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Precedence

Although the common Ashkenazi practice is not to name after the living, there is actually much
precedence for it in our canon. Various narratives from Tanach and Ma’amarei Chazal indicate that
naming after a living person was a sign of honor and appreciation.!

Even among Rishonim, we find, most notably, the Rashbash illustrates his family lineage up to the
Ramban and Rabbeinu Yonah. The Ramban’s cousin was Rabbeinu Yonah, and their children married.
While Rabbeinu Yonah's daughter was pregnant he passed away, and when the baby was born, the
Ramban instructed his son, the father of the baby, to not name the baby Moshe after himself but
rather Yonah to carry the baton. wnwit X231 wnwit . The Rashbash is a descendant of that Yonah
who himself was a great Talmid Chacham.2 Clearly, the Sepharadic Minhag centuries ago was to name
the first-born boy after the living paternal father.

Concerns

Meanwhile, the Ashkenazi custom has roots in the Sefer Chassidim (Siman 460), who records two
interesting points:

1. Even though the Goyim call their children by their father's names, the Jews are careful not to.
2. In some places, they do not name their children after the living and instead name after the
already deceased.3

This issue raised by the Sefer Chassidim can be interpreted in similar vein as Rabbeinu Yehuda
HeChassid’s Tzava’ah, in which he directs one not to marry a spouse who has the same name as one’s
parent. In both cases, two potential interpretations are offered: danger and honor.

In terms of danger, the issue may have developed for concern that naming a baby after a living person
would tear away the soul of the latter. True, the Sefer Chassidim (549) also says that one who isn’t
bothered by such concerns does not need to avoid them, but R’ Yehuda Assad argues that, by default,
everyone is considered to be concerned (makpid).*

On the other hand, the Chelkat Yaakov argues that custom is the driving force here and not danger.
Calling one’s spouse the same name as one’s parent in the parent’s presence would be a violation of
his respect, as would calling one’s child by the same name, At the same time, the concern is too
subjective to be proscriptive, especially since many refer to their spouses and children by nicknames
or terms of endearment and not their full names. Additionally, many proofs are brought from Shas

1 See the below sources for the various examples, including Bnei Yehuda, Bnei Aharon, Kalev Ben Hur (Divrei
HaYamim I 2:50), children named after Aharon HaKohen (Kallah Rabbati 3:1), Hillel and the convert, Rabban
Gamliel II, two anecdotes of grateful mothers naming their babies after a benefactor are recorded in the
Gemara (Shabbat 134a).

Z Rashbesh / Rashbash Siman 291

3 These two points seem to stand independently, but their interpretation is debatable. The Chida (Berit Olam
ad loc) adds that the unanimous Minhag is not to name one's child after himself, which indicates that he
understood “father” point #1 to be about naming after the father’s father, but the Chelkat Yaakov (Yoreh Deah
136:2) considers alternatively reading it to be about the child’s father.

4Yehuda Ya'aleh (vol. 2 Even HaEzer, Choshen Mishpat 106; Yoreh Deah 246)



and Tanach to disprove the issue raised in the Tzava’ah that people would marry spouses who had
the same name as their parents. Therefore, one whose tradition does not fall in line with the Tzava’ah
of R’ Yehuda HeChassid does not need to observe this point from the Sefer HaChassidim either. He
does add that one could negate the numerous proofs from Tanach and Chazal by arguing that those
generations were on a higher spiritual plane and immune to this danger. The same would be true in
our case of naming children. This answer is, however, unsatisfying.

Also, we see that parents are often Mochel on this issue, and on top of all that, one can just add to or
modify a name his spouse or child’s name and avoid the issue. Therefore, it seems that the Sefer
HaChassidim’s discouragement of naming after the living does not bear much weight against the
opposing custom.>

Benefits

The previous Munkatcher Rebbe finds that not only is it not a means of tearing the soul away from
the one who previously bore the name, but naming after another person, especially a Tzaddik, has a
number of benefits, as well. For one, it invokes the memory of and is a merit for the Tzaddik, and the
name itself will have an effect on the person. Moreover, the knowledge that one is named after such
a lofty individual might serve as an impetus to be more meticulous in Avodat Hashem. Finally, he
relates how his expecting great-grandmother was instructed by her uncle, the R' Elimelech of
Lizhensk (the Noam Elimelech) to name her son “Elimelech,” after himself. A few years later, when
she returned with her baby boy, Reb Elimelech was upset to discover she had named him “Tzvi
Elimelech” and not just “Elimelech.” The additional name is already enough for the whole thing to be
considered different. All in all, it's not a matter of reincarnation - just a merit for the baby to be as
great as its namesake.6 A similar story is related by Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm about Rabbi Jacob
Joseph (R]]) instructing a father to name his son Yaakov Yosef while the former was still alive.”

To bolster this point, note how Rav Moshe advises that if there is no reason to pick a particular name,
one should certainly choose the name of one of the Neviim or a recognized Tzaddik and genius of our
times, even if he's still alive.8

HaRav Hershel Schachter® related that it's Muttar to name one’s child after a living person. Indeed,
there is no Issur to do so, but rather no Minhag to do so. However, one should refrain if the person
who already bears the name would be uncomfortable. He quoted the story about the Noam Elimelech
and Bnei Yisaschar as proof. He also told me a story!® about being at Rav Ovadia’s grandson’s brit,
where Rav Ovadia was sandak and lead the ceremony. When it came time to name the baby, the father
tried to tell Rav Ovadia the name, but he pushed the father away and named the baby “Ovadia!” after
himself.

5 Sdei Chemed (Chattan veKallah 5), Chelkat Yaakov Yoreh Deah Siman 136, Aseh Lecha Rav 2:57 and 6:69
6 Minchat Elazar vol. 4 Siman 27

7 Beis Yitzchok 5747 page 5

8 [ggerot Moshe Orach Chaim 4:66

9 Chanukah Mesibah 5777

10 Nissan 5778



Ultimately, it’s left up to the family’s Minhag, the Lubavitcher Rebbe says.!!

Sepharadim

LeMa’aseh, Sepharadim in general have the custom to name children after living relatives, starting
with the father’s parents and then the mother’s, unless there are additional factors such as a loss of
the mother’s parent, in which case the paternal grandfather’s Mechilah would be needed.1? If one is
naming after both parents (such as to appease everybody), the name of the paternal father should
come first.13 Even by Sepharadim this Minhag is not ubiquitous. In Morocco, specifically, they would
not name after the living, while in Algeria and Tunis, they would.!* I'm told that even in Iran there
were some families that would not name after the living, either, nor did they do it in Iraq. At the same
time, Rav Ovadia named his first son Yaakov after his living father (he was Iraqi), because his father
expressed explicit Mechilah.15

In the case of a mixed marriage, where the mother of the baby’s family does have this custom, but the
father does not, the baby may be named for its mother’s living family members.1¢ If the child is the
product of a broken marriage, Rav Zilberstein recommends not naming the baby for members of
either family to avoid aggravation from the opposite side.1”

All in all, we pray that our names should only be a happy topic that elevates us and serves as a
connection to the souls of great members of the Jewish people, not a source of strife and cause of
Machaloket.
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13 Ben Ish Chai (Shanah II Shofetim 27), Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot vol. 2 10:3)

14 Netivot HaMaarav pg 139, Nahagu Ha’Am Shonot 7, Ateret Avot vol. 3 pg. 80
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Notes

e Gemara
o Avot deRN 15:3 - the ger who wanted to be kohen gadol had two boys and named them Hillel
and Gamliel, people called them gerim shel hillel. Doesn't say if Hillel was alive anymore or
not.



Kallah rabbati 3:1-aharon rodef shalom between himself and others, between feriends, and
couples, when he died much more mourning than moshe, 80,000 bachurim named aharon
accompanied his bier [...??7?]

Clearly all in his lifetime

Nazir 4:6

Shabbat 134a - R' Natan named after two babies after recommending the mothers wait before
doing the milah [mashma also name at brit]

BM 84b sixty women named their sons after R' Elazar

Shut Yehudah Yaaleh YD 247

o

Rashi Divrei HaYamim | 2:50 - Chur named his sone kalev after his father while his father was
still alive
| had more raayot in the other teshuvah, but al kol panim, minhagim is not to for one who is
makpid and nowadyas all are makpid, peshitah and don't change.
Doesn't impinge on kibbud av - not calling someone else by father's name - because that only
applies in front of him, so just call your son a nickname in front of father.

e [reverese of the Ezra Dweck story with Rav Ovadia]

Shut Yehudah Yaaleh 2 EH/CM 106 (first teshuvah)

@)

@)

@)

Half name

DHY above

Also all the avot are called yisrael and it's fine. Not a raayah gemurah, but it sufficed with
reiyah rishonah hanal. However ???

But evne though it's mutttar, we're choshesh., sakana > issur

Adding a letter that makes an audible change would be a solution, raayah from Yov become
Yashuv, add "man" to the yiddish version of the grandfather's name, so if the grandfather is
yitzchak dov, say that the grandson's nickname is berman, say it in the keriat shem, and
everyoen will feel good

Sefer Chassidim 549 - nichush, if you're makpid it'll bother you.
Shaarei halcha uminhag

@)
@)
@)
@)

Different minhagim

Sepharadim are not nly ok with it, they wantit, kibbud av
Ashkenazim davka don’t want

All depends on your minhag and who you are, etc

Chelkat Yaakov Yd 136

@)

Mother doesn't want t name after mother in law because her mother has same name and is
alive.
Dmei veladot lebaal, milah on the hbusbamd, so keriat shem also, lichaora can't stop him from
being mechabed his mother > mother in law
But then it'll always be his choice... then how did the Imahot decide?. Daat zekenim.
Lichaora olah imo and if th eminhg hamakom is to be makpid she can be as well
But is this really a kepedah?
e Close read of the Sefer chassidim
* Two statements - goyim calling their children by their father's name no issue, Jews

are makpid
e Dehaynu, namin baby after his father, Joseph I, Il, and Ill, like they do
nowadays

e Butit’s not mashma that way from the chida and kepeidah
= Some don't call after living people



e Even if naming after others, don't do after the living
e Don't asks Kashya from the Gemara, same asnwer as the stirot to Tzavat R’
Yehuda heChassid - amoraim had a lot more zechuyot and were certain
nothing would happen to them. See SDC Chattan veKallah 5 bearichut
e Soforagrandson, if the naem is just similar to the grandfather but is really for someone
who's already passed away, it's fine.

* Raayah fromthat same SDC in the middle says that all these kepedot of similar
names don't apply if you name after the living. We're clearly not makpid (The
suggestion that it's a zilzul bichvod av because you'll call your husbadn by his
name in the same house doesn't apply to us - all us sepharadim call our spouses
by nicknames/endearing terms. Man delo makpid lo kapdianan leh).

* Aseh lecha Rav 2:57 ankes trhe same points lekullah — those who are meikel on
grandchildren will bemeikel on ryhc

e Maybe parallel to machaloket calling people by father's name that is common shelo
befanav, which would make it another example of ashkenazim like Rambam and
Sepharadim are like Ashkenazim

e Soit's talui on kibbud av not sakana

e Hard to say follow the minhag in New York where the lines of kehillot are so blurred

e And unfortunately people only use their hebrew names for misheberachs nowadays
and isntead use secular goyish names

e Certainly can just add an extra name, just like it works by in laws even by letting you
add it now, kol sheken it should work by naming after the living

e Afterwards | saw the Mahari Assad, bu the Sdei Chemed's says it depends on minhagim
like | explained, vehabocher yivacher

Mimaamakim 5:13

Called baby after husband thinking he's dead and then he came back, father wants to change it now
Mekorot in Gemara and Ramban
But nowadays we only do for metim
© Midrash Rabbah Toledot - R' Yose - Rishonim knew their yichud by events, so named their kids
after events. Nowadays we don't know our yichud, name after parents
o | think that means with the throwign around of galut, better to follow yichdu with ancestry,
which is also foundin shas that they named after their ancestors, no proof to this about life or
death from there though, just grandparents isntead of parents
If not yichus, then kavod - abayeh = nachmeni
MK 25b named baby after father at levaya, but that's not a full raayah
Doeg is but really isn't a raayah., because they gavbe the baby a siilar name not actually named afer
Rambam says it's ok to call other people common names even if one's father has the same name,
but not an uncommon one. Radbaz conjectures it's because it's a zilzul for the baby to be called
Tzavaah -
o migth be to not call spouse by parent's name, similar to radbaz
o True might nto be for everyone, but we should be choshesh
| pasken, listen to the ffather and give the kid a differnet name. kibbud av vaem is a big deal. Change
it legally too like the father wants
Nefesh HaRav pg 244 - Reb Chaim offered to be sandak if they named the rav after his father, that's
why the father's side went first, the rav would tell the story and see if the guys figured out the issue
Mishneh Halachot 9:248
o After seeing what Rav Oshri wrote in Mimaamakim
© Raayah from bonyan ben benyos Eruvin 85b (seems like he misread the story)



o Yerushalmi Nazir 4/Tosefta Niddah 5 story with R' Chanina ben Chanina
You're right. Yehuda yaaleh already said it
See from his case that he added man to ber that we ry to kewep the original name, same as
avraham and sarah, so that, too
Shalmei Simcha
e Pg 452 —not full kibbud av if you add a name
e Pg 458 —if the mother is Sepharadi and father Ashkenazi, it’s ok to do aftrer th emother’s
side, but the father cannot.
Chashukei Chemed - sepharadi grandparents divorced, shev ve'al name after the grandfather,
because either way you name will cause problems, not chayav to start off with mother, so do a
totally different name. don't igive any abnormal names that will embarrass him later in life.
O

Rabbi Lamm Beis Yitzchok 5747

Maternal grandfather wanted to be named after grandson even bachayim
Sefer Chassidim - two peshagtim

1. Don't think that it's chukot akum to name after livign parents,

2.
Regardless, clearly just a matter of minhag, follow whatever yours is
But it's a minhag mitaam neder, how often does it happen after all, rather mitaam al titosh torat
imecha
Who says we have to keep this minhag if it's from the times of the Rishonim in the Yudenrenand
we've been scattered? So what we're called Ashkenazim,[3nin |12v1]
It's a weak minhag, Must be from chassidei ashkenaz and on, not a minhag chashuv (in the sugya,
that it can't be mattired ;e'et hatzorech)
Some say it's an issur - lack of mora av to call his name, but Yehuda Yaaleh rejects that as too
subjective
R' Moshe Green, sat on YU Board of trustees- my father was named after RJJ because his father
went to RJJ to ask which gadol to name after and RJJ was sick and on death bed and couldn't talk
and was meramez to name after himself. Told this to the latter's dayan who confirmed with RJJ That
that's what he meant
So can be meikel because it’s not so a strong or accepted minhag in the first place, can be meikel
bemakom tzorech - to be mefayes people - so if the grandfather and father don't mind, retzono shel
adam zehu kevodo
Beinyan kavod of grandparents

Aseh lecha Rav 6:69 - ZT 116:83 - GRA - name child after deceased sibling just add a name
Yabia Omer 5:YD:21
Yalkut Yosef SS 2 10
2. Grandparents evne if still alive, father then mother, unless mechilah and other considerations like

3.

TC or one side already passed away
If doing both, do father's father first

4. Ashkenazi husband and sepharadi wife, can name after materanl grandparents bachayim
Halichot Olam 8 pg 154
Netivot HaMaarav pg 139
Nahagu HaA'm - some are makpid in Morocco
Ateret Avot vol. 3 pg 80

Tunis and Algeria did it, not in Moroccoa

Also in Iran apparently they were makpid in some families



JIMA - what about naming after % names.[
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