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Questions to think about:
e What does it mean to ask for a pesak? Is this different than asking for advice?
e Why is pesak binding? When is it binding?
e s it binding because it is presumed to be correct, or does the process itself have
significance?

% Questions from R. Rosenfeld:

1. Is it desirable to teach the Oral law to girls? 2. Is it permitted to teach the Oral law to girls? 3. Is
there a halakhic difference between Talmud, Mishna, Aggada, and Halakha Psuka? 4. Is there a
halakhic difference between surface study and in depth study?

¢ Dear Rabbi Rosenfeld,

I acknowledge receipt of your letter. In my answer to your previous inquiry concerning the
permissibility of instruction of girls in Talmud I stressed that unless I am assured in advance by the
school administration that my recommendations will be followed I would not take the trouble to
investigate the matter. Since such an official assurance has been withheld (your letter did not contain
any such commitment) I must decline to consider the controversial problem. The reason for my
reluctance to engage in this controversial issue is the unique stand taken by many of our Jews on
matters of Law and tradition. We have reached a stage at which party lines and political ideologies
influence our halakhic thinking to the extent that people cannot rise above partisan issue to the level
of Halakhah-objectivity. Some are in a perennial quest for "liberalization" of the Law and its
subordination to the majority opinion of a political legislative body, while others would like to see
the Halakhah fossilized and completely shut out of life. I am not inclined to give any of these
factions an opportunity for nonsensical debates.

Sincerely yours, Joseph Soloveitchik

% Rabbi Rosenfeld:

I 'am terribly sorry if my letter outlining the question was not as clear as I thought it was. The matter
was thoroughly discussed in the committee as well as the entire Board. It was moved, adopted and
so recorded in the minutes that we shall be bound by your decision on the matter. There is thus a
binding commitment on our part that this is halakha I'maaseh and not just derush ve-kabel s'khar.

I, therefore, hope that since this condition has now been fulfilled that you will favor us with your
responsum.

¢ Dear Rabbi Rosenfeld:

Please accept my apologies for not answering your letters sooner. The delay was due to my
overcrowded schedule. As to your question with regard to a curriculum in a coeducational school, I
expressed my opinion to you long ago that it would be a very regrettable oversight on our part if we
were to arrange separate Hebrew courses for girls. Not only is the teaching of Torah she-be-al peh
to girls permissible but it is nowadays an absolute imperative. This policy of discrimination between
the sexes as to subject matter and method of instruction which is still advocated by certain groups
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within our Orthodox community has contributed greatly to the deterioration and downfall of
traditional Judaism. Boys and girls alike should be introduced to the inner halls of Torah she-be-al
peh. I hope to prepare in the near future a halakhic brief on the same problem which will
exhaust the various aspects of the same. In the meantime I heartily endorse a uniform
program for the entire student body.
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Responsa Iggerot Mosheh Yoreh Deah 3:87 (In Index: Women: Torah Study: Mishnayot?)
The study of Mishnayot for girls. ..

With regards to those gitls schools, Beis Yaakov and the like, where the administration and teachers want to
study Mishnayot with them:

The Rambam (Talmud Torah 1:13) rules like Rabbi Eliezer in Sotah (20a) that you cannot teach daughters
Torah, though he distinguishes and claims that it is only as if he taught #fut [if he teaches] the Oral Torah,
but with regards to the Written Torah it is not as if he taught #flut. However, ab initio he should not even
teach this. At any rate, Mishnayot, which is Oral Torah, the Hakbamin commanded us not to teach them and
it is as if you taught them #flut. Therefore, you must prevent them from [doing] this. Only Pirkei Avot,
because it is about ethics and good actions, can be taught to them in order to inspire them to love of Torah
and good character traits, but not other tractates. Due to the extreme obviousness, I will be brief and
finish with a blessing that you should spread Torah and fear of God in the world.
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The Background:
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