem your God' - this refers to tefilla"
(Bava Kama 92b). Therefore, when one mentions the exodus from Egypt and
immediately prays, he shows that just as a slave who has been bought by his master
must obey his master's commands, so too he recognizes the goodness and redemption
which the Creator redeemed him, and that he is His slave and serves Him. And since he
recognizes that he is His slave as a result of the fact that He redeemed him, and fulfills
His will and commandments, it follows that he will merit the world-to-come as a result.

Rabbi Ezra Bick of Yeshivat Har Etzion analyzes the Rabbeinu Yona

From where does our “servitude” to G-d stem?

How does one show one’s commitment to the slavery, to the master?

Where in the shema do we affirm our slavery, our commitment to His ways?

Why do the ten commandments begin with the words, | am the L-rd your G-d who
took you out of the Land of Egypt, the house of bondage?

If we are worshipping G-d in prayer, why is it filled with requests?
Does it sound like we work for Him or G-d forbid that He works for us?

What is a slave? His whole purpose is to serve his master. He completely
depends on him.
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What does G-d want?

Rule #1: G-d has no needs. Why not?

Rule #2:

Opening of the Ramchal, Rabbi Lutzatto, 18th cent. Italy
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Behold, what our sages, of blessed memory, have taught us is that man was
created solely to delight in G-d and to derive pleasure in the radiance of the
Shechina (divine presence). For this is the true delight and the greatest
pleasure that can possibly exist. The place of this pleasure is, in truth, in Olam
Haba (the World to Come). For it was created expressly for this purpose.

So what then is the ultimate worship?
How does the Amida constitute worship?
How does Geula, the Shma and her blessings, prepare us for Avodah, worship?

Another reason for the nexus by Rabbeinu Yona
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When one mentions the redemption from Egypt and prays immediately afterwards, he
shows that he trusts in God for his prayer, since he requests his needs from Him. For
one who does not trust Him will not request anything from Him. And this idea is found in
(Midrash) Shemot Rabba on Parashat Bo, where it is written that when Israel saw the
miracles and the wonders which God did for them, against the laws of nature, they
trusted in Him, as is written, "And Israel saw the great hand which God wielded against
Egypt; and the people feared God, and they believed in God...." (Shemot 14,31). So
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now, when one mentions that redemption where our forefathers trusted in God and He
saved them; and then he immediately prays, it is clear that he also trusts in God to
answer him, just as He answered the Jews when they trusted in Him. That is why one
mentions that redemption (geula) and prays immediately. And trust ("bitachon") is the
foundation of faith and fear of God, so he will merit thereby the world-to-come.

How are the two answers of Rabbeinu Yona different? What do they think is the
endgame of all this worship?

How can we now explain the two versions of the redemption blessing’s
conclusion? A. Redeemer of Israel, 7xyw' 7xa and B. Rock of Israel and her
Redeemer, 1'7x1a1 71X 21xY?

How does this idea explain the connection between the affirmation part of this
blessing (emet, it is true) and the redemption part?

How do the parts of the Shema and the Amida warm us up for worship/faith?

G-d created light and everything
G-d gave us the Torah and the mitzvot
G-d is our one G-d
We should love Him always
We are bound in a covenant with G-d to worship Him and love Him
We must remember the Exodus and all the mitzvot
We affirm the Shema
We recall the splitting of the sea and the song we sang and G-d’s redemption

Or, maybe we are inspired by the salvation of Exodus to think we can be saved
again today!

Or, maybe we put redemption next to prayer to start prayer out of some joy
(Rashi).

Maybe there is a link between the statement, Redeemer of Israel and the
beginning of Amidah, He brings redemption to their children’s children...
When we reach Emet we are at the outer curtain, Ezrat, the inner curtain and
Amida is the Holy of Holies....

Final week: May 27: Understanding prayer through the Amida




