Why don’t I know anyone named Chur?

Joshua did as Moses told him and fought with
Amalek, while Moses, Aaron, and Hur went
up to the top of the hill. Then, whenever
Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed; but
whenever he let down his hand, Amalek
prevailed. But Moses’ hands grew heavy; so
they took a stone and put it under him and
he sat on it, while Aaron and Hur, one on
each side, supported his hands; thus his
hands remained steady until the sun set.
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So Moses and his attendant Joshua arose, and
Moses ascended the mountain of God. To the
elders he had said, “Wait here for us until we
return to you. You have Aaron and Hur with
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you; let anyone who has a legal matter
approach them.”
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Who was Chur?

T P10 1D P MINY Y
NION NN 29510 NP (V> 2 'R ODON >I2T) MINIY ,NI9% 12 29D VAR ,DPD 02N HY NI - NN
:(ANY) NVIDA RIPRTI, DM I NIIN NN NRID TOM

Divrei Hayamim I 2
Caleb son of Hezron had children by his wife Azubah, and by Jerioth; these were her sons:

Jesher, Shobab, and Ardon. When Azubah died, Caleb married Ephrath, who bore him Hur.
Hur begot Uri, and Uri begot Bezalel.
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Sotah 11b

And it came to pass, because the midwives feared God, that He made them houses. ...One says
they are the priestly and Levitical houses: Aaron and Moses; and one says they are the royal
houses: for also David descended from Miriam, as it is written: And Azubah died, and Caleb
took unto him Ephrath, which bare him Hur, and it is written: Now David was the son of that
Ephrathite. And Caleb the son of Hezron begat children of Azubah his wife and of Jerioth...

'The son of Hezron'? He was the son of Jephunneh! - [It means] that he was a son who turned
[panah] from the counsel of the spies...
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Here’s the rub...

N2 N DN 27 Yy 11w

DNV DNNY PN NN NN ODN TN YOYW 2IWNI XY INDHNI NN TI9IN OINY NN AN Y9N M
MSYAIIN MY DOPIAIN )2 ("3-)1:T7 YWIND) XNOT DI9)702 DIV I )2 1PN 29D NV IDNNYD
NANY TOINYI 'N Y2 NN 29D ORONI NYYY 1DUNN OPIN PINY DD 11D 92D DYV NMINY .
NINN NIV N DN DTDINI NIINDIN NP INYN NANRY NN NN, MY TIOINYI 0 J2) NYN
2>N9), 0%V 1D N L IRIND TDINYI N 20NN PONINR DIX TNV 'N Y2 N ,02NY D )2 5N
211732 J0VNN NYYY NYYA IRYNI N NIV IIHN NIND YIN PRI 2D 0N UIN DD NN (72:17D Mnv)
12 2992 Y9N 19) 1TIDINYI N 1D NIND XD DN NN YOY R8N NNN A0N MY ' N, Y
DTO9IN WYY VY 12 VAT NN IND

NP2 N DINN NATHY PI1Y

1211 19Y RIPI NN ;N9 12 29D NIN D HIININY (2,X NVID ) DT IINIAIN W I8N Ja aYo
VAN OIIIIANL (2,10 1) "2ADIONNR VP 12 ONOINY' 1D O) MNIRY NN .OO9X0 N¥YN NIV 21N>
72) "OVPN' MOT NPT HIINY INYN I NINY NN NXIN LR 12 29D DY NI INNND DD
JIP AT MO ROY (20,20

1SN 23aN DD DR 29D YD AN DIPIVIND PVWI 2aY YD ;;DIPIDON VY YaY 1D IR RN
LMY DOYY )2 NI DON NI NPY INR D (XD 'D9191Y) 'MINY ,DINYRID

DOYAVI DNND I PINN DD 29D NINN DIDWI , N9 12 29D 7PN 2D DT 11NN IIINY 10D DN
IV NN DY, (R, N WD) 1 TAY YN ONIN NYYWIA IOIN MY DOYIAIN 2 IIN 19D D ;DY
;02980 ININ NN PIANNY,DXINNDND IRY NIV

T PIVO T PHI NNV ASPN ¥IFION NITY JAN



,IROND AN MPNYOIININ AN NN .09 12299 12 XINY L, TN 33373 2INI) . XIN D NYT XY - NN
YOV 12 15WNND IMWYA HNOND NYN) 1IN .(F,T> YWIND) MDIN NIV OOYIIN )2 295 ININRY N2V
RN PINY DN, 0%V DAYy

NN XN IRXAN DY IPNINTP IPINYNIY NN PI .22YD IR KDY TITH DT NOY NN TO NN MDIN)
2195 D)2 TOIN XI9 12 PINN 1D YT ,725 OV NNYI .2INONN TORID TN PRI ,NDAP 22N
NN 2V TIYY (N, 0V OV) NIXN 12295 :2IND 197,290 NIP? 22190 DR (D ,2 R'ONT) HRNPNIN
212y ,11319% 12 295 1221 PIXN )12 29D 122 ¥II90Y 15 I 2INON TININ (2D ,0¥ DY) IRNND
JINN VAVN DNV NN

212y
7131921229917 XY 1NINN 12 29919 021 N 122NN ININD D DIPNN NI TY INANI NI

2:9:37 MNY Yy HTY
.02 5V NOY2 AN PIPINDD DI , 0570 DY NI IININ I N

What happened to Chur?

The people saw that Moshe was late...The
Sages say that the Satan took advantage of
the opportunity and when Moshe was
suspended between Heaven and Earth, he
showed them an image [of Moshe
appearing to be dead]...Chur arose and
rebuked them: “You brainless fools! Have
you forgotten the miracles God performed
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for you?” Then they rose against him and
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killed him. Then they came to
Aharon...and said to him “We will do to
you what we have done to this man.
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And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it.
What did he actually see? - R. Benjamin b. Japhet
says, quoting R. Eleazar: He saw Hur lying slain
before him and said [to himself]: If I do not obey
them, they will now do unto me as they did unto
Hur, and so will be fulfilled [the fear of] the
prophet, Shall the Priest and the Prophet be slain in
the Sanctuary of God? and they will never find
forgiveness. Better let them worship the golden calf,
for which offence they may yet find forgiveness
through repentance.
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Hashem called the name of Betzalel ben Uri ben ) 12900 NN DY HIP NYID NAY NINY
Chur. Why is Chur mentioned here? Because | M2 1IN 12 711N 12 DNO¥1 DV N NIP IND
?
when Israel was about to serve idols, he ;\0]7’3\’) nyva bij N No VD;‘_‘Z ﬂN:
jeopardized his life on God’s behalf and would Y W3 A D200 1My MYy IR
not allow them to do so, with the result that 12 DN INNIN NTIY JRNN N NN
they slew him. Whereupon Hashem said, “I J2UMA 2INY 10 N"IPN
assure you that I will repay you for this.”

Chizkuni

The grandfather of Betzalel is mentioned even though Ahaliav Ben Achisamach’s grandfather is
not mentioned, because he was killed in connection with the sin of the Golden Calf, and the
construction of the Mishkan came to atone for that sin. Therefore Chur is mentioned in
association with it.
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Sholom Kesselman,
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/2864244/jewish/Will-the-Real-Leader-
Please-Stand-Up.htm

The ultimate leader must embody two opposite dynamics. On the one hand, he must care
deeply for his people, love them, and have only their best interests in mind. And he must find
a way to communicate his love, devotion and care, so that the people know their leader feels
this way about them. On the other hand, a leader needs to display strength and boldness. He
must communicate to his people what is right and what is wrong and stand firmly for what is
true and correct.

Aaron and Chur each excelled in one of these qualities. Chur, like his father Kalev, was
the bold and courageous leader who stood strongly for what was right. The problem was that
the Jews didn't feel his love and devotion. He came across as too critical and harsh, which
produced the opposite effect he was trying to achieve.

With Aaron, the Jews felt understood, they felt loved and cared for, and they felt like he
related well to them and their needs. The problem was that he was too kind and peace-loving,
and the people took advantage of this.

It is perhaps for this reason that Moses appointed both of them to lead together. Moses
knew of their individual strengths and realized that it would take the combination of both to
provide solid leadership. If Chur and Aaron would have tempered each other’s reaction and
responded to the sin as one, perhaps they could’ve stopped it.
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