Are there fates worse than Death?
End of Life in Halacha

In the Talmud

Kesubos 104a

It is related that on the day that Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi died, the Sages decreed a fast, and begged for divine
mercy so that he would not die. And they said: Anyone who says that Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi has died will be
stabbed with a sword. The maidservant of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi ascended to the roof and said: The upper
realms are requesting the presence of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi, and the lower realms are requesting the presence of
Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi. May it be the will of God that the lower worlds should impose their will upon the upper
worlds. However, when she saw how many times he would enter the bathroom and remove his phylacteries,
and then exit and put them back on, and how he was suffering with his intestinal disease, she said: May it be the
will of God that the upper worlds should impose their will upon the lower worlds. And the Sages, meanwhile,
would not be silent, i.e., they would not refrain, from begging for mercy so that Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi would not
die. So she took a jug [kuza] and threw it from the roof to the ground. Due to the sudden noise, the Sages were
momentarily silent and refrained from begging for mercy, and Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi died. The Sages said to bar
Kappara: Go and ascertain the condition of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi. He went and found that Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi
had died. He tore his clothing and reversed them so that the tear would be behind him and not be noticed. When
he returned to the Sages he opened his remarks and said: The angels [erelim] and righteous mortals [ metzukim)
both clutched the sacred ark. The angels triumphed over the righteous, and the sacred ark was captured. They
said to him: Has he died? He said to them: You have said it and I did not say it, as it had been decided that no one
should say that he died. It is further related: At the time of the death of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi, he raised his ten
fingers toward Heaven and said in prayer: Master of the Universe, it is revealed and known before You that I
toiled with my ten fingers in the Torah, and I have not derived any benefit from the world even with my small
finger. May it be Your will that there be peace in my repose. A Divine Voice emerged and said: #“He enters in
peace, they rest in their beds” (Isaiah 57:2). The Gemara asks: Why does it say: “They rest in their beds,” in the
plural? It should have said: In your bed, in the singular, as the beginning of the verse is phrased in the singular.
The Gemara notes: This supports the opinion of Rabbi Hiyya bar Gamda. As Rabbi Hiyya bar Gamda said that
Rabbi Yosei ben Shaul said: At the time when a righteous individual departs from the world, the ministering
angels say before the Holy One, Blessed be He: Master of the Universe, the righteous individual so-and-so is
coming. The Holy One, Blessed be He, then says to them: The righteous should come forth and they should go
out toward him. And the righteous say to the newly deceased individual: He enters in peace, and subsequently,
the righteous rest in their beds.

Sotah 46b

It is the same city Luz where, although Sennacherib came and exiled many nations from place to place, he did not
disarrange and exile its inhabitants; Nebuchadnezzar, who conquered many lands, did not destroy it; and even
the angel of death has no permission to pass through it. Rather, its Elders, when they have decided that they
have reached the end of life, go outside the city wall and die.

Avodah Zarah 18a

The Sages said: Not even a few days passed before Rabbi Yosei ben Kisma died of his illness, and all of the Roman
notables went to bury him, and they eulogized him with a great eulogy. And upon their return, they found
Rabbi Hanina ben Teradyon, who was sitting and engaging in Torah study and convening assemblies in public,
with a Torah scroll placed in his lap. They brought him to be sentenced, and wrapped him in the Torah scroll,
and encircled him with bundles of branches, and they set fire to it. And they brought tufts of wool and soaked
them in water, and placed them on his heart, so that his soul should not leave his body quickly, but he would



die slowly and painfully. His daughter said to him: Father, must I see you like this? Rabbi Hanina ben Teradyon
said to her: If I alone were being burned, it would be difficult for me, but now that I am burning along with a
Torah scroll, He who will seek retribution for the insult accorded to the Torah scroll will also seek retribution
for the insult accorded to me. His students said to him: Our teacher, what do you see? Rabbi Hanina ben
Teradyon said to them: I see the parchment burning, but its letters are flying to the heavens. They said to him:
You too should open your mouth and the fire will enter you, and you will die quickly. Rabbi Hanina ben Teradyon
said to them: It is preferable that He who gave me my soul should take it away, and one should not harm
oneself to speed his death. The executioner [kaltzatoniri] said to him: My teacher, if I increase the flame and
take off the tufts of wool from your heart, so that you will die sooner and suffer less, will you bring me to the life
of the World-to-Come? Rabbi Hanina ben Teradyon said to the executioner: Yes. The executioner said: Take an
oath for me, that what you say is true. Rabbi Hanina ben Teradyon took the oath for him, and the executioner
immediately increased the flame and took off the tufts of wool from his heart, causing his soul to leave his body
quickly. The executioner too leaped and fell into the fire and died. A Divine Voice emerged and said: Rabbi
Hanina ben Teradyon and the executioner are destined for the life of the World-to-Come.

Bava Kamma 84a

Ultimately, Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish, Reish Lakish, died. Rabbi Yohanan was sorely pained over losing him.
The Rabbis said: Who will go to calm Rabbi Yohanan’s mind and comfort him over his loss? They said: Let Rabbi
Elazar ben Pedat go, as his statements are sharp, i.e., he is clever and will be able to serve as a substitute for
Reish Lakish. Rabbi Elazar ben Pedat went and sat before Rabbi Yohanan. With regard to every matter that Rabbi
Yohanan would say, Rabbi Elazar ben Pedat would say to him: There is a ruling which is taught in a baraita that
supports your opinion. Rabbi Yohanan said to him: Are you comparable to the son of Lakish? In my discussions
with the son of Lakish, when I would state a matter, he would raise twenty-four difficulties against me in an
attempt to disprove my claim, and I would answer him with twenty-four answers, and the halakha by itself
would become broadened and clarified. And yet you say to me: There is a ruling which is taught in a baraita that
supports your opinion. Do I not know that what I say is good? Being rebutted by Reish Lakish served a purpose;
your bringing proof to my statements does not. Rabbi Yohanan went around, rending his clothing, weeping and
saying: Where are you, son of Lakish? Where are you, son of Lakish? Rabbi Yohanan screamed until his mind

was taken from him, i.e., he went insane. The Rabbis prayed and requested for God to have mercy on him and
take his soul, and Rabbi Yohanan died.

Nedarim 40a

Rav Helbo fell ill. There was no one who came to visit him. Rav Kahana said to the Sages: Didn’t the incident
involving one of the students of Rabbi Akiva who became sick transpire in that manner? In that case, the Sages
did not enter to visit him, and Rabbi Akiva entered to visit him and instructed his students to care for him. And
since they swept and sprinkled water on the dirt floor before the sick student, he recovered. The student said to
Rabbi Akiva: My teacher, you revived me. Rabbi Akiva went out and taught: With regard to anyone who does
not visit the ill, it is as though he is spilling blood, as it could be that the sick person has no one to care for him. If
there are no visitors, no one will know his situation and therefore no one will come to his aid. When Rav Dimi came
from Eretz Yisrael to Babylonia he said: Anyone who visits the ill causes that he will live, and anyone who does
not visit the ill causes that he will die. The Gemara asks: In what way are his actions the cause of that result? If we
say that anyone who visits the ill pleads for mercy from God that he will live, and anyone who does not visit the
ill pleads for mercy that he will die, does it enter your mind that he would pray that the sick person will die?
Rather, anyone who does not visit the ill does not plead for mercy for him, neither that he will live nor that he
will die. Since he might have saved the sick person with prayers had he visited, his failure to visit is tantamount to
causing his death.
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Piskei Halacha

Can you choose death?
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Choosing Surgery

Kings Il 7:3-4

There were four men, lepers, outside the gate. They said to one another, “Why should we sit here waiting
for death? If we decide to go into the town, what with the famine in the town, we shall die there; and if we
just sit here, still we die. Come, let us desert to the Aramean camp. If they let us live, we shall live; and if
they put us to death, we shall but die.”
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