I[s The Israeli Flag a
Jewish Symbol?

The Curious History of the Flag
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Declaration of the State of Israel




Herzl's Vision for the Flag

Herzl to Baron Hirsch, 1896
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Herzl's seven stars are prominently featured in the
emblems of Tel Aviv and Herzliya




The Flag in Tanakh
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David Wolfson accompanied Theodor Herzl in his travels to
Palestine and Istanbul. Wolffsohn was elected as the vice
president of the Zionist Organization in the World Zionist
Congress of 1905, and in 1907 became its president.

“At the behest of our leader Herzl, | came to Basle to make preparations for
the Zionist Congress. Among many other problems that occupied me then
was one which contained something of the essence of the Jewish problem.
What flag would we hang in the Congress Hall? Then an idea struck me. We
have a flag — and it is blue and white. The talith (prayer shawl) with which we
wrap ourselves when we pray: that is our symbol. Let us take this Talith from
its bag and unroll it before the eyes of Israel and the eyes of all nations. So |
ordered a blue and white flag with the Shield of David painted upon it. That is
how the national flag, that flew over Congress Hall, came into being.”

David Wolffsohn

orn 9 October 1856

Darbénai, Russian Empire

ie 15 September 1914 (aged 57)

Homburg, German Empire



Ludwig Frankl (1810-1894)

"Judah'’s Colors":

When sublime feelings his heart fill,

He is mantled in the colors of his country
He stands in prayer, wrapped

In a sparkling robe of white.

The hems of the white robe

Are crowned with broad stripes of blue;
Like the robe of the High Priest,

Adorned with bands of blue threads.
These are the colors of the beloved country,
Blue and white are the borders of Judah;
White is the radiance of the priesthood,
And blue, the splendors of the firmament.




Alfred Jellinek - Reform Rabbi, Anti-zionist

Jews did not have any national characteristics, as such but "thanks to their
universalism they adapt and absorb qualities from the nations in whose
midst they are born and educated . .We are at home in Europe and regard
ourselves as children of the lands in which we were born and raised, whose
languages we speak, and whose cultures make up our intellectual
substance. We are Germans, Frenchmen, Magyars, Italians, and so forth,
with every fiber of our being.
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The Provisional Council of State
Proclamation of the Flag of the State of Israel

The Provisional Council of State hereby proclaims that the flag of the
State of Israel shall be as illustrated and described below: The flag is
220 cm. long and 160 cm. wide. The background is white and on it are
two stripes of dark sky-blue, 25 cm. broad, over the whole length of the
flag, at a distance of 15 cm. from the top and from the bottom of the
flag. In the middle of the white background, between the two blue
stripes and at equal distance from each stripe is a Star of David,
composed of six dark sky-blue stripes, 5.5 cm. broad, which form two
equilateral triangles, the bases of which are parallel to the two
horizontal stripes.

25 Tishrei 5709 (28 October 1948)
Provisional Council of State
Joseph Sprinzak, Speaker
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Rav Kook
with
the Israel1
Flag
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Rav Kook’s Speech to the Jewish Legion -

1926 - Rededication of the Hurva Synagogue
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Rav Soloveitchik - The Israeli Flag
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Rabbi Khameini
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Iranians Refuse to Step on the Israeli Flag

https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-middle-east-51084619/iran-students-refuse-to-walk-
over-us-and-israeli-flags

Business is booming at Iran’s largest flag factory which
makes U.S., British and Israeli flags for Iranian i
protesters to burn. At the factory in the town of .
Khomein, southwest of the capital Tehran, young men
and women print the flags by hand then hang them up =&~
to dry. The factory produces about 2,000 U.S. and Israeli
flags a month in its busiest periods, and more than 1.5
million square feet of flags a year.

In state-sponsored rallies and protests in Iran,
demonstrators regularly burn the flags of Israel, U.S.
and Britain. 15


https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-middle-east-51084619/iran-students-refuse-to-walk-over-us-and-israeli-flags

Rav Moshe Feinstein
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Did Rav Moshe Renege?

Rabbi Ari Shvat - http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/180305

The modern approach to Jewish Law does give some status to the Israeli flag,
despite Rabbi Feinstein's ruling. Rabbi Feinstein's rulings gravitated more and
more toward Zionism as the years went on, he noted - eventually including
positive rulings on female IDF soldiers using guns in times of need, using both US
and Israeli flags in a yeshiva high school setting, whether or not the Six-Day War
invalidated mourning rituals over the loss of Jerusalem, and whether or not to say
Hallel on Independence Day. One of Feinstein's grandchildren also stated that
the Rabbi had expressed, privately, regret over his previous attitude toward the
Israeli flag.
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http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/180305

Israeli flag over Ponovizh Yeshiva, Bnei Brak
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The Tallit as Jewish Clothing
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Koren Yom Haatzmaut Machzor - Rav Moshe
Taragin Femmss

Though the primary symbolism of the tzitzit evokes awareness of mitzvot in
general, several features conjure redemptive images.

The Torah describes the four corners of tzitzit-suitable clothing with the
word “kanaf.” The same phrase appears in a messianic prophecy delivered by
Zekharia about universal recognition of HaKadosh Barukh Hu in the Mes-
sianic era. The concluding verses of the eighth chapter of the book portray
worldwide pilgrimages to Yerushalayim to discover the word of God. The
final verse depicts throngs of people “grasping on to the clothing of Jewish
people,” adhering to them upon acknowledging us as God’s chosen: So said
the LorD of hosts: “In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take
hold, out of all the languages of the nations, shall even take hold of the skirt
of him that is a Jew, saying: “We will go with you, for we have heard that God
is with you.” ( Zekharia 8:23 ). Not only will the city of Yerushalayim serve as
a magnet for those thirsting for divine instruction, but Jews as well will be
actively pursued and associated with. The image of ten people clutching the

 clothing of a single Jew indicates the degree of desperation of those pursuing
 the word of God, but perhaps unable to identify it on their own. Wearing
| tzitzit - clothing so clearly identified as Jewish - accentuates this messianic
. 1ole of extending the divine word to all of humanity.



Finally, the recent rediscovery of tekhelet — the blue dye associated with

tzitzit — has profoundly enhanced the performance of this mitzva, and con-
tributed to the redemptive process. The Hafetz Hayyim — who authored a
well-known article about the redemptive era entitled “Ikvita DiMeshiha™ (the
footprints of the Messiah) — wrote that the Jews who will witness the end
of history will be particularly committed to the mitzva of tzitzit. Our ability

to fulfill the mitzva in its original, enhanced form indicates our progression
toward the close of history.
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Where did the notion of n'ooon a tallit
originate?
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Professor Sperber
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Yosef Karduner = https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Ks MfRBbTg
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Ks_MfRBbTg

How Jewish 1s the Jewish Star?
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History of the Magen David {L;\ o “-
In 1354, King of Bohemia Charles IV prescribed for the Jev\ /A with

both David's shield and Solomon's seal, while the red flag vig (e’ . "et
King Matthias of Hungary in the 15th century showed two pelhr%vnn Iwo‘golden
stars.[22]

In 1460, the Jews of Ofen (Budapest, Hungary) received King Matthias Corvinus with a
red flag on which were two Shields of David and two stars. In the first Hebrew prayer
book, printed in Prague in 1512, a large hexagram appears on the cover. In the
colophon is written: "Each man beneath his flag according to the house of their
fathers...and he will merit to bestow a bountiful gift on anyone who grasps the Shield of
David."

In 1592, Mordechai Maizel was allowed to affix "a flag of King David, similar to that
located on the Main Synagogue” on his synagogue in Prague. Following the Battle of
Prague (1648), the Jews of Prague were again granted a flag, in recognition in their
contribution to the city's defense. That flag showed a yellow hexagram on a red
background, with a star placed in the center of the hexagram.[23]




Jewish Star as a Sign of Assimilation

According to Sholem, the motive for the widespread use of the Star of David was a
wish to imitate Christianity. During the Emancipation, Jews needed a symbol of
Judaism parallel to the cross, the universal symbol of Christianity. In particular,
they wanted something to adorn the walls of the modern Jewish house of worship
that would be symbolic like the cross. This is why the Star of David became
prominent in the nineteenth century and why it was later used on ritual objects
and in synagogues and eventually reached Poland and Russia. The pursuit of
imitation, in Sholem's opinion, led to the dissemination of an emblem that was not
really Jewish and conveyed no Jewish message. In his opinion, it was also the
reason why the Star of David satisfied Zionism: it was a symbol which had already
attained wide circulation among the Jewish communities but at the same time
evoked no clear-cut religious associations.



Gershom Scholem - The Star of David

Then came the Zionists. Their endeavors were directed not
only to the re-establishment of the old glory, but even more to
the transformation and renewal of their people. The very first
issue of the movement's periodical, Die Welt, which appeared
June 4, 1897, published by Theodor Herzl, bore the emblem on

its masthead. When the Zionists chose it as their insignia at
the Basle congress, it possessed two qualities which had to re-

commend it to men in search of a new symbol. In the first place,
it was known to everyone because of its general dissemination

through the centuries, its appearance on every new synagogue
on the seals of the communities, the philanth «

. \ ropic societies, and
the like. Secondly, in contemporary consciousness it lacked any

clear connection with religious conceptions and associations. This
fault became a virtue: rather than calling to mind past glory, it
addressed hopes for the future, for redemption.

THE MESSIANIC
IDEA IN JUDAISM

AND OTHER ESSAYS ON JEWISH SPIRITUALITY

With a new Foreword by
ARTHUR HERTZBERG




But far more than the Zionists have done to provide the
Shield of David with the sanctity of a genuine symbol has been
done by those who made it for millions into a mark of shame
and degradation. The yellow Jewish star, as a sign of exclusion
and ultimately of annihilation, has accompanied the Jews on their
path of humiliation and horror, of battle and heroic resistance.
Under this sign they were murdered; under this sign they came
to Israel. If there is a fertile soil of historical experience from
which symbols draw their meaning, it would seem to be given
here. Some have been of the opinion that the sign which marked
the way to annihilation and to the gas chambers should be re-
Placed by a sign of life. But it is possible to think quite the
opposite: the sign which in our own days has been sanctified by
suffering and dread has become worthy of illuminating the path
to life and reconstruction. Before ascending, the path led down

into the abyss; there the symbol received its ultimate humiliation
and there it won its greatness.
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