


1. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) [1948]

R]ecognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the
human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world...Now, Therefore The

General Assembly proclaims This Universal Declaration of Human Rights as a common standard of
achievement for all peoples and all nations...

Article 1:

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.

2. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights [1966]

R]ecognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the

human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world...

3. Supreme Court of The United States
Obergefell Et Al. V. Hodges, Director, Ohio Department Of Health, Et AL
No. 14-556. Argned April 28, 2015—Decided June 26, 2015

JUSTICE KENNEDY delivered the opinion of the Court.

From their beginning to their most recent page, the annals of human history reveal the

transcendent importance of marriage. The lifelong union of a man and a woman always has
promised nobility and dignity to all persons, without regard to their station in life...

No union is more profound than marriage, for it embodies the highest ideals of love, fidelity,
devotion, sacrifice, and family. In forming a marital union, two people become something greater
than once they were. As some of the petitioners in these cases demonstrate, marriage embodies a
love that may endure even past death. It would misunderstand these men and women to say they
disrespect the idea of marriage. Their plea is that they do respect it, respect it so deeply that they
seek to find its fulfillment for themselves. Their hope is not to be condemned to live in loneliness,
excluded from one of civilization’s oldest institutions. They ask for equal dignity in the eyes of
the law. The Constitution grants them that right.

The judgment of the Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit is reversed.

1 is s0 ordered.
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4. The President’s Council on Bioethics
Washington, D.C., March 2008

Letter of Transmittal
Dear Mt. President,

...there is no universal agreement on the meaning of the term ‘human dignity’.
Sincerely,
Edmund D. Pellegrino, M.D. Chairman
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5. Rabbi Soloveitchik, Lonely Man of Faith
To be human means to live with dignity...
6. Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein, “Mah Enosh”: The Relation between [udaism and Humanism
The maximal realization of the dignity and sanctity potentially inherent in a human personality is
itself an ethical imperative of the highest order.
7. Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, The Dignity of Difference
The ultimate value we should be concerned to maximize is human dignity — the dignity of all
human beings, equally, as children of the creative, redeeming God.
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