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What is the Torah?

1. While Theology contains the thought of man on God and things divine, the Torah contains the thoughts of God on man and things divine...It is this conception of man and human affairs which the Torah reveals to us; it addresses itself to everyone; it speaks of one’s most intimate affairs. The Torah does not wish to tell us how things look in heaven, but how they should look in our hearts and homes. Thus the Torah does not know theologians and laymen; it knows rather of a holy nation and a kingdom of priests. It says to everyone, “This commandment which I command to you on this day-it is not hidden from you and it is not distant. It is not in heaven, [for you] to say, “Who can ascend to the heaven for us and take it for us, so that we can listen to it and perform it...Rather, the matter is very near to you-in your mouth and in your heart-to perform it. ”  



-Rabbi Samson Rafael Hirsch

2. Hashem, your G-d, shall you follow and Him shall you fear; His commandments shall you observe and to His voice shall you hearken; Him shall you serve and to Him shall you cleave.

-Deuteronomy 13:5

3. What does it mean “and Hashem shall you follow?” How can human beings follow the Almighty…rather it means to follow the ways of G-d. Just like He is helps the poor, you should help the poor; just like he visits the sick you should visit the sick. Just like He consoles mourners, you should console mourners.

-Talmud, Sotah 14a

4. I will insist that the Hebrew have done more to civilize men than any other nation…fate had ordained the Jews to be the most essential instrument for civilizing the nations.

-John Adams
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Certainly, the world without the Jews would have been a radically different place. Humanity might have eventually stumbled upon all the Jewish insights. But we cannot be sure. All the great conceptual discoveries of the human intellect seem obvious and inescapable once they had been revealed, but it requires a special genius to formulate them for the first time. The Jews had this gift. To them we owe the idea of equality before the law, both divine and human; of the sanctity of life and the dignity of human person; of the individual conscience and so a personal redemption; of collective conscience and so of social responsibility; of peace as an abstract ideal and love as the foundation of justice, and many other items which constitute the basic moral furniture of the human mind. Without Jews it might have been a much emptier place." 
-Paul Johnson, Christian historian, author of A History of the Jews and A History of Christianity
The Value of Life

6. Know that I am still in Alexandria. And do not worry if they all come back and I remain in Alexandria…if you deliver a child [before I get home], if it is a boy, keep it, if a girl discard it.

-Hilarion, to his wife Alis, circa 17 C.E. 

7. [This was] typical of the open way these things were discussed…the result was a large imbalance of males over females…Available statistics for antiquity show large surpluses of boys over girls. For instance, out of 79 families who gained Milesian citizenship about 228-220 B.C.E., there were 118 sons and 28 daughters.

-Lloyd Demause, “The Evolution of Childhood”, pg.26

"Infanticide during antiquity has usually been played down despite literally hundreds of clear references by ancient writers that it was an accepted, everyday occurrence. Children were thrown into rivers, flung into dung-heaps and cess trenches, 'potted' in jars to starve to death, and exposed in every hill and roadside, 'a prey for birds, food for wild beasts to rend.
-Euripides, Ion, 504 
8. There shall be a law that no imperfect child shall be brought up. And to avoid an excess in population, some children must be exposed. For a limit must be fixed to the population of the state.
                                                    -Aristotle, Politics VII.16

9. Children also, if weak and deformed, we drown, not through anger, but through the wisdom of preferring the sound to the useless..

-Seneca, Concerning Anger I.XV.

The Jewish Way

10. God said: “Let us make a human in our image, as our likeness”…and thus G-d created the human being in His image.

-Genesis 1, 26-27

11. He who saves one life…it is if he saves an entire universe. He who destroys a life…it is as if he destroys an entire universe.

-Mishna Sanhedrin 4:5

Treatment of Women 

12. A wife can exhaust a man sexually and age him prematurely; and line a drone, she drains his hard-won accumulation of agricultural wealth…Yet a wife is a necessary evil because without her a man cannot have a son to inherit his property.

-Hesiod, Works and Days, pp. 702-705

13. The female is, as it were, a sterile male…The female is, as it were, a castrated male…A female, in fact, is female on account of inability of a sort, viz., she lacks the power to concoct semen.

-Aristotle

14. The husband is the judge of his wife. If she has committed a fault, he punishes her; if she has drunken wine, he condemns; if she is guilty of adultery, he kills her.

-Censor Cato, Roman Statesman and writer

The Jewish Way

15. Love your wife as you love yourself and honor her more…He who is without a wife dwells without blessing, life, joy, help, goodness, peace, and without defense against temptation.

-Talmud, Yevamot 62b

Charity

16. But if I gave to you, you would proceed to beg all the more. It was the man who gave to you in the first place who made you idle and so responsible for your disgraceful state

-Plutarch, Morals 235a



At Rome the poor were described as leves, inquinati, etc., terms implying dishonesty. Indeed those who work for a living but are without land of their own in Rome may so be described, as they are by Cicero…[who] felt appropriate to describe them as “the poverty-stricken scum of the city.”

-A.R. Hand, Charities and Social Aid in Greece and Rome, pg.64

The Jewish Way

17. And if your brother becomes poor, and his means fail in your proximity; then you shall relieve him-even a proselyte or sojourner-that he may live with you.

-Leviticus 25:35

18. Poor people will never cease to exist in the land; therefore I command you, saying, You shall open your hand wide to your brother, to your poor, and to your needy, in your land.

-Deuteronomy 15:11

19. The sages taught, "The poor person does more for the rich than the rich person does for the poor."

-Vayikra Rabba 34:8



