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) Tonce heard a radio newscaster comment on an air disas- l
ter, “Thank Heaven, they never knew what hit them. When a
bomb goes off on an aircraft at thirty thousand feet, there is no
time to think. You're just dead in an instant. They never had a
chance to think, ‘Yikes, 'm abut to die.’ They were spared the
{ pain and the anguish of looking death in the face. Boom, and |
they were dead. Just like that.” |
Well, | suppose that is one way of looking at it, but it is not f
the Jewish way. The Pirkei d’Rabbi Eliezer describes the J'
Jewish way. Terminal diseases may be painful, but at least 5
i they give a person a warning that he is about to depart from
~ this world. He is forewarned that he must tie up the loose ends. l
A person leaving this world must make a cheshbon hane-
fesh, taking spiritual stock of his life, what he has accom-
plished and what he has failed to accomplish. He must do
lG teshuvah for his transgressions and shortcomings and prepare
his soul for the next world. He must review all his outstanding
obligations and make sure he has discharged them properly.
He must leave instructions to his children and his household.
He must make sure he is not leaving a mess for someone else
Uto clean up. A lifetime of activity calls for a lot of wrapping up. |
A person who is struck by a bus and never knows what hit him
will never have the opportunity to bring his life to a fitting con-
clusion. He misses out on a very great blessing.
When the Challenger shuttle exploded, there was much
« . speculation about whether the crew members were aware that
they were about to die. When they finally found the tapes, they
heard some of them say, “Uh oh!” This caused a great uproar.
Their attorneys wanted to sue NASA for the additional trauma
of their having known about the impending disaster.
g\ “Does it necessarily follow,” wrote a gentile columnist at
the time, “that it would have been more merciful that death
come so instantaneously that the final conscious emotion was
a sense of exhilaration? Or does such an end rob a person of
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For those who believe

nly for a few precious

on those things that make life worth living?”

moments,
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Lmplicit in this dictum is a basic Jewish optimism regarding man’s
ture in this world. “Receive all mankind with a cheerful counte-

nance.” Do not reject the newborn fearing that they will over-populate
the globe. Do not assume there will not be enough food for all. Do not
advocate “birth control” because you are apprehensive about the de-
pletion of our natural resources. "He who provides life also provides
sustenance.” The concept behind the Sabbath law is that the Almighty

completed His work of creation, Henice thig ivaconplete world, the best o
all possible worlds for the task at hand. The Jew living in a world cre-
ated by God could never fall prey to the 3hort3|ghtcd-Mal'thu_naAn view
that wars are needed to keep the population in check,

“Receive all hu

ity with cheerfulness.” When the world needed

more fuel than wood could provide, the Creator opened man's eyes
arid he discovered coal, and later petroleum. More recently we have
come to unlock the secrets of nuclear energy, and with this, vast new
possibilities are opening before us. The Almighty created the world:

He has provided far a)l its inhabitants, The food, the fuel, the necessi-

ties are all here. It is for us, the human family, to so manage the Divine
estate that all receive their just share.

ro(l
B AP T v ST TR e o
93 125 wpmm om by mapr M awn
437 BY 03 Swas xn ge v Sy A0y
Q78Y Xunn® M2 ous 1o 5 *ban
W3 OPD ,nne NN b " W Ao
o M50 S8 T S anaba o RS
031 TON2 wae Ay nbanb noIs nna
MR TIM T Wk own v R
MO 5p DM v v o S M ATm
WRI TOR M SNer v b S npom
I RS WAy TN S ATOM oxw
RPN 9N SNt 3y e TUNND
D DN IR 153 nawn L eren 1 Spm
POR D A o o K NN
B™ION MM MM BY N e N5n
‘M2 BB 203 M A b Ak ¢
(5D ey e M Sy )
Tl

TR_@pm om mwam pa RN e T oy s T o

3 DX T35 m3 wK bw nwe by nbys
PI_DAm_riw_mows mwks

W B m3n w5 M pa
IO D Y cananaws g ; xm vy
VRITS PR 00 T 3xn ks nowy
P TY 3 wmy oowny _—
233 1% T mon m33 33 Az
TIEN 0N Mmawmsn b2 yaoa nrah i

"3 T TAmm a3 53 mvw o

b ;
1782 _mwn nvab xmy X2°K5 XnpY(( TR 15 iy apye byx ™2 D0N nop i

LA T PSE N N 52 59 Sy
h‘;rmmmvmrmr:mm

BTMANN Yo mean pay 01 N |
WITOM MPTET T om s |
X ROP N1 M mvmen ma
a0 YUN? WRKY ,55h v bpg |
- N W
AP XD M Bm K3z mas, |

e e

13 V0w v novh amam |
ey |
= w

2059027 thng |

VR N Moz ks wn s "
RICLIPLE LR T e 7930 mn
AT o R RS =
J7amn

PR YIY Mo ovwke mwn DK

LI P Y3 by bow ey oy o,

51" poand ypa MweRm nb nem
oXw1? @ mvTeebm maona 53 s
BT N mha rppb amat
"0 W by ppp g oW S*m wmy

D Y awms KEDX DYoD v P

ﬂ"'m'?'!ﬁ o m:nnlm PN BN nvsina

..... s

La T

Y
N TovA® unany | 7’f
m:,'.g_rjm'z‘..,nmnm\m@% o%n T 5y |
O3_YO._TOmN. 0Ny e mws
K2 %3 hrDvI3 P21 APIMA Pa My
13_TOVUTD DUNINTTN 937 ‘e wdps
3 AR b M mRb T b bop 1%

b |

&



