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"7?1? Exalted be the Living God* and praised,
l He exists — unbounded by time is His existence
He is One — and there is no unity like His Oneness.
Inscrutable and infinite is His Onenes<
He has no semblance of a body nor is He corporeal;*
nor has His holiness any comparison.
He preceded every being that was created —
the First, and nothing precedes His precedence.
Behold! He is Master of the universe® to every creature,
He demonstrates His greatness and His sovereignty.
He granted His flow of prophecy*
to His treasured splendrous people.
It Israel none like Moses* arose again —
a prophet who perceived His vision clearly.
God gave His people a Torah of truth,*
by means of His prophet, the most trusted of His household.
God will never amend nor exchange His law
for any other one, for all eternity.
He scrutinizes and knows our hiddenmost secrets;
He perceives a matter’s outcome at its inception.
He recompenses man with kindness according to his deed;
He places evil on the wicked according to his wickedness.
By the End of Days He will send our Messiah,
to redeem those longing for His final salvation.
God will revive the dead in His abundant kindness —
Blessed forever is His praised Name.

THE THIRTEEN PRINCIPLES OF FAITH
1. TRRN K | believe with complete faith that the Creator, Blessed is :
Name, creates and guides all creatures, and that He alone ma.:
makes, and will make everything.
2. TREN IR | believe with complete faith that the Creator, Blessed is |
Name, is unique, and there is no unigueness like His in a
way, and that He alone is our God, Who was, Who is, and Who always will I
3. PR IK | believe with complete faith that the Creator, Blessed is |
Name, is not physical and is not uaffected by physi
phenomena, and that there is no comparison whatsoever to Him.
4. MR IK | believe with complete faith that the Creator, Blessed is |
Name, is the very first and the very last.
5. MR IR | believe with complete faith that the Creator, Blessed is |
Nanie — to Him alone is it proper to pray and it is not proper
pray to any other.
6. TMXN MK | believe with complete faith that all the words of the proph:
are true.
7. KN UK | believe with complete faith that the prophecy of Moses c.
teacher, peace upon him, was true, and that he was the fath
of the prophets — both those who preceded him and those who followed hir
8. MK UK | believe with complete faith that the entire Torah now in o
hands is the same one that was given to Moses, our teach.
peace be upon him. ‘
9. YRRV UK | believe with complete faith that this Torah will not be e:
changed nor will there be another Torah from the Creatc
Blessed is His Name. '
10. PMRY KR | believe with complete fuaith that the Creator, Blessed is b
Name, knows all the deeds of human beings and the
thoughts, as it is said, ‘He fashions their hearts all together, He comprehends u
their deeds.”
11. YRR AN | believe with complete faith that the Creator, Blessed is H
Name, rewards with good those who observe H
commandments, and punishes those who violate His commandments.
12. YRy MK | believe with complete faith in the coming of the Messiah, an
even though he may delay, nevertheless | anticipate every du
that he will come.
13. 1MKR K | believe with complete faith that there will be a resuscitation ¢
the dead whenever the wish emanates from the Creato:
Blessed is His Name and exalted is His mention, forever and for all eternit.,
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When all these foundations are perfectly understood and believed in by a person
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he cnters the community of Israel and one is obligated to love and pity him and
t0 act towards him in all the ways in which the Creator has commanded that one
should act towards his brother, with love and fraternity. Even were he to commit
every possible transgression, because of lust and because of bcir?g overpowered
by the evil inclination, he will be punished according to his rebelliousness, but he
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has a portion [of the world to come]; he is one of the sinners of Isracl. Butifa
man doubts any of these foundations, he leaves the community Jof Tsracl],
denies the fundamental, and is called a sectarian, epskoros, and one who “cuts
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among the plantings. One is required to hate him and destroy him. About such
a person it was said, ‘Do I not hate them, O Lord, who hate thee?” [Ps. 139: 21].
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One widespread misconception concerning Judaism is the notionthat
Judaism is a religion which is not rooted in dogma. The view that Juda-
ism has no dogmas originated with Moses Mendelssohn! and subse-
quently gained wide currency. In some circles this idea has been main-
tained with such vigor that it has been somewhat jocularly described as
itself constituting the ““dogma of dogmalessness.” Nevertheless, even a
superficial acquaintance with the cl;iwm is
sufficient to dispel this misconceived notion. lo be sure, membership in
the community of Israel is not contingent upon a formal creedal affirma-
tiom. This, however, does not imply that members of the community of
Tsrael are free to accent or to reject specific artﬂmew

carries with it unrenounceable obligations and responsibilities, intellec-

tual as well as ritual.

While great stress is placed upon fulfillment of commandments and
performance of good deeds, it is a gross error to assume that this stress is
accompanied by a diminution of obligations with regard to belief. It is
certainly true that lessened concern with explication of the dogmas of
Judaism was evidenced during certain_periods of Jewish history. This,
however, was the result of an_unquestioning acceptance of hasic princi-
ples of faith rather thanofdisparagement of the role of dogma. In some
epochs formulations of essential beliefs were composed by foremost
thinkers as a corrective measure designed to rectify this lack of atten-
tion; in other ages endeavors designed to explicate the dogmas of Juda-
ism constituted a reaction to creedal formulations on the part of other
religions.

‘L he role ot dogma as the fulcrum of Judaism was most dramatically

highlighted by Maimonides. His magnum opus, the Mishneh Torah, is
devoted to a codification of Jewish law. Yet the opening section of this
work is entitled Hilkhot Yesodei ha-Torah (""Laws of the Foundations of

the Torah™') and includes a detajled presentation of Jewish belie ether
with unequivocal statemepts declaring acceptance of those beliefs to be

binding upon all Jews. Dogma, then, does not stand apart from the ngr-

mative demands of Judaism but is the sine qua non without which other

values and practices are bereft of meaning. By incorporating this

material in his Mishnueh Torah, Maimonides demonstrated that basic

philosophical beliefs are not simply matters of intellectual curiosity but

constitute a branch of Halgkhah, By placing them at the very beginning

of this monu he onstitute the most

fundamental area of Jewish law. In Judaism, profession of faith iscer-

tainly no less significant than overt actions. Contrary to the dictum of

oses Mendelssohn, Judaism imposes obligations not only with regard
to action but with regard. to religious belief as well.
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All Israclites have a share in the world to come, as it states, “Thy people are all
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nghteous, they shall inherit the land forcTch[ Isa. 60: 21]. But the following
have noshare in the world to come: he who says there is no resurrection taughtin
the Torah, that the Torah is not from heaven, and the epikoros. Rabbi Akiva says:
‘Even he who reads in the external books, and he who whispers over a wound,
saying, “I will put none of the diseases upon thee, which I have put upon the

Egyptians; for I am the Lord that healeth thee” [Exod. 15: 26].” Abba Saul says:
‘Even he who pronounces the name according to its letters.’
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. The usual and most facile explanation of the considerations which
prompted Maimonides™ enumerati these particular propositions is
that he sought to delineate and emphasize those articles of faith which
were most frequently subject to question and challenge in the historical
period in which he lived. Thus, the doctrine of the unity of God had to
be reiterated to counteract the polemics of Christians seeking to establish
a scriptural basis for the doctrine of the Trinity; the supremacy of the
prophecy of Moses needed to be underscored in order to emphasizg the
eggential point of difference between Judaism and Islam. Formulation of
the Thirteen Principles as a creed of faith served both a pedagogic and
supportive function. It served to delineate and to teach beliefs which

unced by a professing Jew. Publicization of the Thir-

This explanation has been offered indepen-
dently by two such disparate personalities as Julius Guttmann, in his
Philosophies of Judaism,? and the late Rabbi [saac Ze'ev Soloveichik, a
prominent Talmudist popularly known as the Brisker Rav, in his
unpublished lectures as recorded by his students.* For Maimonides,
knowledge—but knowledge of a very special nature—is man’s highest
Wﬂuﬂﬁﬂ a measure or approXi-
mation of this Knowledge, is also a necessary condition for achieving

immortality of the soul. Maimonides (Guide, I, 70 and [lI, 27) accepts

This intellectualization of Judaism does not, however, serve to restrict
immortality to a select few. There are certain simple and basic theological
fruths which in their simple formulation ar teric in nature.
These truths can be recognized and comprehended by all, a&&en

“affirmed, provide a degree of intellectual achievement sufficient to guar-
—anfee Tmmortality.s The Thirteen Principles, then, constitute the mini-
mum degree of knowledge sufficient to assure a portion in the world-to-
ome. Theprofession, of better, the awareness without which profession
Ts impossible, of these Thirteen Principles thus serves, so to speak, as the
minimum entrance requirements for admission to the Heavenly Acad-

emy.

But not ev e basic
truths and to construct for himself the arguments, progfs, apd conclu-
sions which they entail, In order to guarantee that even those lacking
contemplative power, as well as the intellectually lazy, may remain elig:-
ble for a portion in the world-to-come, an enumeration of the Thirteen
Principles must be provided so_that they may be affirmed by all. Once

these principles hiave been formulated and presented in the form of

ion in order to arrive
mortality. The Brisker Ruv
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F:llave been presented earlier. Maimonides’ view was succinctly para- .
kﬂ"nsed by R. Chaim Soloveichik of Brisk in the pithy Yiddish com- {L p?\l ](,\’V
i .

ment, “Nebach an apikores iz ober oich an apikores—a heretic by mise
adventure is a heretic nonetheless.”” The position that extenuatins' 9
factors do not mitigate the onus of heresy can best be understoomgh! ( (' ‘ r] q "} 7

of the comments made in the introductory section with .

monides’ view of the world-to-come. The eternal bliss associated w:ti;

the world-to-come is not bestowed as a reward or withheld as a form of
punishment but is the culmination of a process of intellectual perfection.

The heretic has failed in this task and, regardless of his degree of culpa-
bility, has not attained the perfection required to enjoy “the splendor of
the Shekhinah.” The situation is crudel of the stu- -
dent who fails to MWH
then be refused permission to enroll in a calculus gougse. Such denial is
not by way of punishment, but an assessment of the fact that one who

has not mastered the rudiments of a subject cannot profit from advanced
instruction in that discipline.
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