7"02

Why Tisha B'av Still Matters

Source Sheet by Rachel Leshaw

Introduction - Tisha B'av in the 21st Century

Why I’'m not fasting on Tisha B’Av by Rabbi Elyse Goldstein X
...And I’m not fasting because, ultimately, the destruction of the Temple lent way for the
democratization of Judaism, wresting power and authority out of the hands of an elite and corrupt
priesthood and placing it in the hands of scholars, and then rabbis, who represent the people.
Eventually in our day, all Jews have the authority to be their own priests, to hold holiness in their own
hands, to read their own Psalms as they ascend the stairs of their synagogue, to lead their own prayers,
and even to make their own halachic decisions. I celebrate that democratization. It doesn’t make me
sad, even though my husband and sons are kohanim and would, in the time of the messiah, be those
powerful priests again. (And I’d get to eat from their terumah as the wife of a priest. As a vegetarian, it
doesn’t appeal to me. As a feminist, [ don’t want to eat their leftovers.) I don’t mourn the loss of a
hierarchical, inherited caste of priests — I would, however, mourn the loss of democracy.

In a way, the very existence of the rabbis and the Talmud undermined the Temple. To rebuild the
Temple would undermine the existence of an interpretive Judaism. The Pharisees won in the end, and
interpretation won too over the fixed, hegemonic ritual of the Sadducees.

And I’m not fasting because I believe we are already living in the third period, in the time of the
sovereign nation of Israel, and though the Temple doesn’t exist anymore, Israel certainly does. [ am a
Zionist. I don’t mourn the loss of our sovereignty, because we finally got it back.

What does this author think was the main outcome of the destruction of the Beit Hamikdash?
How do you think the author viewed the existence of the Beit Hamikdash? What were its main
characteristics? What reasons would you give the author for why we should still fast?
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Zechariah 7:1-4

(1) In the fourth year of King Darius, on the fourth day of the ninth month, Kislev, the word of the
LORD came to Zechariah— (2) when Bethel-sharezer and Regem-melech and his men sent to entreat
the favor of the LORD, (3) [and] to address this inquiry to the priests of the House of the LORD and to
the prophets: “Shall [ weep and practice abstinence in the fifth month, as I have been doing all these
years?” (4) Thereupon the word of the LORD of Hosts came to me:
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As the second Beit Hamikdash was being rebuilt, the navi Zechariah was approached with a
question - should the Jews continue to fast in memory of the previous Beit Hamikdash?

What do you anticipate the answer being? How does their situation compare with our situation in
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Zechariah 8:19

(19) Thus said the LORD of Hosts: The fast of the fourth month, the fast of the fifth month, the fast of
the seventh month, and the fast of the tenth month shall become occasions for joy and gladness, happy
festivals for the House of Judah; but you must love honesty and integrity.

Part 1: Why Do We Fast on Tisha B'av?
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Mishnah Taanit 4:6

(6) Five events befell our ancestors on the seventeeth of Tamuz and five on the Ninth of Av.
On the seventeenth of Tamuz, the Tablets were broken, the Tamid offering was ended, the
city walls were breached, Apaustamous burned the Torah, an idol was placed in the temple
courtyard. On the Ninth of Av, it was decreed upon our ancestors that they would not be
allowed to enter the Land of Israel, the First and Second temples were destroyed, Beitar
was captured, The city of Jerusalem was plowed over. From when the month of Av starts,
we reduce joy.

The mishnah lists five things which took place on 17 B'Tammuz and five on 9 B'av. What can we
learn from these lists? Are there any similarities between the events on each? What would be the
point in listing these tragedies in this way?
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Sotah 35a

(Bamidbar 14:1) And the congregation
lifted their voice and cried. Raba said in the
name of Rabbi Yochanan: That night was
the evening of Tisha B'av. God said "They
cried an unnecessary crying, [ will establish
this for them as a day of crying for
generations."

IT Kings 25:8

(8) On the seventh day of the fifth month—that
was the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar
of Babylon—Nebuzaradan, the chief of the
guards, an officer of the king of Babylon, came
to Jerusalem.

Jeremiah 52:12

(12) On the tenth day of the fifth month—that was
the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadrezzar, the
king of Babylon—Nebuzaradan, the chief of the
guards, came to represent the king of Babylon in
Jerusalem.
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Taanit 29a

"It is impossible to say the seventh [was the true date of the destruction], for already it was said about
the tenth; and it is impossible to say the tenth [was the true date], for already it was said about the
seventh. How [do we resolve this contradiction]? On the seventh, gentiles entered the Sanctuary, and
they ate and befouled it on the seventh, eighth, and ninth. close to nightfall [on the ninth], they set upon
it the fire, and it burnt continuously all the entire day, as it is said, "Woe to us, for the day has gone, for
the shadows of the evening are stretched out (Jeremiah 6:4)." And this is [the reasoning] that Rabbi
Jochanan said, "If I had been in that generation, I would not have established it [on the ninth] but rather
on the tenth, because most of the Sanctuary was burnt on it." And the Rabbis [reasoning was that] the
earliness of suffering was preferred.
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Taanit 29a

And regarding the Second [Temple], from where do we know this? As it is taught, We roll
favor to a favorable day and guilt to a guilty day. (we enumerate meritorious events on
favorable days and guilt to days of guilt and sin)

Josephus THE WARS OF THE JEWS The History Of The Destruction Of Jerusalem Book VI R

Chapter IV. §5.

So Titus retired into the tower of Antonia, and resolved to storm the temple the next day, early in the
morning, with his whole army, and to encamp round about the holy house. But as for that house, God
had, for certain, long ago doomed it to the fire; and now that fatal day was come, according to the
revolution of ages; it was the tenth day of the month Lous, [Ab,] upon which it was formerly burnt by
the king of Babylon;
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(Mishnah:) Beitar was captured- this is a X132 7951
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13.

14.

"He cut down in His fierce anger all the horn of Israel." (Lamentations 2:3)" Rabbi Zera
said that Rabbi Abahu said that Rabbi Yochanan said, "These are the eighty thousand horns
of war that entered the city of Beitar when they besieged her and killed within her [so
many] men, women and children until their blood went and poured out into Great Sea (the
Mediterranean).”" Lest you will say, [Beitar] was close, it was a mil away. It was taught,
"Rabbi Eliezer the Great said, 'There are two rivers in the Yadayim valley, one of them
flows one way and one flows the other way. And the Sages estimated that [they contained]
two parts water and one part blood [at that time]."" In [a different] teaching, it was taught,
"The idol worshipers harvested their vineyards for seven years from the blood of Israel
without fertilizer."

Jerusalem, once heavily rebuilt by Herod, was still in ruins following the decisive siege of the First
Jewish—Roman War in 70 AD. Josephus — a contemporary historian and apologist for Judaism who was
born in Jerusalem and fought the Romans in that war — reports that "Jerusalem ... was so thoroughly
razed to the ground by those that demolished it to its foundations, that nothing was left that could ever

persuade visitors that it had once been a place of habitation."%]

When the Roman Emperor Hadrian vowed to rebuild Jerusalem from the wreckage in 130 AD, he
considered reconstructing Jerusalem as a gift to the Jewish people. The Jews awaited with hope, but
then after Hadrian visited Jerusalem, he was told that rebuilding the Second Temple would encourage

sedition.[*] He then decided to rebuild the city as a Roman colony which would be inhabited by

hislegionaries.l21Page needed] Hadrian's new plans included temples to the major regional deities, and

certain Roman gods, in particular Jupiter Capitolinus.[¢/f@tion needed]

The Jewish Bar Kokhba revolt, which took the Romans three years to suppress, enraged Hadrian, and
he became determined to erase Judaism from the province. Circumcision was forbidden, Tudaea
province was renamed Syria Palaestina and Jews expelled from the city.

Indeed, following the Bar Kokhba revolt, Emperor Hadrian combined Iudaea Province with

neighboring provinces under the new name of Syria Palaestina, dispensing with the name of Judea.[®]

The city was renamed "Acelia Capitolina",m and rebuilt it in the style of a typical Roman town. Jews
were prohibited from entering the city on pain of death, except for one day each year, during the
holiday of Tisha B'Av. (www.wikipedia.com)

Part 2: Why is Tisha B'av different from other fasts?
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Said R. Hanah b. Bizna in the name of R. Simeon the Saint: ‘What is the meaning of

the verse, Thus had said the Lord of Hosts: The fast of the fourth month and the fast of the fifth and the
fast of the seventh and the fast of the tenth shall be to the house of Judah joy and gladness?

The prophet calls these days both days of fasting and days of joy, signifying that when there is peace
they shall be for joy and gladness, but if there is not peace they shall be fast days’! — R. Papa replied:
What it means is this: When there is peace, they shall be for joy and gladness; if there is persecution,
they shall be fast days; if there is no persecution but yet not peace, then those who desire may fast, and
those who desire need not fast.

If that is the case, the ninth of Ab also [should be optional]? — R. Papa replied: The ninth of Ab is in a
different category, because several misfortunes happened on

it, as a Master has said: On the ninth of Ab the Temple was destroyed both the first time and the second
time, and Bethar was captured and the city [Jerusalem] was ploughed.

Part 3 - How Do We Mourn?

The next three sources describe the Halachot of three periods - the Three Weeks (from 17
B'Tammuz until Tisha B'av), the Nine Days (from Rosh Chodesh Av until Tisha B'av) and Shavua
Shechal Bo (the week of Tisha B'av, starting from Sunday).

The larger text is the Shulchan Aruch (Rav Yosef Karo, Sefardi) and the smaller text is the
comments of the Rema (Rav Moshe Isserlis, Ashkenazi). Focus on these three different time
periods as expressed by these two halachic positions. Don't spend too much time on what
exactly is forbidden, just try to figure out the different stages.
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Avelut Yeshanah and Avelut Chadashah: Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik

TWO TYPES OF MOURNING

The Gemara (Yevamot 43b) distinguishes between avelut hadashah and avelut yeshanah, "new"
mourning and "old," historical mourning - or, expressing the same thought in a different idiom,
between avelut de-yahid and avelut de-rabbim, private and national-communal mourning. The first,
avelut hadashah, is caused by a death or disaster which strikes a family or an individual. It is a
primordial, instinctual, spontaneous response of man to evil, to the traumatic confrontation with death,
to the impact of catastrophe and disaster. It is an existential response, not one that evolves by the
application of artificial stimuli.

The second category, avelut yeshanah, is due to a historic disaster that took place 1,900 years ago. This
category is the handiwork of man. There is no spontaneous reaction to some new event which has just
transpired, for nothing new has happened which should justify grief. The avelut is a result of
recollection of events. Judaism here introduced a strange kind of memory, a very unique and singular
memory.

Part 4: Why does this matter now?
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21.

Once again they were coming up to Jerusalem together, and just as they came to Mount Scopus they
saw a fox emerging from the Holy of Holies. They fell a-weeping and R. Akiba seemed merry.
Wherefore, said they to him, are you merry? Said he: Wherefore are you weeping? Said they to him: A
place of which it was once said, And the common man that draweth nigh shall be put to death, is now
become the haunt of foxes, and should we not weep? Said he to them: Therefore am I merry; for it is
written, And I will take to Me faithful witnesses to record, Uriah the priest and Zechariah the Son of
Jeberechiah....of Uriah it is written, Therefore shall Zion for your sake be ploughed as a field etc. In
Zechariah it is written, Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, There shall yet old men and old women sit in the
broad places of Jerusalem, had its fulfilment, I had misgivings lest Zechariah's prophecy might not be
fulfilled; now that Uriah's so long as Uriah's [threatening] prophecy had not prophecy has been
[literally] fulfilled, it is quite certain that Zechariah's prophecy also is to find its literal fulfilment. Said
they to him: Akiba, you have comforted us! Akiba, you have comforted us!

Isaiah 56:7 73973 9D
(7) I will bring them to My sacred mount And let "N%90 N33 DoAmat TR aToR AR ()
them rejoice in My house of prayer. Their burnt 12 %3 mAmToY 1YY o nan ooy
offerings and sacrifices Shall be welcome on My . 30’235_73"7'21? NWP’ ';‘25}3-”’3
altar; For My House shall be called A house of
prayer for all peoples.”
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Taanit 30b

R. Simeon b. Gamaliel says: Anyone who eats or drinks on the Ninth of Ab is as if he ate
and drank on the Day of Atonement. R. Akiva says: Anyone who does work on the Ninth of
Ab will never see in his work any sign of blessing. And the Sages say: Anyone who does
work on the Ninth of Ab and does not mourn for Jerusalem will not share in her joy, as it is
said, Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all that love her; rejoice for joy with her,
all that mourn for her. From here they said, anyone who mourns for Jerusalem merits to
share in her joy, and any one who does not mourn for her will not share in her joy.
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