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The Gemara asks: And now that we know the determination 

of the first day of the new month, what is the reason that we 

observe two Festival days in the Diaspora? Because they sent 

a warning from there, from Eretz Yisrael: Although now there 

is a fixed calendar and there is no uncertainty, be careful to 

observe the custom of your fathers that you received, 

because at times the monarchy will issue decrees of 

persecution restricting Torah study and the fixed calendar may 

be forgotten. And the people will come to have their proper 

observance of the Festivals be disrupted again. However, the 

fundamental halakha is that the observance of two Festival 

days is based on uncertainty. 
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In a place where the people were accustomed to perform 

labor on Passover eve until midday, one may do so on that 

day. In a place where the people were accustomed not to 

perform labor, one may not do so. The performance of labor 

on the eve of Passover is not prohibited by Torah law, but is 

dependent on local custom. If one travels from a place where 

people perform labor on Passover eve to a place where 

people do not perform labor, or from a place where people 

do not perform labor on Passover eve to a place where 

people perform labor, the Sages impose upon him the 

stringencies of both the place from which he left and the 

stringencies of the place to which he went. In both cases, he 

may not perform labor. The Sages stated a principle: And a 

person may not deviate from the local custom, due to 

potential dispute. 
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