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WINDOWS IN QUR SHULS
WINDOWS IN OUR LIVES

Timely Torah, May 17" 2020
Reconnecting to Our Shuls Series — Part 4

This Shiur is kindly sponsored by
Yitzchok and Barbara Lehmann Siegel in honor of the yahrzeit (23 Iyar) of Barbara’s
father Dr Manfred Lehmann - Rav Menasha Raphael ben haChaver Chaim v’Fayga
Lehmannn"y

And by

David and Irene Feuer in honor of the yahrzeit (27 Iyar) of David’s mother Rochelle
Feuer, Rochel bat Altar Chaim Binyamin, 7"y

and by

Moish and Liorah Berger in honor of the yahrtzeit (23 Iyar) of Moish’s mother Sarah
bas Alexander Yitzchak 7"y

Windows in the Beis Hamikdash
1. 1 Melachim 6:4

319N ,1’aY wydy) 4 4 And for the house he made windows broad
’ 6,;3“5& o 5,"7\,) within, and narrow without.

How do we understand the windows?

2. Talmud Bavli, Menachos 86b
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With regard the Temple built by King Solomon, the verse states: “And he made for the
House, windows narrow and broad” (I Kings 6:4). The Sages taught in a baraita: Typically,
windows are constructed to widen toward the inside in order that the light from the outside
would be dispersed throughout the room. For the Temple, God said: Make the windows
narrow within and broad without, as | do not require its illumination. On the contrary, the
light of the Temple is to be radiated outward.

3. Ralbag, ad loc.

NIINT )X 11'RY NNINY 01921 0M¥IYINAN 0N 'Y 77 1WY'9 .0mIuN D'9Ipw 11N N1 vyl
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4. Abarbanel, ad loc.
AP (M1 NPWRN) M ,I0PWM N0 PWOR 2w 9,007 MY 0w 712 W97 1191 1N
(" 1" aw) IR DVIR (3" R ODWN) M3 ,TR0N0 WL DMK L IDPWI onn 132 (1D 1 20ow) , T AR
TV 202917 DWW 72,0707 DO2IWR 12D 7R 1PN 2UIWY 1R MIPAT 1AW 10191 ,1°N00 20N
10 OR 7AW 971 ,0°R01 D°RY 707 IR 2°R1 27 077 MINDRA 7AW 207 22920 ,0%PT PPT03 T 102w
NWRI2) 77 ¥ DMK 2°OPW ORI 197 ,0m°Iwn 0°207I 0 1982 D0 PO mMnonn phn ona M2
,727 0772 NIRTY YIN2N QTR 991 R MDD anIRD 1027 IR X20W 007 1 700 Awy 33m .awim a7
SN2 WIDD TW IWORY LININ DORNT IR NIAWR MNP (1M ' DRPIY) DRI MKW 71 WND° 770 A7 9N
IRM 72777 7212 DWW NI ,0PY2 OR 2 W N Y 293917 1777 R 2O MRN 1IY L, 000K 2900
21027 MR WK N¥P DUUKRI NP 2OIND aN1AR 2ONI0K 2P0 aRIP T2, 7077 712 2IWRT 72 DOWWY
TOPWIT PPIVA OK D ,0°MIND DR DODPWW RIT,WITOAN WX TIT IR TINTIR ,N°22 WYY MR K1 0027 Wy
D712 QTR IR X1 KT 072 0I2°W 972 1022 2OW? NPT DONO0 MIWYY MX AR 1T TR XM
DX 2 2OMIND P RY 3 MK 19,0032 2070021 20801 71,090 2w 221170 N°2Y WY 1R AT 02T
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Windows in Exile
5. Daniel 6:11

oY ,NIND OYIT YD T ONNT) X 11 And when Daniel knew that the writing was signed,
) ,70°9y2 P2 1DON9 P12 ,AN’2Y  he went into his house--now his windows were open in
772 NIN NNV NNYH PINY ;021 his upper chamber toward Jerusalem--and he kneeled
NN TR NTINY N2¥NY PN1072-Dy  upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave
NNTR-M T2y NIN->T Y2AR-Y2  thanks before his God, as he did aforetime. {S}
{o} .m7

Windows in the Shul
6. TB Brachos 31a

LN A2 TIOND 1I2) SRIY NPT 92 WY n0a2 o7X ©9an? 0Rivh (XK 12 K7 027 MR

Many halakhot are derived from evoking the prayers of biblical characters. Rabbi Hiyya bar
Abba said: One should always pray in a house with windows, as it is stated regarding
Daniel: “And when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went to his house. In his attic
there were open windows facing Jerusalem, and three times a day he knelt upon his knees and
prayed and gave thanks before his God, just as he had done before” (Daniel 6:11).
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7. Mishna Torah, Hilchos Tefillah 5:6
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Place where the worshiper prays. He should stand in a low place and turn his face to the wall.
Windows or doors towards Jerusalem should be opened, and he should stand facing them when
he prays, as it is said, "Now his windows were open in his upper chamber towards Jerusalem"
(Daniel 6:11). There should be one fixed place set apart for prayer. It should not be recited in a
ruin nor at the rear of a synagogue, unless the worshiper turns his face towards the synagogue. It
is forbidden to remain seated at the side of one who is standing in prayer, or pass in front of him
unless he has moved away from the worshiper to a distance of four cubits.

8. Responsa of the Rambam, 139:2

R1°217 227 IR (GRIX 92 X7 ' 9K 0O AT 101 *) (R'D) 11972 917 1R AT 172 11020 1070 TR

3D 7PI0D 179777 73T AR DOWIT A1 NP9V 1707 PN 1191 ARIW MY 12 WOw 1022 XYR TR 97000 DR 29wH
72WN ;71 9192 175w 11317X 117 79507 111902 T 791 MNDN 072 PRI 0772 197500 NINpR AN 1R
D29 ARY RIIMT 927 9727 2IARY QA7 PRvawn PRI MDA 072 IR PR 7128 1950 1700 11010 N2
OROIT WY W 113 1022 995010 7O 07 A 7107 11PND 1191 'RIW MNP 12 WO 1022 ROR 27X 99507 R
TR 2°HWIT7 TAID RIW IN2WANA 0RO 072 IRD MIND 1171 171D 7210 U0 T 7727502 731107 17 TIURw 099
T APRW POD PRI AN MR IR DN IR NIRD TWRY MNORAW 057 MNP KDY 1712 R 71025 1102 XN 027
S13903 AR NT INDA 9D AP WY "0 PRI *) HURT 1171 12 Awn 29 AR AT AT 710 200 1T
R"aR

9. Zohar, Pekudei II:251a
12 RYYRY 172 RAIWKRDY XYY XNNM P20 1PMYE 95 RINRY 179 1P 02370 PoRI nnon YR
22p% XNNYT 5772 RiTT DIR? RPTD 72 ARDEY IR IR non a2 0997 5772 95 KT YY1, a7ap np
792 PR 797737 DD XP°YY RNNY 117977 ,799RT 703 MINYA %2 PR X927 3773 ,XPv9T 5703
T30 PPOR PR 1PRPYT 132 RT P2pY RT IRHDPP X2 RN 3772 *RAY "N 237 PPRPY NILn 90N
X752 71°9p° P90 1721 PR

Reasons
10. Tur, OC 90
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11.Beis Yosef, ad loc.
17199 9911 NP NPT 2WVPNN NRD NPRI PV 2190 RIN DPYVIY IMY TWaAR 1and N1 370 rTndm
MVIANN YV 7190 DYV T RIPA RIVRTI NITNRN A0 NINONN DMNG 1YY ImY N 7R IR
DA 2INIR AT HY PTPTY WV 1N 27V NY2IPM INXT INYAN M INY DIPHRN T INYANA 11’ DRI
99031 YaR DPDIAN 72T KDY TINYNA WIAM RY 1791022 NYNY PIRY MINYNN 79010 PIY9 ;7701 778
:DNI1 TID N2DY MNON 2™ 12 NPNY PIRY ITIPA NHR NWINA aANd N

12. Kaf Hachaim, Shulchan Aruch OC 90:sk 20
aNOW N2 27 V"1 4T NHVYA 'S PTMITA 1Y TIVI NINHYN 12 VY 37722 HHANNY PIX RMID 1DART NN
0 PIXN MINONA 1N NWN 7791 RYPHT K117 1IN 17191 22097 MNYN 12 N7Y RNW2I % RINM 9N
D2INN

Number of Windows
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13. Shulchan Aruch OC 90:4
: MINYN 27 1722 PP 210 1730 HYaNNY M7 DYWIT TID 1MIYN IR DINNS MnaY PIN

It is necessary to open openings or windows in facing Jerusalem, so as to pray opposite them. And it is
recommended for a synagogue to have twelve windows.

14.Kaf Hachaim, ad loc. Sk 22-23
N:ND:'X 21 0OIR W W Py oo 2
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15. Ateres Zekeinim, ad loc.!
!5 (2°MIND 1Y @TTNT 209 NIRRT A27TR A0 730 0910 nead 3R .mnen 2™ 522 piw 2
WD IR TX 997 '3 MINOR 2" 7321 R0 PR 700 7297 00w TIRAT 2IPT AR CNTRD R 191 (OTIPD

Q7w N2Te

16. Sefer Taamei Haminhagim

WIW I 8 50w 05 ISR 3 WD I 5oaw S Ry byb 3O

A7 522 DI B3 NP NIN2 BD PPND AN Pdm Y% @ wa

TN TYT A 33 nden adyny Aa 5o 1Y Yhaw T330 DYpAaw oan
$(*(%5 D PTY NBY) NS IR AP

17. Sha'ar ha-Kavanot, Inyan Nusach ha-Tefila, page 328

! Author: Menachem Mendel Auerbach
Composed in (¢.1620 - ¢.1680 CE). Commentary on Shulchan Aruch, of which only the part on
Orach Chaim has been published, appearing in most standard editions of Shulchan Aruch.
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There are many differences between the [various] prayer books, between the Sefardi rite, the
Catalonian rite, the Ashkenazi rite, and the like. Concerning this matter, my master [the Ari] of
blessed memory told me that there are twelve windows in heaven corresponding to the twelve
tribes, and that the prayer of each tribe ascends through its own special gate. This is the secret
of the twelve gates mentioned at the end of [the book of] Yechezkel. There is no question that
were the prayers of all the tribes the same, there would be no need for twelve windows and
gates, each gate having a path of its own. Rather, without a doubt it necessarily follows that
because their prayers are different, each and every tribe requires its own gate. For in
accordance with the source and root of the souls of that tribe, so must be its prayer rite. It is
therefore fitting that each and every individual should maintain the customary liturgical rite of
his forefathers. For you do not know who is from this tribe and who from that tribe. And since
his forefathers practiced a certain custom, perhaps he is from that tribe for whom this custom
is appropriate, and if he comes now and changes it, his prayer may not ascend [to heaven],
when it is not offered in accordance with that rite.
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