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The Wan of Glad, - Yeftack

Toge’cher we will investigate the amb iguous and mysterious ['Lfé of Y'Lﬁach. His wars, his pevsona[ [ife and his
YILC diplomacy paint a varied picture of this Shofet.
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Sins and Search for a Leader
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6 And the children of Israel again did that which
was evil in the sight of the LORD, and served the
Baalim, and the Ashtaroth, and the gods of Aram,
and the gods of Zidon, and the gods of Moab, and
the gods of the children of Ammon, and the gods of
the Philistines; and they forsook the LORD, and
served Him not.

7 And the anger of the LORD was kindled against
Israel, and He gave them over into the hand of the
Philistines, and into the hand of the children of
Ammon.

8 And they oppressed and crushed the children of
Israel that year; eighteen years [oppressed they] all
the children of Israel that were beyond the Jordan in
the land of the Amorites, which is in Gilead.

9 And the children of Ammon passed over the
Jordan to fight also against Judah, and against
Benjamin, and against the house of Ephraim, so that
Israel was sore distressed.

10 And the children of Israel cried unto the LORD,
saying: 'We have sinned against Thee, in that we
have forsaken our God, and have served the
Baalim.' {P}

11 And the LORD said unto the children of Israel:
'Did not | save you from the Egyptians, and from
the Amorites, from the children of Ammon, and
from the Philistines?

12 The Zidonians also, and the Amalekites, and the
Maonites, did oppress you; and ye cried unto Me,
and | saved you out of their hand.

13 Yet ye have forsaken Me, and served other gods;
wherefore | will save you no more.

14 Go and cry unto the gods which ye have chosen;
let them save you in the time of your distress.'

15 And the children of Israel said unto the LORD:
‘We have sinned; do Thou unto us whatsoever
seemeth good unto Thee; only deliver us, we pray
Thee, this day.'

16 And they put away the strange gods from among
them, and served the LORD; and His soul was
grieved for the misery of Israel. {P}




;‘1}’?33 noNn Sy 22 9PYNN ¥ 17 Then the children of Ammon were gathered
.N9YH2 1IN ,YNIW? 222 19PN  together, and encamped in Gilead. And the children
T ' i " 7777 of Israel assembled themselves together, and
encamped in Mizpah.

=IN UIN ,1Y9) 29V YN 19N N> 18 And the people, the princes of Gilead, said one

nnbﬂb ';m» ‘W)N waxﬂ ”g Ny to another: 'What man is he that will begin to fight

’:Wﬁ 595 \’JNﬂb ==Y 2322 against the children of Ammon? he shall be head
! {9} ‘Wb) over all the inhabitants of Gilead.' {P}
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Background to Yftach and Appointment

/990 933 1990 ,51¥930 NN N 1 Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man

=N YD) 1999 ;NN NYN-)2 ,m-n of valour, and he was the son of a harlot; and
.nnos Gilead begot Jephthah.

19490 5093 V9 TYPA-NYN 199 2 2 And Gilead's wife bore him sons; and when his
rmw} ,NN-NN YN ﬂwxﬁ-,gg wife's sons grew up, they drove out Jephthah,

‘1\’)24-1: ’:--1)’:N n,:: 5mn-N5 y5 and said unto him: Thou shalt not inherit in our
.m;ug MK father's house; for thou art the son of another

woman.'

NIN2 :nw) SONN NN NP NN ) 3 Then Jephthah fled from his brethren, and
na\om nnm-bx )\,755-\,1 ay19 dwelt in the land of Tob; and there were gathered
{ﬁ} Y INNY , 0599 vain fellows to Jephthah, and they went out with
) BT 75 him. {P}

,)IY-32 99N ;0,50 4 4 And it came to pass after a while, that the
bzﬁ\w-ny children of Ammon made war against Israel.

-0y MIY-232 MNDI-IYND >0 N 5 And it was so, that when the children of

-NN NNPY ‘wb; a)7t ubn ‘;mq\w Ammon made war against Israel, the elders of
%0 \{ﬂm: m.m, Gilead went to fetch Jephthah out of the land of

Tob.

999 NHMNY ,NIV--NNDY 99BN ) 6 And they said unto Jephthah: ‘Come and be our
MY 33 ,00NnYN ;P8R  chief, that we may fight with the children of
PR RN RS mmon.

ONN NYD YD) 291D ,NNOY 9N T 7 And Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead:
5 %AN na:m an\unm mm cmmw 'Did not ye hate me, and drive me out of my

4y ,wa .m” "JN onNa m‘mw father's house? and why are ye come unto me
¢ .pay now when ye are in distress?"

199 ,NND2-IN 1Y) %P1 IMNN N 8 And the elders of Gilead said unto Jephthah:
mnbn ,1))39 mbm ,‘[’bx 13;\9 nny "Therefore are we returned to thee now, that thou

’:\’ﬁ 595 \’JNﬂb ”7 n» 1”9” 13 mayest go with us, and fight with the children of
! ‘19” Ammon, and thou shalt be our head over all the

inhabitants of Gilead.'

~ON ,‘T)’b) 2PT-IN NND? 9N V9 And Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead: 'If

Sy ”3a f_mbﬁb ,nm m-m n,:pv),g ye bring me back home to fight with the children
99N ’Q)N--’)Qb u,-m,‘ i ”-m of Ammon, and the LORD deliver them before

YNy ooy M8 I will be your head.'
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10 And the elders of Gilead said unto Jephthah:
‘The LORD shall be witness between us; surely
according to thy word so will we do.’

11 Then Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead,
and the people made him head and chief over
them; and Jephthah spoke all his words before
the LORD in Mizpah. {P}

12 And Jephthah sent messengers unto the king
of the children of Ammon, saying: 'What hast
thou to do with me, that thou art come unto me
to fight against my land?'

13 And the king of the children of Ammon
answered unto the messengers of Jephthah:
'‘Because Israel took away my land, when he
came up out of Egypt, from the Arnon even unto
the Jabbok, and unto the Jordan; now therefore
restore those cities peaceably.’

14 And Jephthah sent messengers again unto the
king of the children of Ammon;

15 and he said unto him: "Thus saith Jephthah:
Israel took not away the land of Moab, nor the
land of the children of Ammon.

16 But when they came up from Egypt, and
Israel walked through the wilderness unto the
Red Sea, and came to Kadesh;

17 then Israel sent messengers unto the king of
Edom, saying: Let me, | pray thee, pass through
thy land; but the king of Edom hearkened not.
And in like manner he sent unto the king of
Moab; but he would not; and Israel abode in
Kadesh.

18 Then he walked through the wilderness, and
compassed the land of Edom, and the land of
Moab, and came by the east side of the land of
Moab, and they pitched on the other side of the
Arnon; but they came not within the border of
Moab, for the Arnon was the border of Moab.

19 And Israel sent messengers unto Sihon king
of the Amorites, the king of Heshbon; and Israel
said unto him: Let us pass, we pray thee, through
thy land unto my place.

20 But Sihon trusted not Israel to pass through
his border; but Sihon gathered all his people
together, and pitched in Jahaz, and fought
against Israel.

21 And the LORD, the God of Israel, delivered
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Sihon and all his people into the hand of Israel,
and they smote them; so Israel possessed all the
land of the Amorites, the inhabitants of that
country.

22 And they possessed all the border of the
Amorites, from the Arnon even unto the Jabbok,
and from the wilderness even unto the Jordan.

23 So now the LORD, the God of Israel, hath
dispossessed the Amorites from before His
people Israel, and shouldest thou possess them?

24 Wilt not thou possess that which Chemosh
thy god giveth thee to possess? So whomsoever
the LORD our God hath dispossessed from
before us, them will we possess.

25 And now art thou any thing better than Balak
the son of Zippor, king of Moab? did he ever
strive against Israel, or did he ever fight against
them?

26 While Israel dwelt in Heshbon and its towns,
and in Aroer and its towns, and in all the cities
that are along by the side of the Arnon, three
hundred years; wherefore did ye not recover
them within that time?

27 | therefore have not sinned against thee, but
thou doest me wrong to war against me; the
LORD, the Judge, be judge this day between the
children of Israel and the children of Ammon.’

28 Howbeit the king of the children of Ammon
hearkened not unto the words of Jephthah which
he sent him. {P}

29 Then the spirit of the LORD came upon
Jephthah, and he passed over Gilead and
Manasseh, and passed over Mizpeh of Gilead,
and from Mizpeh of Gilead he passed over unto
the children of Ammon.

30 And Jephthah vowed a vow unto the LORD,
and said: 'If Thou wilt indeed deliver the children
of Ammon into my hand,

31 then it shall be, that whatsoever cometh forth
of the doors of my house to meet me, when |
return in peace from the children of Ammon, it
shall be the LORD'S, and | will offer it up for a
burnt-offering.'{P}

32 So Jephthah passed over unto the children of
Ammon to fight against them; and the LORD
delivered them into his hand.
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33 And he smote them from Aroer until thou
come to Minnith, even twenty cities, and unto
Abel-cheramim, with a very great slaughter. So
the children of Ammon were subdued before the
children of Israel. {P}

34 And Jephthah came to Mizpah unto his house,
and, behold, his daughter came out to meet him
with timbrels and with dances; and she was his
only child; beside her he had neither son nor
daughter.

35 And it came to pass, when he saw her, that he
rent his clothes, and said: 'Alas, my daughter!
thou hast brought me very low, and thou art
become my troubler; for | have opened my
mouth unto the LORD, and I cannot go back.'

36 And she said unto him: 'My father, thou hast
opened thy mouth unto the LORD; do unto me
according to that which hath proceeded out of
thy mouth; forasmuch as the LORD hath taken
vengeance for thee of thine enemies, even of the
children of Ammon.'

37 And she said unto her father: 'Let this thing be
done for me: let me alone two months, that I may
depart and go down upon the mountains, and
bewail my virginity, | and my companions.’

38 And he said: 'Go." And he sent her away for
two months; and she departed, she and her
companions, and bewailed her virginity upon the
mountains.

39 And it came to pass at the end of two months,
that she returned unto her father, who did with
her according to his vow which he had vowed;
and she had not known man. And it was a
custom in Israel,

40 that the daughters of Israel went yearly to
lament the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite
four days in a year. {P}

1 And the men of Ephraim were gathered
together, and passed to Zaphon; and they said
unto Jephthah: "Wherefore didst thou pass over
to fight against the children of Ammon, and didst
not call us to go with thee? we will burn thy
house upon thee with fire.'

2 And Jephthah said unto them: 'l and my people
were at great strife with the children of Ammon;
and when | called you, ye saved me not out of
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their hand.

3 And when | saw that ye saved me not, | put my
life in my hand, and passed over against the
children of Ammon, and the LORD delivered
them into my hand; wherefore then are ye come
up unto me this day, to fight against me?'

4 Then Jephthah gathered together all the men of
Gilead, and fought with Ephraim; and the men of
Gilead smote Ephraim, because they said: 'Ye
are fugitives of Ephraim, ye Gileadites, in the
midst of Ephraim, and in the midst of Manasseh.'

5 And the Gileadites took the fords of the Jordan
against the Ephraimites; and it was so, that when
any of the fugitives of Ephraim said: 'Let me go

over,' the men of Gilead said unto him: 'Art thou
an Ephraimite?' If he said: 'Nay’;

6 then said they unto him: 'Say now Shibboleth’;
and he said 'Sibboleth'; for he could not frame to
pronounce it right; then they laid hold on him,
and slew him at the fords of the Jordan; and there
fell at that time of Ephraim forty and two
thousand.

7 And Jephthah judged Israel six years. Then
died Jephthah the Gileadite, and was buried in
one of the cities of Gilead. {P}
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Anthropomorphisms:

Rav Hirsch, Bereishis 6:6

Regarding this and- similar anthropomorphic expressions of Gog
we would like to make a general remark. For so long people have philo-
sophied all round these expressions to remove the danger of the slightest
thought of any materiality or corporality of God that at the end one runs
very nearly into the danger of losing all idea of the personality of God.
Had that been the purpose of the Torah, those kind of expressions could
easily have been avoided. But this last danger is greater than the first, The
two anthropomorphic expressions here save the two essential conceptions:
the freedom, the free-will of God, and that of Man. Not for nothing does
it say, “"when God saw etc.””. The wickedness of Man was not a matter of
necessity. God had to see it before He knew it. This expression gives us the
guarantee of human free-will. And the fate that overtook mankind was not
the result of physical causes which followed set laws, it was preceded by
' an examination by God and His decision; the decision itself pained the
| D::cider. All this presupposes the personality and free-will of God and keeps
; this clear in our minds. The T"a&7 already, one of the most Jewish of our
' thinkers, is of the opinion that such consciousness of the personality of God

is of much greater importance than speculating about it, as to whether this
l or that can be asserted of God.

Zonah?
3 Understandings:
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Yehoshua 13:31

MY IYYINY IIDYY) -rg?gf_a M NY || 31 and half Gilead, and Ashtaroth, and Edrei, the cities of the kingdom of Og
;N1 9999 %)Y ,)¥22 MY MY | | in Bashan, were for the children of Machir the son of Manasseh, even for the
T T ominawny 999 -23a syny || half of the children of Machir according to their families.
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8 And every daughter, that possesseth an inheritance in any tribe of the
children of Israel, shall be wife unto one of the family of the tribe of
her father, that the children of Israel may possess every man the
inheritance of his fathers.

9 So shall no inheritance remove from one tribe to another tribe; for
the tribes of the children of Israel shall cleave each one to its own
inheritance.'

10 Even as the LORD commanded Moses, so did the daughters of
Zelophehad.

11 For Mahlah, Tirzah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, and Noah, the
daughters of Zelophehad, were married unto their father's brothers'
sons.

12 They were married into the families of the sons of Manasseh the
son of Joseph, and their inheritance remained in the tribe of the family
of their father.
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Conquest
Mishech Chochma, Haftoras Chukas
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Bamidbar 21:21-31
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NEDER

Precedent for Nedarim:
Vayikra 27:28-29
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most holy unto the LORD.

28 Notwithstanding, no devoted thing, that a man may devote unto
the LORD of all that he hath, whether of man or beast, or of the field
of his possession, shall be sold or redeemed; every devoted thing is
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;M 190 NY--DIND-)) 09?2 YUN ,uﬂ___f_\-b;: V5 || 29 None devoted, that may be devoted of men, shall be ransomed; he
.19 | | shall surely be put to death.

Bereishis 28:20
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b:m'_;_p nnb "%~ -)m) ,151‘1 ,pm w_m -wﬂ 7913 ,;-m\m keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and
.\’)‘.‘l‘)b 'rm raiment to put on,

LDIPUNY 29 0N 191) 5 %A °3-ON 09U 9NAY) NI || 21 so that | come back to my father's house in peace, then shall the
’ ) D LORD be my God,

72,0202 --N2¥N INNY-IYN ,NNTD JaNDY 23 || 22 and this stone, which | have set up for a pillar, shall be God's

17 ”qux Gy Y- 1g-m ﬂ\!)N b:n ﬂ")bN house; and of all that Thou shalt give me | will surely give the tenth
unto Thee.'

Bamidbar 21:2
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0D -NN SHNINDY-->122 , N30 | | indeed deliver this people into my hand, then | will utterly destroy
T T TR TEeE TR E T their cities.!

I Shmuel 1:11

)ya RN ANY-ON mms N 99N 971 9%/, N || 11 And she vowed a vow, and said: 'O LORD of hosts, if Thou wilt

,-my;mb -,m-m STIN-NN ng\on N‘” amq:m 9N indeed look on the affliction of Thy handmaid, and remember me,

nYYI-NY N 1N m’-b: Y ,,m-m--n,wm vyt and not forget Thy handmaid, but wilt give unto Thy handmaid a
.WJN‘; ‘»’ man-child, then I will give him unto the LORD all the days of his life,

and there shall no razor come upon his head.'
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Is it Literal or Not?
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Mistake of Yiftach (Ramban):
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Mistake of Yiftach (Ibn Ezra):
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Narrator'’s Interpretation of Neder:
Yehoshua 2:17-19
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Yehoshua 6:16-19
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17 And the men said unto her: 'We will be guiltless of this thine
oath which thou hast made us to swear.

18 Behold, when we come into the land, thou shalt bind this line of
scarlet thread in the window which thou didst let us down by; and
thou shalt gather unto thee into the house thy father, and thy
mother, and thy brethren, and all thy father's household.

19 And it shall be, that whosoever shall go out of the doors of thy
house into the street, his blood shall be upon his head, and we will
be guiltless; and whosoever shall be with thee in the house, his
blood shall be on our head, if any hand be upon him

16 And it came to pass at the seventh time, when the priests blew
with the horns, that Joshua said unto the people: 'Shout; for the
LORD hath given you the city.

17 And the city shall be devoted, even it and all that is therein, to
the LORD; only Rahab the harlot shall live, she and all that are with
her in the house, because she hid the messengers that we sent.

18 And ye, in any wise keep yourselves from the devoted thing, lest
ye make yourselves accursed by taking of the devoted thing, so
should ye make the camp of Israel accursed, and trouble it.
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NN \')‘1'7--bt‘1:1 ﬂ\’)ﬁ) abm ’gﬂﬁ ‘]U: b:n 1 || 19 But all the silver, and gold, and ves_sels of brass and iron, are
.N’:l’ "1 ﬁmN s ’ﬂb holy unto the LORD; they shall come into the treasury of the

LORD.'

Yehoshua 7:6-1

7)97 NYIN 1)~ -by Y99 1’5‘\7’9\') ”\mﬂ, 7721 9 || 6 And Joshua rent his clothes, and fell to the earth upon his face

— before the ark of the LORD until the evening, he and the elders of
’bé’” 78‘1\’)’ ,)7” ’N’ﬂ ﬂ‘!)"! ‘1’” N ”“N Israel; and they put dust upon their heads.
LOYNI-YY 99y

ﬂﬂN ,‘l? ﬂ)gb ’ ‘[b ﬂ" ,”\m‘p-bx ) ‘1)9;01 9 || 10 And the LORD said unto Joshua: 'Get thee up; wherefore, now,
.[,)9_&” “"9) art thou fallen upon thy face?

‘1\’)N ,nﬁ: S')N 1‘13” (=})] 5N‘WJ’ ,NON N 11 Israel hath sinned; yea, they have even transgressed My covenant

49 which | commanded them; yea, they have even taken of the devoted
QM ’:” ﬂM ﬂ‘\f\‘\ vg ,31‘\77 ﬂM ﬂﬂ?N AR thing; and have also stolen, and dissembled also, and they have even

~°?’??3 ”9\? nl’, ;WJD? put it among their own stuff.
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