What Not To Say At A Shivah Call
Night Seder Chabura
R’ Shmuel Lesher
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Incidentally, it is related that the daughter of Rav Shmuel bar Yehuda died. The Sages said to
Ulla: Arise; let us go console him. Ulla said to them: What business do I have with the
consolation of Babylonians, which is actually heresy? As, they say while consoling mourners:
What can be done?This seems to suggest that if it were possible to do something, acting against
the Almighty’s decree, they would do so, which is tantamount to heresy. Therefore, Ulla declined
to accompany the Babylonian Sages.

Ulla therefore went to console Rav Shmuel bar Yehuda by himself, and said to him: The verse
states: “And the Lord said to me, do not be at enmity with Moab, neither contend with them in
battle” (Deuteronomy 2:9). What entered Moses’s mind, that God had to warn him not to
undertake a particular action? Did it enter his mind to wage war with the Moabites without
permission? Rather, Moses reasoned an a fortiori inference by himself, saying: And if with
regard to the Midianites, who came only to help the Moabites harm the Jewish people (see
Numbers, chapter 22), the Torah said: “Harass the Midianites and smite them” (Numbers
25:17),

To counter this, the Holy One, Blessed be He, said to him: That which has entered your mind
has not entered Mine, because I have two virtuous fledglings [feridot], i.e., girls, to extract from
them: Ruth the Moabite, who will be the foremother of the dynasty of David, and Naamah the
Ammonite, Solomon’s wife, from whom the continuation of that dynasty will emerge. For the
sake of these women, the Moabites and Ammonites must not be destroyed.Ulla continued: And
are these matters not inferred a fortiori? If for the sake of two virtuous fledglings the Holy One,
Blessed be He, had pity on two large nations and did not destroy them, then if the daughter of
my teacher,Rav Shmuel bar Yehuda, was righteous, and she had the potential for something
good to emerge from her, it is all the more so clear that she would have lived.
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https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.2.9
https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.22
https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.25.17
https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.25.17
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