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What the Text Tells Us 

Torah Shebichtav

1. Bereishis 50:24-26


2. Shmos 13:19


At length, Joseph said to his brothers, 
“I am about to die. God will surely 
take notice of you and bring you up 
from this land to the land that He 
promised on oath to Abraham, to 
Isaac, and to Jacob.” So Joseph made 
the sons of Israel swear, saying, 
“When God has taken notice of you, 
you shall carry up my bones from 
here.” Joseph died at the age of one 
hundred and ten years; and he was 
embalmed and placed in a coffin in 
Egypt.

מתֵ  אָנכִֹי  אחֶָיו  אֶל  יוֹסףֵ  וַיֹּאמרֶ  (כד) 
והְעֱֶלהָ  אתֶכְםֶ  יִפְקֹד  פָּקֹד  וֵא-לֹקִים 
הָארֶָץ  אֶל  הַזֹּאת  הָארֶָץ  מןִ  אתֶכְםֶ 
אֲשׁרֶ נִשְׁבּעַ לְאַברְָהםָ לְיצִחְָק וּלְיעֲַקֹב: 
יִשׂרְָאֵל  בְּנֵי  אתֶ  יוֹסףֵ  וַיַּשְׁבּעַ  (כה) 
-לֹקִים אתֶכְםֶ  לֵאמרֹ פָּקֹד יִפְקֹד       אֱ
והְעֲַלתִםֶ אתֶ עצַמְתַֹי מִזּהֶ: (כו) וַיּמָתָ 
יוֹסףֵ בּןֶ מֵאהָ ועֶָשׂרֶ שָׁנִים וַיּחַַנְטוּ אתֹוֹ 

וַיִּישׂםֶ בָּארָוֹן בּמְצִרְָיםִ:
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The Bones We Carry with Us



3. Yehoshua 14:29-32


Torah Shebe’al Peh


4. Devarim Rabba 11:7


5. Sotah 13a TB


And Moses took with him the bones 
of Joseph, who had exacted an oath 
from the children of Israel, saying, 
“God will be sure to take notice of 
you: then you shall carry up my 
bones from here with you.”

וַיִּקּחַ מֹשׁהֶ אתֶ עצַמְוֹת יוֹסףֵ עמִּוֹ כִּי 
הַשְׁבּעֵַ הִשְׁבִּיעַ אתֶ בְּנֵי יִשׂרְָאֵל לֵאמרֹ 
והְעֲַלִיתםֶ  אתֶכְםֶ  -לֹקִים  יִפְקֹד אֱ פָּקֹד 

אתֶ עצַמְתַֹי מִזּהֶ אתִּכְםֶ:

After these events, Joshua son of 
Nun, the servant of the Lord, died at 
the age of one hundred and ten 
years…The bones of Joseph, which 
the Israelites had brought up from 
Egypt, were buried at Shechem, in 
the piece of ground which Jacob had 
bought for a hundred kesitahs from 
the children of Hamor, Shechem’s 
father, and which had become a 
heritage of the Josephites.

(כט) וַיהְִי אחַרֲֵי הַדְּברִָים הָאֵלּהֶ וַיּמָתָ 
יהְוֹשׁעַֻ בּןִ נוּן עֶבֶד ה' בּןֶ מֵאהָ ועֶָשׂרֶ 
שָׁנִים:... (לב) וְאתֶ עצַמְוֹת יוֹסףֵ אֲשׁרֶ 
קָברְוּ  ממִּצִרְַיםִ  יִשׂרְָאֵל  בְנֵי  העֱֶלוּ 
קָנהָ  אֲשׁרֶ  הַשׂדֶָּה  בּחְֶלְקַת  בִשׁכְםֶ 
שׁכְםֶ  אֲבִי  חמֲוֹר  בְּנֵי  מֵאתֵ  יעֲַקֹב 
יוֹסףֵ  לִבְנֵי  וַיּהְִיוּ  קְשִׂיטהָ  בּמְֵאהָ 

לְנחֲַלהָ:

Moses placed himself by the bank of the 
river and called out: ‘Joseph, Joseph, you 
know how you have adjured Israel [with 
the words], God will surely remember you; 
give honor to the God of Israel and do not 
hold up the redemption of Israel; you have 
good deeds to your credit. Intercede then 
with your Creator and come up from the 
depths.’ Whereupon immediately Joseph’s 
coffin began to break through the waters 
and to rise from the depths like a stick. 

עמד משה על שפת הנחל ואמר יוסף 
נשבעת  היאך  ידעת  אתה  יוסף 
יפקוד  פקוד  לישראל (בראשית נ) 
כבוד לא-לקי  תן  אתכם  א-לקים 
ישראל ואל תעכב גאולתן של ישראל 
רחמים  בקש  לך  יש  טובים  מעשים 
לפני בוראך ועלה מן התהומות, מיד 
התחיל ארונו של יוסף מפעפע ועולה 

מן התהומות כקנה.
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The Sea Saw 
6. Tehillim 114:3


7. Tanchuma Nasso 30:1


 
8. Abrahma Lincoln’s Inaugural Address, 

March 4th 1864
I am loath to close. We are not enemies, but 
friends. We must not be enemies. Though 
passion may have strained it must not break 
our bonds of affection. The mystic chords of 
memory, stretching from every battlefield 
and patriot grave to every living heart and 
hearthstone all over this broad land, will yet 
swell the chorus of the Union, when again 
touched, as surely they will be, by the better 
angels of our nature.

Moses went and stood on the bank of the 
Nile and exclaimed: ‘Joseph, Joseph! the 
time has arrived which the Holy One, 
blessed be He, swore, “I will deliver you”, 
and the oath you imposed upon the 
Israelites has reached [the time of 
fulfillment]; if you come, well and good; 
otherwise, behold, we are free of your 
oath.’ Immediately Joseph’s coffin floated 
[on the surface of the water].

הלך משה ועמד על שפת נילוס, אמר 
שנשבע  העת  הגיע  לו: יוסף, יוסף, 
והגיעה  גואל אתכם,  שאני  הקב"ה 
אם  את ישראל,  שהשבעת  השבועה 
אתה מראה עצמך - מוטב, אם לאו - 
צף  מיד  מנוקין משבועתך,  אנו  הרי 

ארונו של יוסף.

The sea saw them and fled, Jordan 
ran backward

הַיּםָ֣ רָ֭אהָ וַיָּנסֹ֑ הַ֝יּרְַדּןֵ֗ יסִֹּ֥ב לְאחָוֹֽר׃

ותַּתְִפְּשׂהֵוּ בְּבִגְדוֹ וגו' וַיּצֵֵא החַוּצהָ (בראשית לט, יב), קָפץַ בִּזכְוּת אָבוֹת, הֵיאְ מהָ דְאתְַּ אמָרַ 
(בראשית טו, ה): וַיּוֹצֵא אתֹוֹ החַוּצהָ. שׁמִעְוֹן אִישׁ קִטרְוֹן אמָרַ בִּזכְוּת עצַמְוֹתָיו שֶׁל יוֹסףֵ נִקְרַע הַיּםָ 

לְיִשׂרְָאֵל, הֲדָא הוּא דִכתְִיב (תהלים קיד, ג): הַיּםָ רָאהָ וַיָּנסֹ, בִּזכְוּת וַיּעֲַזֹב בִּגְדוֹ בְּיָדָהּ וַיָּנסָ.
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History and Hope 
9. Sotah a-b TB




10. Drashos El Ami II, Drasha 18 
1

All the years that the Israelites were in the 
wilderness, those two chests, one of the 
dead and the other of the Shechinah, 
proceeded side by side, and passersby used 
to ask: ‘What is in those two chests?’ They 
received the reply: ‘One is of the dead and 
the other of the Shechinah’. ‘But is it, then, 
the way of the dead to proceed with the 
Shechinah?’ They were told, ‘This one 
[Joseph] fulfilled all that was written in the 
other.’

וכל אותן שנים שהיו ישראל במדבר, 
מת  של  אחד  הללו  ארונות  שני  היו 
ואחד של שכינה מהלכין זה עם זה, 
והיו עוברין ושבין אומרים: מה טיבן 
אחד  ארונות הללו? אמרו:  שני  של 
מה  וכי  של שכינה;  ואחד  מת  של 
עם שכינה?  להלך  מת  של  דרכו 

אמרו: קיים זה כל מה שכתוב בזה.

 Born in Lita, Moshe Avigdor Amiel was first taught by his father at the Telz yeshiva before proceeding to the Vilna 1

yeshiva to study under the two greatest Talmudic scholars of the time – Rabbi Chaim Soloveichik and Rabbi Chaim 
Ozer Grodzinsky. He received his ordination at the age of eighteen and in 1905 was appointed Rabbi of Swieciany, 
where he founded a large yeshiva. In 1913, he became Rabbi of Grajewo located on the border between Russiaand 
Germany.It was during this time that Rabbi Amiel was acknowledged as a great public preacher and his oratorical 
qualities were said to affect the most hardened hearts. He became one of the first Rabbis to publicly join the 
Mizrachi movement and Zionist organization, applying his speaking and writing abilities to the cause of Religious 
Zionism and national questions. In 1920 he was elected as one of the delegates to represent Mizrachi of Poland at 
the Mizrachi World Convention in Amsterdam. There he made such an impression upon the Jewish community that 
he was given the post of Rabbi of Antwerp, one of the largest and richest Jewish communities of the time. He set up 
a system of lower yeshivot for girls and boys by creating the Jewish Day School (as it came to be known in 
America), as well as religious institutes of higher learning.Realizing that he must actively fulfill his Zionist ideals, in 
1936 Rabbi Amiel made aliyah in order to serve as Chief Rabbi of Tel Aviv. This area had the largest concentration of 
Jewish population in the yishuv and presented a great deal of challenges for Rabbi Amiel. Particularly hard was the 
constant need to engender good relations between the religious and non-religious segments of the community. 
During his leadership he set up a yeshiva high school which taught religious subjects in the morning and secular in 
the afternoon. This yeshiva, named Yeshiva Ha’Yishuv Ha’Chadash, was used as the pattern for the B’nei Akiva 
yeshivot which were subsequently established. After his death the yeshiva was renamed Yeshivat Ha’Rav Amiel.

Rabbi Ya’akov Trump Page 4





11. “The To-Be Forgotten”, Thomas Hardy


These, our sped ancestry, 
Lie here embraced by deeper death than we; 
Nor shape nor thought of theirs can you descry 
With keenest backward eye. 

"They count as quite forgot; 
They are as men who have existed not; 
Theirs is a loss past loss of fitful breath; 
It is the second death. 

12. Have a Little Faith, by Mitch Albom

The unvisited in nursing homes. The homeless found frozen in 
alleys. Who mourned their passing? Who marked their time on 
earth? “Once, on a trip to Russia,” the Reb recalled, “we found an 
old Orthodox synagogue. Inside, there was an elderly man, 
standing alone, saying the mourner’s Kaddish. Being polite, we 
asked for whom he was saying it. He looked up and answered, “I 
am saying it for myself.”
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Unity 
13. Emunas Itecha, Beshalach
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