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Case Work
Case 1: The Device Addicted Case 3: The Odd Family
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What is the Concept?
1. Mishna, Avos 1:6
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Yehoshua ben Perachiah and Nitai of Arbel received from them. Yehoshua ben Perachia

says, "Make for yourself a mentor, acquire for yourself a friend and judge every person
as meritorious."

What is its Source?
2. Talmud Bavli, Shavuos 30a
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How Far Does it Go?

Tzadikim

3. Rambam, Pirush Hamishnayos Avos 1:6
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"and judge every person as meritorious:" Its subject is when there is a person whom you do not
about him if he is righteous or if he is wicked and you see him doing an act or saying something and
if you interpret it one way it will be good and if you interpret in another way it will be bad - {in this
case,} take it to the good and do not think bad about it.

But if the man is known to be famously righteous and of good deeds; and an action of his is
seen that all of its aspects indicate that it is a bad deed and a person can only determine it to be
good with great stretching and a distant possibility, it is fit that you take it that it is good, since there
is some aspect of a possibility that it is good. And it is not permissible for you to suspect him; and
about this did they say (Shabbat 97a), "The body of anyone who suspects proper ones will be struck."
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Beinonim

4. Rambam, Pirush Hamishnayos Avos 1:6
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But when he is not known and the deed is indeterminate towards one of the two extremes;
according to the ways of piety, one must judge a person as meritorious towards whichever extreme of
the two extremes {would be the casel.

5. Shaarei Teshuva, Shaar 3:218
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6. Chafetz Chaim, Introduction, Positive Commandments 3
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Reshaim

7. Rambam, Pirush Hamishnayos Avos 1:6
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And so {tool when it is an evildoer and his deeds are famous, and afterwords we see him that he
does a deed, all of the indications about which are that it is good but there is an aspect of a distant
possibility that it is bad; it is fit to guard oneself from him and not to believe that it is good, since
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there is a possibility for the bad. And about this is it stated (Proverbs 26:25), (Also) "Though he be
tair-spoken do not trust him, etc."

8. Rabbeinu Bechayei, Avos 1:6
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Logic Behind the Rule
9. Michatav MeEliyahu, V page 431
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10. Responsa, Maharil Diskin
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Spiritual-Psychological Depth

11. Sichos Mussar, Essay 101 [R. Chaim Schmuelevitz]
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Repercussions

12. Talmud Bavli, Shabbos 127b
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13. Talmud Bavli, Shabbos 97a
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