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His Excellency,
The Prime Minister of Israel,
Mr. David Ben-Guriop,

Honorable Sir:

cation, instead of two sep.
The question,
from non-Jewish

arate versions,
pertaining to the re

ish tradition; these set forth the unequivocal answer.
The first Halakah

is: The offspring of a non-Jewess bears the
same status as herself,
The second Halakah is: A

non-Jew, who is circumcized but
has not had ritual immersion

- (Tevilah) or who has been ‘ritually
Immersed’ but not circumcize

d, is not to be recognized as a con-
vert to Judaism until he has been (both) circumcized and ritually
immersed,

In other words, the mother establishes the child’s ‘sanctity

and (the status of) his ‘belonging to,’ or identification with, the
Jewish people. True and proper conversion is gained only by
means of circumcision

and immersion for a male, and through

ritual immersion (alone) for a female,
Hence it is impossible for any person—minor or adult—t0
be considered or to be registered as a Jew if the mother is a 001+
Jewess, 5o long as he (himself) has not been converted to Judaism
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RespO 1o laws of Moses and Israel. Parental assertions or

- ¢ ;ocltar‘;ﬁ"n of the gl-own-l.lp himself (that he wishes to

even t° cs a Jew) will never av a.\]

e k1o aHal akot are basic prmcxpl.es of our Torah and com-
These They do not rely upon rationalizations or reinterpreta.
dments- we need not present quotations or sources to

i T.hereﬁ:: opinion; such would be superfluous.

substan“at: r:in g this basic approach to Torah, our great teacher,
Conc

“des, has already written in his Yad (Hilkot Hobel u-Ma-
Maimonicess

4k 1.6)* gh these (clements) are evident in the Written Law
«“Thou,

ve been thoroughly explained by Moses at Sinai,
gilst ¢ (in the realm of) decisions of practical conduct.
e th:iy Eu-ur forefathers rule in the Judicial Courts of Joshua
o P(:-ophet Samuel and in every Court of Justice (Beth
;nii)m:hat has arisen from the days of Moses till our owd
2o indeed perplexed that the State of Israel now seeks
he :led:::n our traditional branches and thereby smear the an-
‘? : lory of Isracl which has long been sanctified through the
Cl":nt bgloorz and sufferings of preceding generations. It is only be-
sczlllx;e of these roots that we preserve our uniqueness as a holy
people and that we are inextricably bound to the Holy Land.
We therefore ask you—your Excellency—you, whose na‘n'\:
we honor and whose historic accomplishments for the establisi-
ment of the State of Israel we acknowledge: .
Will the present State of Israel be built up by (maintainirg
a threat of) destruction to its very sanctity?

Most respectfully,

(RABBI) JOSEPH SOLOVEITCHIK
Boston

(RaBBr) CHAIM HELLER
New York
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THE HESPED

(1) THE CONNECTION TO GENERATIONS
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(3) ANSWERING THE CALL OF THE GENERATION: BIBLICAL CRITICISM
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(4) GREATNESS AND CHILDLIKE SIMPLICITY
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