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Timely Torah, May 9t" 2021
Erev Yom Yerushalayim 5781
This shiur is kindly sponsored by Tiberio & Ellyse Schwartz on the
yahrtzeit of Tiberio's mother, Magda Schwartz, Leah bat Yitzchok, n"y

Euro-Asia and Africa
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Ancient and New

East and West
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1. Mishna, Yoma 53b
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MISHNA: After the Ark was taken into exile, there was a rock in the Holy of Holies from the
days of the early prophets, David and Samuel, who laid the groundwork for construction of
the Temple, and this stone was called the foundation rock. It was three fingerbreadths
higher than the ground, and the High Priest would place the incense on it. After the High
Priest left the Holy of Holies, he took the blood of the bull sacrificed as a sin-offering from
the one who was stirring it, so it would not coagulate. He entered into the place that he had
previously entered, the Holy of Holies, and stood at the place where he had previously stood
to offer the incense, between the staves. And he sprinkled from the blood, one time upward
and seven times downward.

2. Talmud Bavli, Yoma 54b
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§ The mishna taught that a stone sat in the Holy of Holies and it was called the foundation
[shetiyya] rock. A Sage taught in the Tosefta: Why was it called shetiyya? It is because the
world was created [hushtat] from it. The Gemara comments: We learned the mishna in
accordance with the opinion of the one who said that the world was created from Zion. As
it was taught in a baraita that Rabbi Eliezer says: The world was created from its center, as
it is stated: “When the dust runs into a mass, and the clods cleave fast together” (Job
38:38). The world was created by adding matter to the center, like the formation of clumps of
earth.

Humankind

Creation

3. Zohar, Bereishis 15a
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4. Bereishis Rabba, Bereishis 14:8
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Mizbeiach of Adam
5. Bereishis 22:7
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They arrived at the place of which God had told him. Abraham built an altar there; he laid out the
wood; he bound his son Isaac; he laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.

6. Targum Yonasan ad loc.
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And they came to the place of which the Lord had told him. And Abraham builded there the altar
which Adam had built, which had been destroyed by the waters of the deluge, which Noah has
again builded, and which had been destroyed in the age of divisions; and he set the wood in order
upon it, and bound Izhak his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood.

Mizbeiach of Kayin, Hevel and Noach
7. Bereishis 8:20
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Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and, taking of every clean animal and of every clean bird,
he offered burnt offerings on the altar.

8. Targum Yonasan, ad loc.
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And Noah builded the altar before the Lord; that altar which Adam had builded in the time when
he was cast forth from the garden of Eden, and had offered an oblation upon it; and upon it had
Kain and Habel offered their oblations. But when the waters of the deluge descended, it was
destroyed, and Noah rebuilded it; and he took of all clean cattle, and of all clean fowl, and
sacrificed four upon that altar. And the Lord accepted his oblation with favour:

Area of Shem
9. Bereishis 12:6
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Abram passed through the land as far as the site of Shechem, at the terebinth of Moreh. The
Canaanites were then in the land.

10. Rashi, ad loc.
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AND THE CANAANITE WAS THEN IN THE LAND — They (the Canaanites) were gradually
conquering the land of Israel from the descendants of Shem, for it had fallen to the share of
Shem when Noah apportioned the earth amongst his sons, for it is said (Genesis 14:18) “And
Melchizedek) king of Salem (Jerusalem)”. For this reason the Lord said to Abram (Genesis 12:7)
“to thy seed will | give this land” — “I will in some future time return it to thy children who are
descendants of Shem”.

11. Bereishis 14:18
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12. Tehillim 76:3
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Avraham

13. Bereishis 22:1-4, 13-14
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14. 1l Divrei Hayamim 3:1
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15. Bereishis 22:19
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Abraham then returned to his servants, and they departed together for Beer-sheba; and Abraham
stayed in Beer-sheba.

16. Targum Yonasan, ad loc.
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And the angels on high took Izhak and brought him into the school (medresha) of Shem the
Great; and he was there three years. And in the same day Abraham returned to his young men;
and they arose and went together to the Well of the Seven, and Abraham dwelt at Beira-desheva.

Yaakov Avinu
17. Bereishis 28:11-13,17
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He came upon a certain place and stopped there for the night, for the sun had set. Taking one of
the stones of that place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place.

112 20773 205 09K CIRR MM IRAWE p WK 73R 28 DD n3m ahon,
He had a dream; a stairway was set on the ground and its top reached to the sky, and angels of
God were going up and down on it.
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And the LORD was standing beside him and He said, “I am the LORD, the God of your father

Abraham and the God of Isaac: the ground on which you are lying I will assign to you and to
your offspring.
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Shaken, he said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the abode of God, and that
is the gateway to heaven.”
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Prayer

18. Bereishis 28:17
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Shaken, he said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than
the abode of God, and that is the gateway to heaven.”

19. Ramban, ad loc.
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20. | Melachim 8:30
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And when You hear the supplications which Your servant and Your people Israel offer toward
this place, give heed in Your heavenly abode—give heed and pardon.

21. Daniel 6:11
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When Daniel learned that it had been put in writing, he went to his house, in whose upper
chamber he had had windows made facing Jerusalem, and three times a day he knelt down,
prayed, and made confession to his God, as he had always done.

22. Shulchan, Orach Chaim 94:1
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Physical and Spiritual
23. Bereishis Rabba 50:2
Y N71 ,NINY7Y MY DYV TOX XN 'K KIN), 2.2 2rk( WYL NNIX Y911 122'Y! ' TRNA NiIN|
N7RYI 7822 ,77R0N INNIYA 1K 78 N7X ¢ NNR X, NNDK NINYY DYV DORM
0i'7 X '7'¥0Y7 IO ,DITO NX 7907
"But He is at one with Himself, and who can turn him? And what His soul desireth, even that
He doeth." (Job 23:13) It was taught: One angel does not carry out two commissions, and two
angels do not carry out one commission. And you say "two"!? (Genesis 19:1) Rather, Michael
said his tidings and departed, Gabriel was sent to overthrow Sodom, and Raphael to rescue
Lot.
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Atonement

24. Rashi, Bereishis 2:7
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DUST OF THE EARTH — He gathered his dust (i. e. that from which he was made) from the
entire earth — from its four corners — in order that wherever he might die, it should receive him
for burial (Midrash Tanchuma, Pekudei 3). Another explanation: He took his dust from that spot
on which the Holy Temple with the altar of atonement was in later times to be built of which it is
said, (Exodus 20:24) “An altar of earth thou shalt make for Me” saying, “Would that this sacred

earth may be an expiation for him so that he may be able to endure” (Genesis Rabbah 14:8).

Sustenance
25. Rashi, Kohelles 2:5
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Every kind of fruit tree. For Shlomo with his wisdom recognized the veins of the earth, which
vein goes to Cush, and there he planted peppers [which normally does not grow in Eretz
Yisroel]; which one goes to a land of carobs, and there he planted carob trees. For all the veins of
the lands come to Tzion, from where the world was founded, as it is stated, “Out of Tzion, the
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perfect beauty.” Tehillim 50:2. Therefore, it is stated, “every kind of fruit tree.” [This is found]
in Midrash Tanchuma

Convergence of the Spiritual
26. Talmud Bavli, Taanis 5a
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And Rav Nahman said to Rabbi Yitzhak: What is the meaning of that which is written: “It is
sacred in your midst, and | will not enter the city” (Hosea 11:9)? This verse is puzzling:
Because it is sacred in your midst, will God not enter the city? Rabbi Yitzhak said to Rav
Nahman that Rabbi Yohanan said the verse should be understood as follows: The Holy One,
Blessed be He, said: | shall not enter Jerusalem above, in heaven, until | enter Jerusalem on
earth down below at the time of the redemption, when it will be sacred in your midst.

Talmud Bavli, Brachos 7a
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Along the same lines, Rabbi Yohanan said in the name of Rabbi Yosei: From where is it
derived that the Holy One, Blessed be He, prays? As it is stated: “I will bring them to My
holy mountain, and make them joyful in the house of My prayer” (Isaiah 56:7). The verse
does not say the house of their prayer, but rather, “the house of My prayer”; from here
we see that the Holy One, Blessed be He, prays.
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The Gemara asks: What does God pray?
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Rav Zutra bar Tovia said that Rav said:

God says: May it be My will that My mercy will overcome My anger towards Israel for
their transgressions, and may My mercy prevail over My other attributes through which
Israel is punished,

and may I conduct myself toward My children, Israel, with the attribute of mercy,

and may I enter before them beyond the letter of the law.
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