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21. Rabbi Chaim Jachter
Recordings and Radio Broadcasts
Twentieth Century Halachic authorities have also debated whether the Kol Isha prohibition applies to recordings and radio
broadcasts. Rav Eliezer Waldenberg (Teshuvot Tzitz Eliezer 5:2) rules leniently based on two considerations. The first is
that the Gemara (Sanhedrin 45a) states, “The Yetzer Hara is not interested in what the eyes do not see.” The second is that
technically he does not hear the woman’s voice because radio broadcasts and recordings are mere electronic reproductions
of the woman’s voice. Rav Waldenberg writes that if we cannot fulfill Mitzvot such as Tekiat Shofar and Kriat Megila
when hearing them on the radio, then the prohibition of Kol Isha does not apply over the radio. Rav Yosef Eliyahu Henkin
(cited by his grandson Rav Yehudah Henkin, Teshuvot Bnei Banim 2:211 and 3:127) agrees with this position. Rav Y.E.
Henkin was unsure whether the prohibition applies to hearing a woman’s voice broadcasted on television (ibid.). This
might be because only one of the two lenient considerations that apply to the radio question is relevant to the television
issue. Rav Waldenberg cautions, though, that listening to a woman’s voice on the radio is prohibited “if his intention is to
enjoy her singing.”
Rav Yaakov Breisch (Teshuvot Chelkat Yaakov 1:163), on the other hand, forbids a man to listen to a female voice on the
radio. He reasons that the aforementioned Gemara in Sanhedrin 45a does not apply when there is some form of
connection with the woman. He argues that a man’s Yetzer Hara is interested even if he only hears a woman’s voice. He
rules strictly even in case where the listener is not acquainted with the singer. Rav Shmuel Wosner (Teshuvot Shevet
Halevi 3:E.H.181 and Rav Binyamin Silber (Az Nidberu 9:9) also rule strictly on this question.
Rav Ovadia Yosef (Teshuvot Yabia Omer 1:6) and Rav Chaim David Halevi (Teshuvot Aseh Lecha Rav 3:6) adopt a
compromise approach to this issue. They permit listening to a female voice on the radio only if the listener is not
acquainted with the singer. They both rule strictly, though, even if the listener once glimpsed a picture of the singer. Rav
Ovadia rules that the prohibition applies even if the singer is not alive.
Rav Chaim David Halevi asserts that there is absolutely no basis to permit Kol Isha merely because the woman is singing
into a microphone. He writes that the prohibition applies even if the man is not, technically speaking, hearing the
woman’s voice. Rav Waldenberg’s aforementioned lenient ruling applies only when the man does not see the woman. Rav
J. David Bleich (Contemporary Halachic Problems 2:152) notes that no recognized Halachic authority rules that the use of
a microphone alone mitigates the prohibition of Kol Isha.

22. R. Ellinson - Depends on whether Kol Isha attracts the man to the woman singing, or arouses him in general.



