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WHAT AND WHERE WAS THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE

 (f:h) dax ziy`xa
 ,dege mc` epnn lk`y oli`d eze` did dneid mihg xne` n"xlk` `l oixn` oepi` dric yp xa ded `l ck ,

el xn` ,eid mihg xyt` l"` `xirf iax inw ira wgvi 'x xa l`eny iax ,ienei on ihigc `zit `ypi` `edd
 . . . oepal ifx`k eid zexnzn l"` ,ur aizkde l"` ,oideid miapr xn` i`rl` xa dcedi iaxmixac) xn`py 

 ,mlerl zexexn e`iad zelky`d oze` ,enl zexexn zelky` yex iapr eniapr (al:alxn` ekrc `a` iax
did bexz`,eixtk lk`p evry oli` edfi` d`xe `v zxn` ,'ebe urd aeh ik dy`d `xze (e:b ziy`xa) c"dd ,

 ,bexz` `l` `ven z` oi`eeid mip`z xne` iqei iaxon zg` mr lwlwy mixy oal lyn epiprn cnl xac ,
eze` zelawn eid `le zegty ly odigzt lr xfgn dide oihltl ueg e`ivede ecxh xyd rnyy oeik ,zegtyd

d"awd ecxh ,oli`d eze`n oey`xd mc` lk`y drya jk ,ezlawe dizlc dgzt enr dlwlwy dze` la`
iax xn` el mixne` eid dne ,eze` oilawn eid `le zepli` lk lr xfgn dide ,=ocr obl= r"bl ueg e`ivede

dlr extzie c"dd ,ezlawe dizlc dgzt ,dizexitn lk`y dp`z la` . . . diixac dizrc apbc apb `d dikxa
 . . . dp`z`le ,mc`l oli` eze` d"a yecwd dlb `l ,e"g xn` l"aix mya oeniq xa dcedi iaxe dixfr iax

ezelbl cizrz`hg dn dnda `hg mc` m` 'ebe dnda lk l` axwz xy` dy`e (fh:k `xwie) aizk dn d`x ,
 ,dci lr ipelt lwqpy dndad `id ef exn`ie weya zxaer dnda `dz `ly `l`qg eizeclez ceak lr m`e

`dnz` ,e"k`r eceak lr ,mewnd .

(h:a ziy`xa) o"anx
jeza xy` urd ixtne" (b b oldl) xn`y ,cere ,"oba" xn` `le ,obd "jeza" miigd ure aezkd xn`y xeara

`edy oba reci mewn `edy eheyt itl xn`p ,xg` mya ericed `le exikfd `ly ",elk`z `l midl` xn` obd
 qelwpe` mbxz jkle .j¤ez̈ ©a"`zpb zerivna" ,rvn`a eid mdipy zrcd ure miigd ur eixacl dpde :ok m`e

agx rvn` dfd rvn`d didie .dl`d zepli`d ipy dae ,dbeq zg` dbexr obd rvn`a dyrz el`k `edy xn`p,
 .ecal myd izla dcewpd zzn` ea rcei oi`y exn` xak wcd rvn` ik

(h:a ziy`xa) iiga epiax
.obd jeza miigd ureik  zrcd ura ok dyri `le ,ynn ervn`a ,"obd jeza" `edy miigd ura aezkd x`a 

mipian ep` zrcd ure miigd ur oia myede "obd jeza"  xikfdy dnn mpn` .obd on did  mewn dfi`a yxet `l
 ,obd jeza i`cea eid mdipy ikcg` dhnl o`ka eid ,ynn rvn`a zeidl zepli` ipyl `"`e mipy mdy t"r`e

ynn obd zervn`a mdipy eid okae ,dlrnl micxtzne miklede dhnln cg` oxeag ik ,mipy dlrnle .

Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm, Seventy Faces, vol. 1 (New Jersey: 2002), pp. 209-210
But Judaism has taught all of us, Jews and non-Jews alike, that even when learning is pursued for its
own sake, intellectually, it must never become an absolute, unrelated to moral dimensions. One must
learn in order to do; and even if he learns for the sake of learning itself, it must be the kind of
learning which makes him a different and better human being. King Solomon referred to the Torah,
the repository of Jewish teaching, as “a tree of life to them who take hold of it” (Proverbs 3:18).
Notes that the famed king (whose wisdom was legendary despite his lack of an earned doctorate)
chose as the symbol of learning only one of the two trees that grew in the middle of Garden of
Eden: the Tree of Life and the Tree of Knowledge. Surprisingly, he equated Torah-essentially an



intellectual pursuit-with the tree of Life rather than that of Knowledge. For true Torah is more than
knowledge, it is life. true education is more than learning, it is human experience and neighborly love
and elemental compassion as well. . . .

That learning must be more than knowledge, that it must enhance life, was expressed in a startlingly
poignant way by the Zohar, the source book of Jewish mysticism. The biblical Tree of Knowledge, it
taught, possessed within it yet another tree-in Aramaic ilana de’mota, the Tree of Death. When man
combines knowledge and life, he is capable of suppressing the Tree of Death. But if he pursues
knowledge alone, unconcerned with the Tree of Life-with human compassion and love and
gentleness-he thereby releases the noxious Tree of Death in all of its many and ugly manifestations.

(my) o"anx
 - rxe aeh zrcd ure :mikex` miig eilke`a ozep eixt oli` ,miigd ureze`z cilen eixt did ik miyxtnd exn`

lbyndrxe aeh ircei midl`k mziide xn`y xeara ilv` oekp eppi`e . . . epnn mlk` ixg` mdinexrn eqk okle ,
b oldl) rxe aeh zrcl epnn cg`k did mc`d od midl` 'd xn`ie dpd ,dl [ygpd] y ¥g ¦k xn`z m`e .(d b oldl)

 . . . (aklke minyd eyri xy`k ,zclezd itk zeyrl ie`xy dn eraha dyer did mc`d ik ,ipira dtide
dfd oli`d ixte .d`py e` dad` mdiyrna mdl oi`e ,mciwtz z` epyi `le zn` mzlerty zn` ilret ,m`av

ik ,"rxe aeh zrcd ur" `xwp okle .rxl e` aehl ektda e` xaca eilke` exgaiy utgde oevxd cilen did
oevxd lr eppeyla xn`i "zrcd"mc`d z` midl`d dyr xy` ,xn`yk dfd oiprl aezkd oeekzpy xyt`e . . . 

"miax zepeayga dywade" ,dxyi zg` jxc feg`iy "xyeid" .(hk f zldw) miax zepeayg eywa dnde xyi
.epnn dxigaa mipzyn miyrn el ywaiy

(gk 'iq b"g) xqene dnkg zrc - uiee`eeil mgexi 'x
'` yi` did ik ,zecli ixetqn izrny cli izeida ipexkf . . . x"dc` `hg oipra zenewn dnka x`ia o"anxd

. dineta `lbxn `"k mixg` mixac el eid `l d`ex e` rneyy dn lke "hxrwx ©̀ t xrn ῭ h" eid eixac lk xy`
xy` ceqd edfe . . . hxrwx ©̀ t xrn ῭ h xac lk lr aiydl ezpne` z`f `"k  xac mey oian epi`e rcei epi` . .

 . . . ektde xacn mb zrcl  gzte cv yiy ote`a z"iyd `xd ik . . . xvid z`ixaa oehlye dlynn z"iyd ozp
l"f o"anxd x`iay itk  x"dc` `hg ly oipr oiap f"cre . . . hxrwx ©̀ t xrn ῭ h aeygl yiy mipte` `xay
mexr jlil leki epi`y mc` enk l"f mlwn x"enc`d xeiv f"r recik . . . eiyrna gxken did `hgd mcewy

ik ote` meya z`f dyer epi` f"kae mexr mb jlil leki `ed i`ce ?miyealna yeal zeidl gxken ikd ,weya
cv mey el did `l ik ,x"dc` dyrn `hgd mcew did oke ,mzeigxkd jxc edf !mc` lk ipta mexr jli ji`

dxiga lra `ed eli`k dyrp l"x dxigad ecia dzid . . . e`hg xg`le . . . z"iyd xac jitd zeyrl zeixyt`
  .ektd mbe xac rceiy mikxce migzt eiptl ezgtpy epiid ,mixg`l oia el oia aihidl e` rxdl epevxae ezeyxae


