Do We Keep Shemita In The Wrong Year? The Missing 2 Years vonatan shai freedman

wrote: And the residence of the children of Israel, who resided in
Egypt and in other lands, was four hundred years.
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The Sages said: When the Temple was destroyed for the first
time, that day was the Ninth of Av; and it was the conclusion of
Shabbat; and it was the year after a Sabbatical Year...
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The Gemara asks: Can you find such a possibility, that the Second
Temple was destroyed in the year after a Sabbatical Year? Now,
for how many years did the Second Temple stand? It stood for
four hundred and twenty years. Four hundred years include
exactly eight Jubilees, as the Jubilee cycle is fifty years. An
additional fourteen years consist of two Sabbatical cycles. There are
six years remaining during which the Temple stood, which means
that the last year was the sixth year of the Sabbatical cycle, and
therefore when the Temple was destroyed the following year it was a
Sabbatical Year, not the year after the Sabbatical Year. The Gemara
answers: In accordance with whose opinion is this baraita stated? It
is in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Yehuda, who says that
the fiftieth year is counted for here and for there, i.e., it is both the
Jubilee Year and the first year of the next Sabbatical cycle and
Jubilee cycle, and therefore each Jubilee cycle is only forty-nine
years rather than fifty years. Consequently, when calculating the year
of the Sabbatical and Jubilee cycles until the destruction of the
Second Temple, bring an additional eight years from the eight
complete Jubilee cycles during which the Temple stood. The eight
years and those six years that remained according to the previous
calculation equal fourteen years, which are two complete Sabbatical
cycles. Therefore, it is found that the Second Temple was destroyed
in the year following the Sabbatical Year.
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As it is taught in a baraita: There was an incident involving King
Ptolemy of Egypt, who assembled seventy-two Elders from the
Sages of Israel, and put them into seventy-two separate rooms, and
did not reveal to them for what purpose he assembled them, so
that they would not coordinate their responses. He entered and
approached each and every one, and said to each of them: Write
for me a translation of the Torah of Moses your teacher. The Holy
One, Blessed be He, placed wisdom in the heart of each and every
one, and they all agreed to one common understanding. Not only
did they all translate the text correctly, they all introduced the same
changes into the translated text. And they wrote for him... Instead
of: “And the residence of the children of Israel, who resided in Egypt,
was four hundred and thirty years” (Exodus 12:40), which when read
literally is imprecise, for they did not dwell in Egypt that long, they
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One day in a year is considered a year.
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