UNIT 2 - THE WISEST OF ALL MEN
Unic2.1- hbehad aDream
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Shlomo’s Marriage (3:1-2)

Why did he marry her?

1. Malbim 3:1
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Was he allowed to marry her?
2. Talmud Bavli, Yevamos 76a-b
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Rav Yosef raised an objection from the verse that states: “And Solomon married the daughter of
Pharaoh, king of Egypt” (I Kings 3: 1), which indicates that there can, in fact, be valid marriage even
with gentiles. The Gemara answers: Before Solomon took Pharaoh’s daughter as his wife, he converted
her. The Gemara asks: But isn’t it so that they did not accept converts, neither in the days of David
nor in the days of Solomon? The Gemara answers: But isn’t the reason that they did not accept
converts during those periods only due to concern that the converts were not acting for the sake of
Heaven but in fact desired the power of the table of kings, David and Solomon?
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But this one, Pharaoh’s daughter, did not require such things, as she herself was the daughter of
royalty, and therefore there would have been no reason to doubt the sincerity of her conversion.
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The Gemara asks: But let him derive that Pharaoh’s daughter was forbidden to Solomon for a different
reason, as she was a first-generation Egyptian convert. Even if she converted, she would still have been
an Egyptian convert of the first generation, and as such neither she nor her children would have been
permitted to marry a Jew by birth (Deuteronomy 23: 8-9). ...
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Rav Pappa said: Shall we stand up and raise an objection from Solomon? Solomon did not marry
anyone, as it is written in his regard: “Of the nations concerning which the Lord said to the
children of Israel, You shall not go among them, neither shall they come among you; for surely
they will turn away your heart after their gods; Solomon cleaved to these in love” (I Kings 11: 2).
Solomon cleaved to these women in love, but was not legally married to them. As Solomon had other
forbidden wives, the case of Pharaoh’s daughter presents no special difficulty. In fact, none of these
marriages were valid at all. But the phrase “and Solomon married” (I Kings 3: 1) that appears in
connection with Pharaoh’s daughter is difficult, as it indicates that this marriage was in fact valid.
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The Gemara answers: Due to the extraordinary love that he had for her, the verse relates to him as
if he had married her through a legally valid marriage, even though this was not the case.

Why is this story here now?
3. Rashi 3:1
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Shlomo’s Dream (3:3-15)

Why Givon? What triggered this?
4. 1II Divrei Hayamim 2:5
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see, I intend to build a House for the name of the LORD my God; I will dedicate it to Him for
making incense offering of sweet spices in His honor, for the regular rows of bread, and for the
morning and evening burnt offerings on sabbaths, new moons, and festivals, as is Israel’s eternal
duty.
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5. Mikdash Melech, page 46
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How did he know to ask for the Lev Shomeia?
6. How to Win Friends and Influence People, Chapter 4 [Dale Carnegiel

For example, I met a distinguished botanist at a dinner party
given by a New York book publisher. I had never talked with a
botanist before, and I found him fascinating. I literally sat on the
edge of my chair and listened while he spoke of exotic plants and
experiments in developing new forms of plant life and indoor
gardens (and even told me astonishing facts about the humble
potato). I had a small indoor garden of my own—and he was good

enough to tell me how to solve some of my problems.

As I said, we were at a dinner party. There must have been a
dozen other guests, but I violated all the canons of courtesy,

ignored everyone else, and talked for hours to the botanist.

Midnight came; I said good night to everyone and departed.
The botanist then turned to our host and paid me several
flattering compliments. | was “most stimulating.” I was this and |
was that, and he ended by saying I was a “most interesting

conversationalist.”

An interesting conversationalist? Why, I had said hardly
anything at all. I couldn’t have said anything if 1 had wanted to
without changing the subject, for I didnt know any more about
botany than I knew about the anatomy of a penguin. But I had

done this: I had listened intently. I had listened because 1 was

7. Ben Ish Chai, Halachos II, Korach, Introduction 5
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What was Shlomo’s attitude to Chochma?
8. Kohelles 2:8-11
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I further amassed silver and gold and treasures of kings and provinces; and I got myself male and
female singers, as well as the luxuries of commoners—coffers and coffers of them.
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Thus, I gained more wealth than anyone before me in Jerusalem. In addition, my wisdom
remained with me:
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I withheld from my eyes nothing they asked for, and denied myself no enjoyment; rather, I got
enjoyment out of all my wealth. And that was all I got out of my wealth.
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Then my thoughts turned to all the fortune my hands had built up, to the wealth I had acquired and
won—and oh, it was all futile and pursuit of wind; there was no real value under the sun

9. Kohelles 1:18
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For as wisdom grows, vexation grows; To increase learning is to increase heartache.

10. Midrash Mishlei, 1
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Why did he make a feast?

11. Ralbag 3:15
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12. Chomas Anach 3:15
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Unic 2.2 - Splic the Child

Mishpat Shlomo (3:16-23)

The Verdict (3:24-28)

Technical Questions

Why then specifically?
13. Malbim 3:16
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Why prostitutes?

14. Midrash Rabba Shir Hashirim 1:1:10
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How did the baby die?
15. Radak 3:19
I'N 2 NTN 7900 1711 X7 21N INTRW XX D N X7 17'R D NN 'y Nn20WW 190 D RN LMY NQOW WK
:NJDW IWN NINK 12'97 KIN M7 YT NIEITINA D'WI IRY INIX NNpan

How did Shilomo know the truth?
16. Malbim 3:22
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Bigger Questions

How is this an expression of his wisdom?
17. Midrash Rabba, Shir Hashirim 1:1:10
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Being Able to Listen
18. Radak 3:23
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Divine Ratification
19. Talmud Bavli, Makkos 23b
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The Gemara cites a somewhat similar statement. Rabbi Elazar says: In three places the
Divine Spirit appeared before all to affirm that the action taken was appropriate: In the court
of Shem, in the court of Samuel the Ramathite, and in the court of Solomon. ...
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This occurred in the court of Solomon, when the Divine Spirit appeared in the dispute
between two prostitutes over who was the mother of the surviving child, as it is written: “And
the king answered and said: Give her the living child, and do not slay him; she is his
mother” (I Kings 3:27). How did Solomon know that she was the mother? Perhaps she was
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devious and was not the mother of the surviving child at all. Rather, a Divine Voice emerged
and said: She is his mother.

The Parallel Case
20. Talmud Bavli, Menachos 37a

DNTX XNNW 17V 7217 IR "2 DI IR "R "7'9N NN [N TR D'WURY QY 17 W'Y M 2N in'79 nnnm Xyl
2N N7 XIN K20 KINN RN [N27 2AN'MY7 [2'V2 NNd 'WN NN DY DIRT RPR' Y 791K 7R X022 RIND RNX
n'w70 " 17 |IN"Y

§ The Sage Peleimu raised a dilemma before Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi: In the case of one who
has two heads, on which of them does he don phylacteries? Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi said to
him: Either get up and exile yourself from here or accept upon yourself excommunication
for asking such a ridiculous question. In the meantime, a certain man arrived and said to
Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi: A firstborn child has been born to me who has two heads. How
much money must | give to the priest for the redemption of the firstborn? A certain elder
came and taught him: You are obligated to give him ten sela, the requisite five for each
head.

21. Tosfos, ad loc.
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22. Midrashim on King Solomon, The Man with Two Heads
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The Struggle for Identity
23. Mikdash Melech, page 53
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