Who is a Rabbi? From the Gospels to Ancient Inscriptions to Rabbinic Literature
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1) ARabbi in Hamat Gader

Hamat Gader, Mosaic Floor (ca. 5" century CE)
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2) Uses of the Term “Rav”
Jeremiah 39.13 (ca. 6 century BCE)
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Mark 11.20-21 (ca. 70 CE)

20 As they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered away to its roots. 21 And Peter remembered and said
to him, “Rabbi (Pafpi), look! The fig tree that you cursed has withered.”

Tosefta, Bava Metsi’a 2.30 (mid-late 3" century CE)
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3) “Rav” and Related Titles
Yerushalmi, Ta’anit 4.2 [Genizah version, Ginze Schechter 1.427] (late 4™ — early 5% c. CE)
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explanation did he refute? Rabbi was sitting and teaching, “But they that
shall escape, shall be on the mountains like doves of the valleys, all of them
moaning [homiyyot]...” [Ezek 7.16]. [R. Hanina] said to him, “[it should be
read] homot. [Rabbi] replied: where did you read this? He replied: before R.
Hamnuna in Babylonia. [Rabbi] said to him: when you descend there, tell
him that I have appointed you chakim, and [R. Hanina] knew that he would
not be appointed in [Rabbi's] lifetime.

4) Beth She'arim

Beth She'arim, Catacombs 11 and 20 (ca. 2"-4t c. CE?)
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and Ation, the daughter of Rabbi Gamaliel who died at the
age of nine years and six months. May their resurrection [be

Beth She'arim, Catacomb 1 (Hall G), Epitaph (ca. 4™ century CE?)

°2°7°2 A0 12 PRY’

Yitschak the son of Yosef, biribbi

Tosefta, Berachot 5.2 (mid-late 3" century CE)

'3 770 ' PRI 12 YRR 1202 Awvn
217 17°0 WIPY 19V1 172107 PO Ao
3292 °01 "2 HRO9AA 12 YRR 12017 'BR
70K 2 92217 AR NAwS P01 X0
2207 ANR PWIYY AT 2192 5727 22mn
MY 7090 IR 120% 237 °192 AT 12T
Yapn XAW P°091 X7 19 0K 12 MR N2
WAPW TV QWN T R? 1IMR MNT? 7997
DY "D 71970

It happened that R. Shimon b. Gamaliel and R. Yehudah and R. Yose
were reclining at a meal in Akko, and it became the Sabbath. R. Shimon
b. Gamaliel said to R. Yose: “Beribbi, is it your will that we should
pause for Shabbos [in deference to the opinion of R. Yehudah regarding
eating a meal prior to the onset of the Sabbath]?”’ [R. Yose] replied:
“Every day you privilege my words over those of Yehudah, and now you
privilege those of Yehudah in front of me. "Would you ravish the queen
even as I am in the house? [Es. 7.8]"’ [R. Shimon b. Gamaliel] said: “If
this is so, let us not stop lest the law be established for generations.”
They said that they did not move from there until they had established
the law in accordance with R. Yose.

Beth She'arim, Catacomb 1 (Hall G) (ca. 4" century CE)
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The memorial of Leontios, father of Rabbi Paregorios
and Julianos the palatinus, of the goldsmiths.




