The Book of Jonah, Part 2: Second Chances

A second chance for Jonah
1. Jonah 3:1-3
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And the word of Hashem came to Jonah a second time, saying: Arise, go to Nineveh the great city, and

proclaim upon it the proclamation that I speak to you. And Jonah arose and went to Nineveh according to

the word of Hashem. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city [lit. a city great to G-d], a walk of three

days.

2. Rambam, Laws of Teshuvah 2:1
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[Who has reached] complete Teshuvah? A person who confronts the same situation in which he sinned
when he has the potential to commit [the sin again], and, nevertheless, abstains and does not commit it
because of his Teshuvah alone and not because of fear or a lack of strength. For example, a person
engaged in illicit sexual relations with a woman. Afterwards, they met in privacy, in the same country,
while his love for her and physical power still persisted, and nevertheless, he abstained and did not
transgress. This is a complete Baal-Teshuvah. This was implied by King Solomon in his statement
[Ecclesiastes 12:1] "Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, [before the bad days come and the
years draw near when you will say: "I have no desire for them."]

3. Ibn Ezra to Jonah 3:2
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oW, arise, implies that Jonah strategically stationed himself in the closest approach to Nineveh, so that
when [G-d] would send him a second time, he would [merely have to rise up and] proceed.

Can a prophecy be overturned?
4. Jonah 3:4
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And Jonah commenced to come into the city, one day's walk, and he proclaimed and said, "In another forty
days Nineveh shall be overturned!"

5. Amos 3:7
DOR°230 1IAYOR 70 0N °2 137 [2opOR] Ay XD R
For Hashem does nothing unless He has revealed His secret to His servants, the prophets.

6. Talmud, Sanhedrin 89b (Koren translation)
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But in the case of Jonah, they reconsidered it and did not inform them that the people of Nineveh had
repented for their sins and were therefore spared the foretold destruction. In the case of Jonah, from the
outset, the heavenly court told him to say: “Nineveh will be overturned” (Jonah 3:4). Still, he did not
know if the sentence would be for the good, as their corruption would be overturned through
repentance, or if it would be for the bad, as the city would be overturned through destruction. Therefore,
the prophecy was never revoked, but simply fulfilled in accordance with one of its possible
interpretations.
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Nineveh listens to Jonah
7. Jonah 3:5-7
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And the people of Nineveh believed in G-d, and they proclaimed a fast and donned sackcloth, from their

greatest to their smallest. And the word reached the king of Nineveh, whereupon he rose from his throne,

took off his royal robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat on the ashes. And he caused it to be

proclaimed and published throughout Nineveh: By the counsel of the king and his nobles, saying: “Neither

man nor beast, neither cattle nor sheep shall taste anything; they shall not graze, neither shall they drink

water.”

Why did Nineveh listen?
8. Radak to Jonah 3:5
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The people of the boat were in the city, and they testified that they had thrown him into the sea, and that
all of his affairs were as they had been. Therefore the people believed his prophecy, and repented fully.

9. Talmud, Sotah 9b (Koren translation)
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“And when Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart” (Judges 16:18). From where did she know
that this time he had told her the truth about the source of his strength, as he had lied about it previously?
Rabbi Hanin says that Rav says: Words of truth are recognizable, and she felt that this time he was
telling the truth.

10.Bereishit 40:16
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Now the chief baker saw that he had interpreted well. So he said to Joseph, "Me too! In my dream, behold,
there were three wicker baskets on my head."

11.Rashbam to Bereishit 40:16
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“That he interpreted well” - Words of truth are recognizable.

[Extreme] National Repentance
12.Jonah 3:8
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“And they shall cover themselves with sackcloth, both man and beast, and they shall call mightily to G-d,
and everyone shall repent of his evil way and of the dishonest gain which is in their hands.”

13.Talmud, Taanit 16a
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“And from the theft in their hands” - Shmuel explained: Even one who had stolen a beam and had built it
into his building would demolish the entire building and return the beam to its owners.

G-d Saw Their Deeds
14.Jonah 3:10
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And G-d saw their deeds, that they had repented of their evil way, and Hashem relented concerning the
evil that He had spoken to do to them, and He did not do it.
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15.Talmud, Taanit 16a
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[What does he say?] Our brothers, it is not sackcloth and fasting that cause [atonement for our sins].
Rather, repentance and good deeds will cause [our atonement. This is] as we find with regard to the
people of Nineveh, that it is not stated about them: And G-d saw their sackcloth and their fasting. Rather,

[the verse states:] “And G-d saw their deeds, that they had turned from their evil way” (Jonah 3:10).

16.Talmud, Rosh HaShanah 16b
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And Rabbi Yitzchak said: A person’s sentence is torn up on [account of] four actions. These are: Charity,
crying out [in prayer], a change of name, and a change of deeds... Changing one’s deeds, as it is written,
“And G-d saw their deeds.”

A person is judged “where he is”
17.Midrash, Pirkei d’Rabbi Eliezer 43
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For forty years was the Holy One, blessed be He, slow to anger with them, corresponding to the forty days
during which He had sent Jonah. After forty years they returned to their many evil deeds, more so than
their former ones, and they were swallowed up like the dead, in the lowest Sheol, as it is said, "Out of the
city of the dead they groan" (Job 24:12).

18.Talmud, Rosh HaShanah 16b
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And Rabbi Yitzchak said: A person is judged only according to his deeds at the time [of his judgment, and
not according to his future deeds], as it is stated [with regard to Ishmael]: “For G-d has heard the voice of
the lad where he is” (Genesis 21:17).

Why was Jonah saddened by Ninevites teshuvah?
19.Jonah 4:1-3
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Now it was evil to Jonah a great evil, and he was grieved. And he prayed to Hashem and said, "Please, O
L-rd, was this not my contention while I was still on my land? For this reason I had hastened to flee to
Tarshish, for I know that You are a gracious and merciful G-d, slow to anger, with much kindness, and
relenting of evil. And now, Hashem, take my soul from me now, for my death is better than my life."

20.Rashi to Jonah 4:1
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“Now it displeased Jonah” - He said, “Now the nations will say that I am a false prophet.” [from Pirkei
d’Rabbi Eliezer ch. 10]

21.Abarbanel to Jonah 4:1
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..Jonah became depressed and wanted to die, because ... while they had repented from their evil ways in
beliefs and deeds, he saw that they continued in their idolatry, and did not repent for their sins against
G-d...
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22.1bn Ezra to Jonah 4:3
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Because he saw that Israel had not repented, he became afraid that evil would come upon them.
Therefore, he prayed, “Please take my soul,” like, “Please erase me!” (Shemot 32:32)

Why was Jonah observing Nineveh from afar?
23.Jonah 4:5
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And Jonah had gone out of the city, and had stationed himself on the east of the city, and there he made
himself a hut and sat under it in the shade until he would see what would happen in the city.

24.Radak to Jonah 4:5
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“And Jonah had gone out... on the east of the city” - he sat in a place east of the city until he would see if
perhaps they wouldn't stick with their repentance, and then the decree would be reinstated against them.

25.Abarbanel to Jonah 4:5
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Jonah went out from the city so that he would not befriend the evil Assyrians, and sat east of the city.

The Kikayon: Why Did Jonah Care So Much About It?
26.Jonah 4:6
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Now Hashem G-d appointed a kikayon, and it grew up over Jonah to be shade over his head, to save him
from his discomfort, and Jonah was overjoyed with the kikayon.

27.Jonah 4:7-9
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Now G-d appointed a worm at the rise of dawn on the morrow, and the worm attacked the kikayon, and it
withered. Now it came to pass when the sun shone, that G-d appointed a stilling east wind, and the sun
beat on Jonah's head, and he fainted, and he begged to die, and he said, "My death is better than my
life." And G-d said to Jonah; Are you very grieved about the kikayon? And he said, "I am very grieved
even to death."

28.1bn Ezra to Jonah 4:6
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“To save him from his discomfort” - From the intense heat of the sun. There are those who say: Due to his
sitting in the belly of the fish for a long time, his skin became tender, and he was unable to bear the heat.

29.Malbim to Jonah 4:6
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“and Jonah was overjoyed with the kikayon” - Since Jonah determined from this that it was G-d’s will that
he sat to the east of the city to see if anything happened in the city, and stopped to observe the fate of the
wicked.



Hashem'’s lesson to Jonah
30.Jonah 4:10-11
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And Hashem said: You took pity on the kikayon, for which you did not toil nor did you make it grow, which
one night came into being and the next night perished. Now should I not take pity on Nineveh, the great
city, in which there are many more than one hundred twenty thousand people who do not know their
right hand from their left, and many beasts as well?

31.Rashi to Jonah 4:11
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“Who do not know, etc.” - [referring to] children.
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“And many beasts” - Adults, whose minds are like those of beasts, who do not know their Creator.

32.Malbim to Jonah 4:11
W 1"V 2272 222 23T "A1TAT A" ROW R0 027 R 0T AwYa 0w - 2301 DY 0K XY PRy
“And should I not care about Nineveh?” - who are the work of My hands, which is precious, because it is
“the great city,” even though many practice idolatry there?

33.Talmud, Berachot 7a (Koren translation)
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“And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious” (Exodus 33:19); in His mercy, G-d bestows His
grace upon every person, even though he is not worthy. Similarly, G-d says: “And I will have mercy
upon whom I will have mercy,” even though he is not worthy. The way in which G-d conducts the
world and bestows grace and mercy was not revealed even to Moses.

34.Jonah 4:2
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..You are a gracious and merciful G-d, slow to anger, with much kindness, and relenting of evil.

35.Rabbi Chaim and Binyamin Jachter, Depths of Yonah 4:5
..it is worth noting Rav David Fohrman'’s approach to the Kikayon. He notes that the Kikayon by right
should never have come into existence. Its appearance is an indisputable example of Middat HaRachamim,
Hashem’s aspect of mercy. On the other hand, the removal of the Kikayon is a clear manifestation of
Middat HaDin, pure justice, since the Kikayon by right should not exist.

Accordingly, we may add, Hashem was giving Yonah an intense dose of Middat HaDin. Yonah had been a
stubborn advocate for Hashem adopting a stricter mode of justice. Hashem has tried every which way to
direct Yonah away from this stance. Hashem’s last resort (short of removing Yonah'’s ability to exercise his
free will) is to administer to Yonah a very intense form of Middat HaRachamim followed very soon by an
abrupt and raw confrontation with Middat HaDin.

By putting Yonah through this experience, Hashem teaches Yonah in a most visceral manner that Middat
HaDin often causes intense pain and cannot stand as the sole value in judgement.



