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 בס"ד

6.16.2011 

Summer Thursday Night Learning #1 

 

Why Jews Don’t Believe in Jesus 
 

I.  What does Judaism have to say about what the Messianic Era will look like? 

 

ישעיהו פרק ב. 1  

    ( ית יקְוָֹק  לָיו כָל הַגוֹיםִב( וְהָיהָ בְאַחֲרִית הַימִָים נכָוֹן יהְִיהֶ הַר בֵּ בְראֹשׁ הֶהָרִים וְנשִָא מִגְבָעוֹת וְנהֲָרו אֵּ : 

    ( נו מִדְרָכָיו וְנֵּלְ  י יעֲַקבֹ וְירֵֹּ ית אֱלֹהֵּ א ג( וְהָלְכו עַםִים רַבִים וְאָמְרו לְכו וְנעֲַלֶה אֶל הַר יקְוָֹק אֶל בֵּ צֵּ כָה בְארְֹחתָֹיו כִי מִצִיוֹן תֵּ

ר יקְוָֹק מִירושָׁלָםִתוֹרָה ודְבַ  : 

    ( רוֹת לֹא יִ  יהֶם לְמַזמְֵּ ין הַגוֹיםִ וְהוֹכִיחַ לְעַםִים רַבִים וְכִתְתו חַרְבוֹתָם לְאִתִים וַחֲניִתוֹתֵּ שָא גוֹי אֶל גוֹי חֶרֶב וְלֹא ד( וְשָׁפַט בֵּ

 ילְִמְדו עוֹד מִלְחָמָה: פ

Isaiah 2:2-4 (JPS Translation) 

And it shall come to pass in the end of days, that the mountain of the LORD'S house shall be 

established as the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall 

flow unto it.   And many peoples shall go and say: 'Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of 

the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways, and we will walk 

in His paths.' For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.  

And He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide for many peoples; and they shall beat 

their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks; nation shall not lift up sword 

against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 

 

 

II. What are the qualifications for one to be considered the Mashiach? 

 

A. Build Temple in Jerusalem 

יחזקאל פרק לז. 2  

  ( יתִי אוֹתָם וְנתַָתִי אֶת  מִקְדָשִׁי בְתוֹכָם לְעוֹלָםכו( וְכָרַתִי לָהֶם בְרִית שָׁלוֹם בְרִית עוֹלָם יהְִיהֶ אוֹתָם ונתְַתִים וְהִרְבֵּ : 

םָה יהְִיו לִי לְעָם)     יהֶם וְהָייִתִי לָהֶם לֵּאלֹהִים וְהֵּ  :כז( וְהָיהָ מִשְׁכָניִ עֲלֵּ

ל בִהְיוֹת מִקְדָשִׁי בְתוֹכָם לְעוֹלָם: ס)     שׁ אֶת ישְִרָאֵּ  כח( וְידְָעו הַגוֹיםִ כִי אֲניִ יקְוָֹק מְקַדֵּ

Ezekiel 37:26-28 

Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them--it shall be an everlasting covenant with 

them; and I will establish them, and multiply them, and will set My sanctuary in the midst of 

them forever.  My dwelling-place also shall be over them; and I will be their God, and they shall 

be My people.  And the nations shall know that I am the LORD that sanctify Israel, when My 

sanctuary shall be in the midst of them forever. 
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B. Gather all Jews back to the Land of Israel 

ישעיהו פרק מג. 3  

ל אַל תִירָא כִי גאְַלְתִיךָ קָרָאתִי בְשִׁמְךָ לִי אָ  תָהא( וְעַתָה כהֹ אָמַר יקְוָֹק ברַֹאֲךָ יעֲַקבֹ וְיצֶֹרְךָ ישְִרָאֵּ  

 ה( אַל תִירָא כִי אִתְךָ אָניִ מִםִזרְָח אָבִיא זרְַעֶךָ ומִםַעֲרָב אֲקַבְצֶךָ )    

ה הָאָרֶץ)     רָחוֹק ובְנוֹתַי מִקְצֵּ ימָן אַל תִכְלָאִי הָבִיאִי בָניַ מֵּ ניִ ולְתֵּ  ו( אמַֹר לַצָפוֹן תֵּ

 

Isaiah 43:1-6 

But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and He that formed thee, O Israel: Fear 

not, for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name, thou art Mine…Fear not, for I am 

with thee; I will bring thy seed from the east, and gather thee from the west;  I will say to the 

north: 'Give up,' and to the south: 'Keep not back, bring My sons from far, and My daughters 

from the end of the earth; 

 

C. Bring World Peace 

ישעיהו פרק ב. 4  

 ( רוֹת לֹא יִ  יהֶם לְמַזמְֵּ ין הַגוֹיםִ וְהוֹכִיחַ לְעַםִים רַבִים וְכִתְתו חַרְבוֹתָם לְאִתִים וַחֲניִתוֹתֵּ גוֹי אֶל גוֹי שָא ד( וְשָׁפַט בֵּ

 חֶרֶב וְלֹא ילְִמְדו עוֹד מִלְחָמָה: פ

Isaiah 2:4 

And He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide for many peoples; and they shall beat 

their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks; nation shall not lift up sword 

against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 

 

D. Bring knowledge of One G-d to the entire world 

זכריה פרק יד. 5  

 :א( הִמֵּה יוֹם בָא לַיקוָֹק וְחֺלַק שְׁלָלֵּךְ בְקִרְבֵּךְ)

    ( יהְִיהֶ יקְוָֹק אֶחָד ושְׁמוֹ אֶחָדט( וְהָיהָ יקְוָֹק לְמֶלֶךְ עַל כָל הָאָרֶץ בַיוֹם הַהוא  : 

 

Zechariah 14:1, 9 

Behold, a day of the LORD cometh, when thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee….And 

the LORD shall be King over all the earth; in that day shall the LORD be One, and His name 

one. 

 

III. Some Sources Often Used to Prove that Jesus was the Mashiach 

 

ישעיהו פרק ז. 6  

ל)   ן וְקָרָאת שְׁמוֹ עִםָנו אֵּ ן אֲדנֹיָ הוא לָכֶם אוֹת הִמֵּה הָעַלְמָה הָרָה וְילֶֹדֶת בֵּ ן יתִֵּ  :יד( לָכֵּ

Isaiah 7:14 

Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign: behold, the young woman (Alma) shall 

conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 

 

http://www.mechon-mamre.org/p/pt/pt1043.htm
http://www.mechon-mamre.org/p/pt/pt2314.htm
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בראשית פרשת חיי שרה פרק כד. 7  

רֶד הָעַינְהָ וַתְמַלֵּא כַדָה וַתָעַל)  :טז( וְהַמעֲַרָ טבַֹת מַרְאֶה מְאדֹ בְתולָה וְאִישׁ לֹא ידְָעָה וַתֵּ

Genesis 24:16 

And the damsel was very fair to look upon, a virgin, neither had any man known her; and she 

went down to the fountain, and filled her pitcher, and came up. 

 

נגישעיהו פרק . 8  

עֲמַל נפְַשׁוֹ ירְִאֶה ישְִבָע בְדַעְתוֹ יצְַדִיק צַדִיק עַבְדִי לָרַבִים וַעֲוֹנתָֹם הוא יסְִבלֹ)    :יא( מֵּ

 

Isaiah 53:11 

Of the travail of his soul he shall see to the full, even My servant, who by his knowledge did 

justify the Righteous One to the many, and their iniquities he did bear. 

 

דברים פרשת כי תצא פרק כד. 9  

 טז( לֹא יומְתו אָבוֹת עַל בָניִם ובָניִם לֹא יומְתו עַל אָבוֹת אִישׁ בְחֶטְאוֹ יומָתו: ס)  

 

Deuteronomy 24:16 

The fathers shall not be put to death for the children, neither shall the children be put to death for 

the fathers; every man shall be put to death for his own sin. 

 

יחזקאל פרק לג. 11  

 ( יהֶם חַי אָניִ נאְֺם אֲדנֹיָ יקְוִֹק אִם אֶחְפץֹ בְמוֹת הָרָשָׁע כִי אִם בְשׁוב רָשָׁע מִדַרְכוֹ וְחָיהָ יכֶם  יא( אֱמרֹ אֲלֵּ שׁובו שׁובו מִדַרְכֵּ

ל: פ ית ישְִרָאֵּ  הָרָעִים וְלָםָה תָמותו בֵּ

יהֶם הוא יחְִיהֶ)     רִשְׁעָתוֹ וְעָשָה מִשְׁפָט וצְדָקָה עֲלֵּ  :יט( ובְשׁוב רָשָׁע מֵּ

Ezekiel 33:11,19 

Say unto them: As I live, saiys the Lord,G-d, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but 

that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye 

die, O house of Israel? …. And when the wicked turns from his wickedness, and does that which 

is lawful and right, he shall live thereby. 

 

 

IV. Jewish Theologians Who Explained Why They Cannot Accept Jesus as Mashiach 

 

11. Maimonides, Laws of Kings, Chapter 11:1-4 (Translation by Eliyahu Touger)     

R’ Moshe ben Maimon, Spain/Egypt, 1135-1204 

 

In the future, the Messianic king will arise and renew the Davidic dynasty, restoring it to 

its initial sovereignty. He will build the Temple and gather the dispersed of Israel.  Then, in his 

days, the observance of all the statutes will return to their previous state. We will offer sacrifices, 

http://www.mechon-mamre.org/p/pt/pt1233.htm


4 

 

observe the Sabbatical and Jubilee years according to all their particulars as described by 

the Torah. 

Anyone who does not believe in him or does not await his coming, denies not only the 

statements of the other prophets, but those of the Torah andMoses, our teacher. The Torah 

testified to his coming, as Deuteronomy 30:3-5 states: “God will bring back your captivity and 

have mercy upon you. He will again gather you from among the nations... Even if your Diaspora 

is at the ends of the heavens, God will gather you up from there... and bring you to the land....” 

These explicit words of the Torah include all the statements made by all the 

prophets….There is no need to cite proofs from the works of the prophets for all their books are 

filled with mention of this matter. 

One should not presume that the Messianic king must work miracles and wonders, bring 

about new phenomena in the world, resurrect the dead, or perform other similar deeds. This is 

definitely not true. 

Proof can be brought from the fact that Rabbi Akiva, one of the greater Sages of 

the Mishnah, was one of the supporters of King Bar Kozibah and would describe him as the 

Messianic king. He and all the Sages of his generation considered him to be the Messianic 

king until he was killed because of sins. Once he was killed, they realized that he was not the 

Mashiach. The Sages did not ask him for any signs or wonders. 

The main thrust of the matter is: This Torah, its statutes and its laws, are everlasting. We may 

not add to them or detract from them. 

If a king will arise from the House of David who diligently contemplates the Torah and 

observes its mitzvot as prescribed by the Written Law and the Oral Law as David, his ancestor, 

will compel all of Israel to walk in (the way of the Torah) and rectify the breaches in its 

observance, and fight the wars of God, we may, with assurance, consider him Mashiach.  If he 

succeeds in the above, builds the Temple in its place, and gathers the dispersed of Israel, he is 

definitely the Mashiach. 

He will then improve the entire world, motivating all the nations to serve God together, 

as Tzephaniah 3:9 states: 'I will transform the peoples to a purer language that they all will call 

upon the name of God and serve Him with one purpose.' If he did not succeed to this degree or 

was killed, he surely is not the redeemer promised by the Torah. Rather, he should be 

considered as all the other proper and complete kings of the Davidic dynasty who died…..  

Jesus of Nazareth who aspired to be the Mashiach and was executed by the court was also 

alluded to in Daniel's prophecies, as ibid. 11:14 states: 'The vulgar among your people shall 

exalt themselves in an attempt to fulfill the vision, but they shall stumble.' 

Can there be a greater stumbling block than Christianity? All the prophets spoke of 

Mashiach as the redeemer of Israel and their savior who would gather their dispersed and 

strengthen their observance of the mitzvot. In contrast, Christianity caused the Jews to be slain 
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by the sword, their remnants to be scattered and humbled, the Torah to be altered, and the 

majority of the world to err and serve a god other than the Lord…. 

 

12. Nachmanides, The Barcelona Disputation (1263), in Kitvei Ramban, ed. Chavel, 311 

Rav Moshe ben Nachman, Spain/Israel, 1194-1270 

 

I cannot believe in [Jesus‟] Messiahship, for…the prophet said that in the time of the Messiah, 

“no longer will they need to teach one another and to say to one another, „Know the Lord,‟ for all 

of them shall know me, etc.” (Jer. 31:34)… And it says, “they shall beat their swords into 

ploughshares…Nation shall not take up sword against nation; they shall never again know war” 

(Isa. 2:4).  And from the days of Jesus till today the entire world is full of pillaging and 

robbery…Indeed, how difficult it would be for you, my lord the king, and for your knights, if 

they would never again know war…. 

 

 

V. Why is the Second Coming not a Jewish Messianic Concept? 

 

VI. Jewish Belief is Not Based on Miracles.  It is Based on Collective Revelation 
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Isaiah Chapter 53 ּעְיָהו  יְשַׁ

The “Suffering Servant” Argument 

הוָה, עַל מִי הֶאֱמִין,  א רוֹעַ יְׁ מֺעָתֵנוּ; וּזְׁ לָתָה.-לִשְׁ  Who would have believed our report? And to' 1 מִי נִגְׁ

whom hath the arm of the LORD been 

revealed? 

כַשֹרֶש מֵאֶרֶץ צִיָה  ב פָנָיו, וְׁ תֹאַר לוֹ, -לֹא--וַיַעַל כַיוֹנֵק לְׁ
לֹא אֵהוּ וְׁ נִרְׁ לֹא הָדָר; וְׁ דֵהוּ.מַ -וְׁ מְׁ נֶחְׁ אֶה, וְׁ  רְׁ

2 For he shot up right forth as a sapling, and as 

a root out of a dry ground; he had no form nor 

comeliness, that we should look upon him, nor 

beauty that we should delight in him. 

אֹבוֹת וִידוּעַ חֹלִי;   ג זֶה וַחֲדַל אִישִים, אִיש מַכְׁ נִבְׁ
נהֺוּ. לֹא חֲשַבְׁ זֶה וְׁ תֵר פָנִים מִםֶמוּ, נִבְׁ מַסְׁ  וּכְׁ

3 He was despised, and forsaken of men, a man 

of pains, and acquainted with disease, and as 

one from whom men hide their face: he was 

despised, and we esteemed him not. 

נוּ   ד בָלָם; וַאֲנַחְׁ אֹבֵינוּ סְׁ אָכֵן חֳלָיֵנוּ הוּא נָשָא, וּמַכְׁ
עֺמֶה. נהֺוּ, נָגוּעַ מֺכֵה אֱלֹהִים וּמְׁ  חֲשַבְׁ

4 Surely our diseases he did bear, and our pains 

he carried; whereas we did esteem him 

stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 

דֺכָא מֵעֲו  ה שָעֵנוּ, מְׁ חֹלָל מִפְׁ הוּא מְׁ ֹנֹתֵינוּ; מוּסַר וְׁ
פָא לוֹמֵנוּ עָלָיו, וּבַחֲבֺרָתוֹ נִרְׁ  לָנוּ.-שְׁ

5 But he was wounded because of our 

transgressions, he was crushed because of our 

iniquities: the chastisement of our welfare was 

upon him, and with his stripes we were healed. 

כוֹ פָנִ   ו דַרְׁ גִיעַ בּוֹ, כֺלָנוּ כַצֹאן תָעִינוּ, אִיש לְׁ ינוּ; וַיהוָה הִפְׁ
 ֹן כֺלָנוּ.אֵת עֲו

6 All we like sheep did go astray, we turned 

every one to his own way; and the LORD hath 

made to light on him the iniquity of us all. 

תַח  ז לֹא יִפְׁ הוּא נַעֲנֶה, וְׁ יוּבָל, פִיו, כַשֶה לַטֶבַח -נִגַש וְׁ
תַח, פִיו. לֹא יִפְׁ זֶיהָ נֶאֱלָמָה; וְׁ נֵי גֹזְׁ רָחֵל לִפְׁ  וּכְׁ

7 He was oppressed, though he humbled 

himself and opened not his mouth; as a lamb 

that is led to the slaughter, and as a sheep that 

before her shearers is dumb; yea, he opened not 

his mouth. 

אֶת  ח פָט לֺקָח, וְׁ שוֹחֵחַ:-מֵעֹצֶר וּמִםִשְׁ זַר   דּוֹרוֹ מִי יְׁ כִי נִגְׁ
 מֵאֶרֶץ חַיִים, מִפֶשַע עַםִי נֶגַע לָמוֹ.

8 By oppression and judgment he was taken 

away, and with his generation who did reason? 

for he was cut off out of the land of the living, 

for the transgression of my people to whom the 

stroke was due. 

אֶת-וַיִתֵן אֶת  ט רוֹ, וְׁ שָעִים קִבְׁ מֹתָיו; עַל לֹא-רְׁ -עָשִיר בְּׁ
פִיו. מָה בְּׁ לֹא מִרְׁ  חָמָס עָשָה, וְׁ

9 And they made his grave with the wicked, 

and with the rich his tomb; although he had 

done no violence, neither was any deceit in his 

mouth.' 

אוֹ, הֶחֱלִי  י שוֹ, -אִם--וַיהוָה חָפֵץ דַּכְׁ תָשִים אָשָם נַפְׁ 10 Yet it pleased the LORD to crush him by 

http://www.mechon-mamre.org/p/pt/pt1053.htm
http://www.mechon-mamre.org/p/pt/pt1053.htm
http://www.mechon-mamre.org/p/pt/pt1053.htm
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לָח. יָדוֹ יִצְׁ הוָה, בְּׁ חֵפֶץ יְׁ אֶה זֶרַע יַאֲרִיךְ יָמִים; וְׁ  disease; to see if his soul would offer itself in יִרְׁ

restitution, that he might see his seed, prolong 

his days, and that the purpose of the LORD 

might prosper by his hand: 

בָּע  יא אֶה יִשְׁ שוֹ, יִרְׁ דִּיק צַ --מֵעֲמַל נַפְׁ תוֹ יַצְׁ דַעְׁ דִּיק בְּׁ
דִּי, לָרַבִּים; וַעֲו בֹּל.עַבְׁ  נֹֹתָם, הוּא יִסְׁ

11 Of the travail of his soul he shall see to the 

full, even My servant, who by his knowledge 

did justify the Righteous One to the many, and 

their iniquities he did bear. 

אֶתלוֹ -לָכֵן אֲחַלֶק  יב חַלֵק שָלָל, -בָרַבִּים, וְׁ עֲצוּמִים יְׁ
אֶת שוֹ, וְׁ הוּא -תַחַת אֲשֶר הֶעֱרָה לַםָוֶת נַפְׁ נָה; וְׁ עִים נִמְׁ פֹשְׁ

א גִיעַ.-חֵטְׁ עִים יַפְׁ לַפֹשְׁ  }פ{  רַבִּים נָשָא, וְׁ

12 Therefore will I divide him a portion among 

the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the 

mighty; because he bared his soul unto death, 

and was numbered with the transgressors; yet 

he bore the sin of many, and made intercession 

for the transgressors.{P} 

 


