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Raba said, You can infer from this that one must make a knot after each chulya (joint); for should you hold that this is not
necessary, then how could the sons of R. Hiyya have said, Curtailed blue threads are valid, also curtailed hyssop twigs are valid?
As soon as the upper knot becomes loose it would all become undone! — Perhaps [they said so only where] there were knots
[after each joint].
Raba also said, You can infer from this that the upper knot is an ordinance of the Torah; for should you say it is a Rabbinic
ordinance, then why was it necessary for the Torah to permit the insertion of [woollen] fringes in a [linen] garment? One would
have no doubt about it, for if one merely fastens together [two pieces] with one fastening no connection is thereby formed!
You can therefore infer from this that it is an ordinance of the Torah...
What is the minimum length of a joint? — It was taught: Rabbi says, [In a joint] the thread must be wound once, twice and a
third time. It was taught: If a man wishes to make few, he should not make less than seven, and if many, he should not make
more than thirteen. If few, he should not make less than seven, to correspond to the seven heavens; and if many, he should not
make more than thirteen, to correspond to the seven heavens plus the six intervening spaces. (Excerpted from Halakhah.com)
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You can infer from this — From what was taught by the sons of Rabbi Chiya, cutailed blue threads are kosher; how is it since
some of the thread extension has ceased, the knot at the end of the extension will come undone and since the knot is a part of
the extension and there is no longer any extension at all. Rather infer from this that there is a knot with every “chulya” therefore
any remnant of that knot is kosher and fulfills the extension of the rest of the knots.
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Perhaps there were knots — That is why is it that we need a knot after every chulya? Perhaps it is as Rabbi Chiya taught that if
one ties a knot for every single chulya, they will be curtailed threads that are kosher, but in most tzitzit, we don’t say the curtailed
threads are kosher, because most tzitzit are not tied at every chulya.
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The uppermost knot — The bottom most knot is also learned from Moshe at Sinai, that is, that a single knot in tzitzit is the biblical
requirement, and that is why the uppermost is included (explicitly) because if one only made a single knot at the bottom, it will
only function to uphold the extension.
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Biblical — Even if one can wrap it tightly so that it will stay for a day or two, it is invalid.
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A single chulya — goes around [the rest of the strings] three times.
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No fewer than seven — chulyot
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Six spaces — that are between the seven heavens and since the blue thread is reminiscent of the ocean and the ocean is
reminiscent of the sky, as expressed later (on page 43b), we correlated the order of tying to the heavens, in order to remind us
of the good; and even the colour as it is can be right for tzitzit.
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One must tie a knot between each chulya, that is, one of white and one of tekhelet, which make two. And in order to not have
fewer than seven, one makes five knots; next to the tallit there is one knot followed by two chulyuot, one tekhelet and one
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white, one knot, and continue until one completes six chulyot, which makes four knots, and afterwards a single seventh chulya
of white, so that one finishes with white and afterwards ties another know, which makes five knots, and there are those who
say that the string should be wound no fewer than seven times between each knot.
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Afterwards, one should take one of the white strands and wind it once around the other strands close to the edge of the garment
and let it go. Then one takes the strand that was dyed techelet and winds it twice [around the other strands], next to the coil
made by the white strand, and then ties the strands in a knot. These three coils are called a segment.
Afterwards, one should leave a slight space, and then make a second segment using only the strand that was dyed techelet.
Again, one should leave a slight space, and then make a third segment [using only the strand that was dyed techelet for this
segment as well]. One should continue in this manner until the final segment, which is made of two coils of techelet and a final
coil using a white strand. Since one began with a white strand, one concludes with it, because one should always ascend to a
higher level of holiness, but never descend. Why should one begin using a white strand? So that [the coil that is] next to the
corner of the garment should be similar to [the garment itself]. The same pattern is followed regarding all four corners.
(Excerpted from chabadoceandrive.com/library)
RAAVAD — This order has no source and no branch — why should there be more tekhelet than white, which is one of the strings
and with which we start and end the windings, and we should reduce its winding? This is a great mistake, and Rav Neturnai Gaon
set it up well according to Halacha. So, how much is a chulya? Wind and exchange, two and three times with tekhelet...
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Take the four strings from a single side and make a double knot and after wrap the longer string around the remaining seven
(and when there was tekhelet it was necessary to be precise that there should be seven chulyot, as it is explained in the gemara)
and now that there is no tekhelet, we must not make the strings from a combination of wool and linen, rather a wool garment
should have wool strings and linen should have linen and it is also unnecessary to be precise regarding the chulyot, and the
Rambam wrote that the custom should follow they way chulyot were tied when there was tekhelet, and my father the Rosh z”I
was not precise and the Aruch wrote that nowadays there is no need to be precise and even if we tied over most or tied even a
single chulya it is kosher. The main thing is to wind together with knots, a measure and double knot until there are five knots
and four wraps between them. The whole wrap should be the width of a tefach with a remaining two tfachim. There are other
customs, but what has been written is the main thing.
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You should take 4 threads on one side and 4 threads on the other side and tie them two times, making a double
knot. Afterwards, you should use wrap the longest thread around the 7 others with a little wrapping and then make a double
knot. Then repeat and wrap. This should be repeated until 5 double knots are made with the 4 spaces between them filled
with windings. There is no 1y'¢i(set measurement) for wrapping other than the fact that all the wrapping and the knots must
be 4 thumb widths wide and the branch (protruding threads) 8 thumb widths. [If the Tzitzit are longer, one should make sure
that one the tassels should be (at the minimum) one third of the length and the branch should be two thirds of the length.] It
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is the custom to have 7 wrappings in the first space, 9 in the second space, 11 in the third, and 13 in the fourth. They all add up
to 40 corresponding to the numerical value of “TnX DWn” (G-d is one) which is actually 39 and by adding G-d (since G-d is one,
you add one), it makes 40. It is customary to tie a knot at the end of every thread so that they should remain
intertwined. (Translation from shulchanarach.com/SAch11.htm)
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And the second should have nine — in the kavanot of the Arizal it is written that the second should have eight and his reason is

“as has been received [through tradition], and it is proper to follow what he has received.
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And the second should have nine —and the Shla”h wrote the second should have eight and then it works out exactly to the value
of “HaShem Echad”, so too wrote the Levush and also in the Kavanot. And in the Lechem Chamudot 48, he wrote that the tzitzit
of Rabbi Shlomo Molcho had ten wraps in the first space and after five and so on as the name Havaya, and it is written in
manuscripts that the extension should be in chulyot and that each should have three wraps, that is after wrapping three times,
one should leave some space, as written in the Rambam.
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A person who does a mitzvah like wrapping a tallit and tzitzit, even though it appears as though it is only a minor thing, the Holy
One, through every mitzvah and every Torah insight, renews Heaven and earth (Zohar, introduction), as we say, “so too wrap
my soul in the light of the tzitzit, that amounts to 613", which is a reference to the 613 lights, as “cloaked in light as with a
garment”, and “He will have donned grandeur, HaShem will have donned might and girded himself (hitazar)”, hitazar which has
the numerical value of 613. And just as scripture writes “blessed are you to HaShem, the creator of Heaven and earth”, that is,
that He is constantly renewing Heaven and earth, because of the mitzvoth and Torah insights. And we can explain “the Heavens
are Heavens for HaShem” with the Holy intention that everything we do is for the sake of the Holy One who is renewing Heaven,
“and the earth belongs to humanity” means that by our physical actions and doing the mitzvot, the Holy One makes lands of
the living, and the action becomes entirely important.
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By [the mitzvah of] tzitzit, we rectify our clothes and our garments, which imply our imagination, because our imagination is the
garment of the mind, and by this (the mitzvah of tzitzit) we truly merit to clarify the power of imagination in our minds, in order
to merit complete faith in His Uniqueness and Unity, and in the renewal of the world. This is because tzitzit are auspicious for
bringing faith, and therefore the section of tzitzit is incorporated into the Shma, and moreover that the entire Torah is
dependent on tzitzit, because faith is the foundation of the whole Torah, as our sages have taught.



