The Story of Yehuda and Tamar — Problem and Solution

The Curious Interruption
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And Yaakov dwelt in the land of his forefather’s wanderings in the land of Canaan. These are the generations

of Yaakov, Yosef was seventeen...
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And Yaakov lived in Egypt for seventeen years...
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These are the generations of Yaakov — their dwellings and wanderings until they arrived at their (final) dwelling. The

primary reason: Yosef... caused them to come down to Egypt
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And Yehuda went down from his brothers
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And Yaakov refused to be comforted, saying, I will go down to She’ol mourning for my son...
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And they sent the striped coat... “recognize the coat of your son!”. Said Rebbi Yohanan, ‘Hashem to Yehuda, “you

said to your father ‘recognise this’, but your life you shall also hear ‘recognise this’
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And it was at this time Yehuda descended from his brothers... they brought him down saying, ‘when you said to us,
what benefit do we gain from killing our brother, we listened to you! Had you said to us ‘return him to his father, we
would have listened to you’. Thus the section, ‘And it was at this time...” is placed here, to place ‘recognise this’ next

to ‘recognise this.
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Yehuda’s Teshuva
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