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Image of G-d: A three part series in person and on zoom
Nov. 7: Session 1: The Pintele Yid, the Spark Within

Intro

A. Deuteronomy 14, 1, Parshat Re’eh:
DO'?7X 17 DNX DM
You are children to Hashem your G-d
What does it mean to be children of someone?

B. Genesis 2
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And He breathed into his nostrils a breath of life

If He breaths into you, what is in you? What did He put in us?

A. What is Neshama? Is it the same as the Image of G-d?
1. Zohar
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Rabbi Judah says, the Holy One blessed be He gave the upper soul to man. He
included in it wisdom and understanding to know all. From what place did He give
(us) neshama? Rabbi Yitzchak says, from the place other souls come from (Binah,
for the light of Binah is called Neshamah.)

So what is neshmah? Where is it from?
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It is an upper power, to know and to keep the mitzvot of the Holy One blessed be
He..
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He breathed into him a living soul. This is the holy soul which comes from Binah.
And man became a living life. For man is included in the holy life of the upper life
(Binah)...

1a. Kabbalah Review: Sefirot
Chochma, Bina Vaddat, Widsom, understanding and knowledge
Chesed, Gevura, Tiferet, Netzah, Hod, Yesod, Malchut
Kindness, Power, Splendor, Eternity, Glory, Foundation, Kingship
Which part of the Sefirot do we get our soul from? Is if from the essence of G-d?
2. Progressive soul making
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Come see, when man is born he does not have a power from above until he is
circumcised. Once he is then he stirs up the ruach above. He merited to learn
Torah then the he gets more stirrings. He did mitvot then he gets more stirrings.
He married and had a child and taught them the ways of the Holy King, then he
became a complete man (from all the worlds).

3. Converts
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When he converts the neshama comes from that chamber..
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Some, those who know the secrets of the torah, people of character, who take
neshama from Malchut of Atzilut which is from the ten Sefirot. One who merits it
gets the ten Sefirot without disconnection...
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4. Yalkut shimoni
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May Hashem G-d of the ruchot appoint (someone to head the nation). It teaches
that all the spirits only come from Him...

NITY AR 5.:1bn Ezra
Is it eternal? What is it?
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In our image. G-d forbid there should be an image to G-d. To whom can you
compare me? Since the soul doesn’t die it is compared to Hashem and it has no
body and it fills the world. Our body is like a small world..
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Know that the soul of a man is heavenly and honored and it is from the middle
world and the body from the lowly world..
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The soul is wisdom and it rests in the brain and from it comes all the feelings and
desire.. it seeks authority to stand up against those who oppose her, it gets mad.
Nefesh is in the liver and it desires to eat... sexuality. Some have one stronger
than the other.

,AAINP AT TV NN2ANN 0'NNAXD K'Y NNNIXD ,NIYW9] 'A DTN 0'ON7 - 0Y) 110
,NVINNI NIYAINN N N7V N'Nan UoIn X' NN L71DK7 DM DIRDNN XD
YOI D'P7RN1,NNON N7V2A1 ,PYE NNX 2 DNDNN NN D' WOl DTR? I
7V 12T 70 TIy'7 NHXN2 INTYILINY2 U1 7D YON NR7NY7 ,2%7 X170 HDw DTN
(2 T oY) ...NID PIY D WOIN TIO 7Y 12N 190N |'NI .INMIDNN

Man has three souls. Vegetation desires to eat, the second is animalistic, the five
senses and movement and only to man is the third which speaks which knows the
difference between truth and falsehood and has wisdom and G-d gave man
sechel which is called heart to fulfill its desires and it helps him do mitzvot..

6. Ramban
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And He breathed into his nose the neshama of life- the verse hints to us the
greatness of the soul, its foundation and secret... to say that it does not come
from the elements and not even from the emanation from intelligences but it is
the spirit of the Great Name from his mouth wisdom and knowledge. For one who
breathes from his mouth gives you his soul... from Binah....
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This is the tradition of the Rabbis Z’l, that the Holy One blessed be He created the
souls of the righteous (?) as it says he blew into his face a living soul, ie. From the
neshama of G-d it was given and not from emanation.



7. Rabbeinu Bahyay, Chovat Halevavot

For the soul is a simple spiritual entity which inclines to what resembles it among
similar spiritual entities and in accordance with its nature removes itself from its
opposites in gross bodies. So when the creator ties to this body which is gross to
test it he stirred it to incline toward it due to the association which was placed in
it from the beginning.

7a. The Rav explains: Rabbeinu Bahyay is suggesting gthat man loves G-d because
he is in a way, a part of G-d.

7b. Alshich
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The neshama is mined from under the throne of Glory and it was given into an
ugly vessel, it never ceases to desire to leave and return to G-d with every breath..
for | have placed my Shechina among you...

Another view
8. Rav Saadya Gaon, Emunot ve’deot
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What it seems regarding the soul that it is created, for everything is created new.
For it is not possible for there to be anything eternal other than the Creator. For it
says, Zecharia 12: Hashem creates the spirit of man in him..
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So it is clear to me that the soul is wisdom from several vantage points. One, for it
cannot learn wisdom from the body for it is not its nature...

Similarly, Rabbi Soloveitchik:
9. Our morning prayers; Elokai neshama...

G-d the soul you placed in me it is pure, you created it, you made it, you blew it
into me...
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Which phrase supports which position?

10.0ther possibilities..

Shalah: If man had not sinned the soul would be in essence and so will it be one
day. But it is in us but not mamash, totally so...

Alshich: Usually we start with nefesh, then by merit, ruach and if full shelemut,
neshamah. Adam and Eve were given it all right away.

Perhaps the soul is not a creation, a briah but haatzala, an emanation?
In chasidut N2 129 ANX N

N7UN X' NONN XN

N'INN )IN2 TIO! W' 1qOI' Ay NITIN

NINITZXR 720 720w 0y 1IN

AT R VN X N



