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DOV

6th day of Hanukkah 5719
Talpiot, Jerusalem.

* et
i Ex::l-.m"\ ?

. David Ben-Gurion,
-w \inister of Israel.

- blessings for strength.

- -

you have honored me in your modesty, asking me about the
<ams of children of mixed marriages, in instances where both
+s desire to register their children as Jews.

Achering to those in Israel who are faithful and loyal to the
=h as interpreted by the Rabbinic Sages and as established in
e Code of the Shulhan Aruk, I have nothing to add or to sub-
et from these teachings.

May the Almighty preserve your well-being and strength
and ever-increase your honor because of your faithful deeds which
will always be remembered by our people.

With deepest respect,

!
i

S. Y. AGNON

So as not to leave the page blank:

Forty-nine years ago, when I spent the Passover holiday in Se]ara(;
I heard a comment ascribed to an aged proselyte. It Was reporte
somewhat as follows: You benefit from the Merit of me;l::ihf:f;
so that when you transgress the 1aws of the Torah, the : thatgpﬂ-
does not deal so strictly with you. But we do not posse* tual per-
triarchial merit, and our only virtue is through the aCThus the
formance of the mitsvot and the observance O’.E - Ix;zwx;laior.
Almighty judges us for every transgression, e Z

With your indulgence, I shall remark upon .
which T have not been asked. Religion and State 7

elfare O
two unfriendly neighbors. Since the peace and ¥
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JEWISH IDENTITY

ehooves you to refrain from dealing with

depend upon you, it b |
good or ill, so that your mind will be en-

matters of religion, for

tirely free for affairs of State.
I trust that you will not find in my words a rebuke of any

kind. I have written them only with the deepest feeling of admira-
tion for you and with the earnest desire for your well being,
with kindest tregards to you and your family,

S. Y. AGNON
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