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(39) That shall be your fringe; look at it and recall all the commandments of the LORD and observe them, so that you do not
follow your heart and eyes in your lustful urge. (40) Thus you shall be reminded to observe all My commandments and to be
holy to your G-d. (41) I the LORD am your G-d, who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your G-d: I, the LORD your
G-d.

2. Midrash Tanchuma, Sh'lach 15
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The heart and the eyes are the agents of the body; they lead the body astray.

3. Rashi on Numbers 15:39
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This is like “from searching the land”. The heart and the eyes are the “spies” of the body...

4. Bamidbar 13
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(1) The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, (2) “Send men to scout the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the Israelite people;
send one man from each of their ancestral tribes, each one a chieftain among them.”... (16) Those were the names of the men
whom Moses sent to scout the land; but Moses changed the name of Hosea son of Nun to Joshua. (17) When Moses sent them
to scout the land of Canaan, he said to them, “Go up there into the Negeb and on into the hill country, (18) and see what kind
of country it is. Are the people who dwell in it strong or weak, few or many? ...(25) At the end of forty days they returned from
scouting the land. (26) They went straight to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite community at Kadesh in the wilderness
of Paran, and they made their report to them and to the whole community, as they showed them the fruit of the land. (27) This
is what they told him: “We came to the land you sent us to; it does indeed flow with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. (28)
However, the people who inhabit the country are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large; moreover, we saw the
Anakites there....(32) Thus they spread calumnies among the Israelites about the land they had scouted, saying, “The country
that we traversed and scouted is one that devours its settlers. All the people that we saw in it are men of great size; (33) we saw
the Nephilim there—the Anakites are part of the Nephilim—and we looked like grasshoppers to ourselves, and so we must
have looked to them.”

5. Bamidbar 14
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(1) The whole community broke into loud cries, and the people wept that night. (2) All the Israelites railed against Moses and
Aaron. “If only we had died in the land of Egypt,” the whole community shouted at them, “or if only we might die in this
wilderness! (3) Why is the LORD taking us to that land to fall by the sword? Our wives and children will be carried off! It would
be better for us to go back to Egypt!” (4) And they said to one another, “Let us head back for Egypt.”...(14) they will tell it to
the inhabitants of that land. Now they have heard that You, O LORD, are in the midst of this people; that You, O LORD,

appear in plain sight when Your cloud rests over them and when You go before them in a pillar of cloud by day and in a pillar
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of fire by night... (23) shall see the land that I promised on oath to their fathers; none of those who spurn Me shall see it.

6. Bamidbar 10:33
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(33) They marched from the mountain of the LORD a distance of three days. The Ark of the Covenant of the LORD traveled
in front of them on that three days’ journey to seek out a resting place for them;

7. Yechezkel 20:6
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(6) that same day I swore to them to take them out of the land of Egypt into a land flowing with milk and honey, a land which
I had sought out for them, the fairest of all lands.

8. Devarim 1
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(24) They made for the hill country, came to the wadi Eshcol, and spied it out. ... (29) I said to you, “Have no dread or fear of
them. (30) None other than the LORD your G-d, who goes before you, will fight for you, just as He did for you in Egypt before
your very eyes, (31) and in the wilderness, where you saw how the LORD your G-d carried you, as a man carries his son, all the
way that you traveled until you came to this place. (32) Yet for all that, you have no faith in the LORD your G-d, (33) who goes
before you on your journeys—to scout the place where you are to encamp—in fire by night and in cloud by day, in order to
guide you on the route you are to follow.” (34) When the LORD heard your loud complaint, He was angry. He vowed: (35) Not
one of these men, this evil generation, shall see the good land that I swore to give to your fathers—

9. The Sin of the "Spies'', Rabbi Elchanan Samet, http://www.etzion.org.il/en/sin-spies
What, then, is the significance of the root "t-u-t"? Is it identical — or similar — to the root "r-g-1?..In Akkadian the root "taru"
means "to wandet" (le-shotet). This, or something close to it, is indeed the intention in the parasha of tzitzit: "You shall not
wander after your hearts and after your eyes...." But it seems that this root also has other more varied and more specific meanings
as used in Tanakh.

The ark of G-d which travels at a three-day distance before Israel to "seek them out rest," and G-d, Who "goes before
you on the way to seck you out place for encampment,” are not metely "wandering": they move before Istael in order to locate
the best place to serve as a place to encamp and rest. Thus we find that even if the significance of the word "la-tur" is related to
movement, it does not refer to movement in general, but rather to an action aimed at the purpose of choosing. ...This command
involved neither military preparation for conquest nor a preparation for the division of the land and its settlement, but rather
something quite different: this command reveals G-d's wish that His gift to Israel, "the land which He sought out for them,"
which He chose for them as an inheritance, should be given to them according to their mortal choice as well.
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(31) He said, “Please do not leave us, inasmuch as you know where we should camp in the wilderness and can be our guide. (32)
So if you come with us, we will extend to you the same bounty that the LORD grants us.” (33) They marched from the mountain
of the LORD a distance of three days. The Ark of the Covenant of the LORD traveled in front of them on that three days’
journey to seck out a resting place for them; (34) and the LORD’s cloud kept above them by day, as they moved on from camp.

11. Bamidbar 11
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(6) Now our gullets are shriveled. There is nothing at alll Nothing but this manna to look to!” (7) Now the manna was like
coriander seed, and in color it was like bdellium.... (10) Moses heard the people weeping, every clan apart, each person at the
entrance of his tent. The LORD was very angry, and Moses was distressed.

12. Dan Ariel, Religion and Research, http://danariely.com/2012/06/21/religion-and-research/
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In the experiment, we asked participants to complete a test, told them they’d receive cash for every correct answer, and made
sure they knew they had ample room to cheat. Now here’s the kicker: prior to starting, we had half the participants list ten books
off their high-school reading list, and the other half to recall the Ten Commandments, a manipulation that turned out to have a
marked effect on the results: While many in the first group deceitfully reported a higher number of correct answers, no one in
the second group cheated.

How do we explain the findings? A tempting conclusion to draw would be to equate religiosity with a higher morality;
however, this argument doesn’t hold, since in a follow-up study with atheist participants, recalling the Ten Commandments had
the exact same effect. Rather, what was at play here was the power of a moral reminder: Prime a person to think about ethics
right before they have an opportunity to cheat, and they’ll avoid immoral behavior.

13. Dan Ariely, The (Honest) Truth about Dishonesty
ONE PROFESSOR AT Middle Tennessee State University got so fed up with the cheating among his MBA students that he
decided to employ a more drastic honor code. Inspired by our Ten Commandments experiment and its effect on honesty,
Thomas Tang asked his students to sign an honor code stating that they would not cheat on an exam. The pledge also stated
that they “would be sorry for the rest of their lives and go to Hell” if they cheated. The students, who did not necessarily believe
in Hell or agree that they were going there, were outraged. The pledge became very controversial, and, perhaps unsurprisingly,
Tang caught a lot of heat for his effort (he eventually had to revert to the old, Hell-free pledge). Still, I imagine that in its short
existence, this extreme version of the honor code had quite an effect on the students. I also think the students” outrage indicates
how effective this type of pledge can be. The future businessmen and women must have felt that the stakes were very high, or
they would not have cared so much.
Religious Reminders
The possibility of using religious symbols as a way to increase honesty has not escaped religious scholars. There is a story in the
Talmud about a religious man who becomes desperate for sex and goes to a prostitute. His religion wouldn’t condone this, of
course, but at the time he feels that he has more pressing needs. Once alone with the prostitute, he begins to undress. As he
takes off his shirt, he sees his tzitzit, an undergarment with four pieces of knotted fringe. Seeing the tzitzit reminds him of the
mitzvoth (religious obligations), and he quickly turns around and leaves the room without violating his religious standards.

14. Menachot 44a
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Once there was a man, who was very careful about the commandment of Tzitzit. He heard about a certain harlot in one of the
towns by the sea who charged a fee of four hundred gold coins for her hire. He sent her four hundred gold coins [in advance]
and scheduled a time [to meet her]. When his time arrived he came and sat at her door step. The hatlot’s maid told her: “The
man who sent you four hundred gold coins is here and is waiting at the door”; to which the harlot replied “Let him come in”.
He came in.The harlot prepared for him seven beds, six of silver and one of gold; and between one bed and the other there were
steps of silver, but the last were of gold. She then went up to the top bed and sat upon it naked. He too went up and sat naked
next to her, when [all of a sudden] the four fringes (Tzitzit) of his garment struck him across the face; he slipped off the bed and
tell upon the ground. She also [let herself fall] and sat upon the ground. She said to him; “By the Roman Capitol, I will not leave
until you tell me what blemish you saw in me.” He replied: “By the Temple (the service of the Temple), never have I seen a
woman as beautiful as you are; but there is one commandment which G-d has commanded us, that is called Tzitzit, and with
regard to it the expression “I am the Lord your G-d” is written twice, signifying, I am He who will exact punishment in the
future and I am He who will give reward in the future. The Tzitzit appeared to me as four witnesses”.

15. Menachot 43b
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It was taught, "Rabbi Meir used to say, 'How is turquoise differentiated from all the colors? Because turquoise is similar to the
sea, and the sea is similar to the firmament, and the firmament is similar to the Throne of Gloty, as it is stated, "and there was
under His feet the like of a paved work of sapphire stone, and the like of the very heaven for clearness," and it is written, "a

throne, as the appearance of a sapphire stone."'



