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A Scriptural Philosophy of Man

The purpose of this paper is to gain an insight into the nature and destiny
of the woman and man whom God created in a specific way, and to begin to
formulate on the basis of these insights a philosophy of man. Yet, the frame of
reference we will employ will be a scriptural one. We will avail ourselves of
Biblical hermeneutics or interpretation and try to detect the spiritual message
contained in both what has been unequivocally stated in the text and what has
been omitted and concealed.

What | want to achieve is an understanding on our part that the Bible is not just a
book of the past. It is far more than that; it is the book of the present and future.
In all times, in all periods, in crisis as well as in success, man may find his
problems and anxieties defined in this Book of Books.

| am sorry to say that many Jews don't look to the Bible for guidance and
that its spiritual message, so indispensable for man today, is completely ignored.
Our approach to Biblical interpretation is too often homiletical; it is the pulpit and
the synagogue approach. The Book of Books has become a compilation of
sermonical inspirational texts, popular maxims and vulgar common sense.
However, the most beautiful aspect of the Bible is its Weltanschauung, its world
view, its spiritual outlook upon both the world and man.

The Bible is concerned and preoccupied with human tragedy and success,
with human contradictions, with human smallness as well as greatness, with the
destiny of the Jewish community, the hierarchy of its spiritual values, its victories
and failures, its tortuous, twisting and winding road, its fall and rise, its hopes and
despair. Yet all this does not attract our attention. We never try to understand the
metaphysic and axiology of the Scripture [its theory of being and its system of
values]. This essay is an experiment in a metaphysical and axiological




interpretative approach to Scripture, an exercise in detecting my own self in the
scriptural portraiture of man, of finding my own acute problems and questions,
my own torturing anxieties and fears, my own inspiring hopes and aspirations in
the story of Biblical heroes. The detection of one's own self in Biblical man is an
exciting experience. It strengthens one's spirit and relieves him of his cares. It is
a redemptive and enhancing awareness.
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